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the Very Rev. D r Ryrne’s “ H isto ry  of the  Catholic 
Church in South A ustralia .” The civil history 
includes a brief account of the  early m aritim e 
discoveries, the chief inland explorations, and the 
principal political events of A ustra lia  and New 
Zealand.
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EARLY D IS C O V ER IE S.
The date of the discovery of A ustralia  is not known 
with any degree of certain ty . V ague ideas of the 
existence of a G reat South Land were held by Strabo, 
Pliny, M arco Polo, and others. Some w riters m ain­
tain  th a t M agellan’s followers sighted the western 
coast in 1522, and in a French m anuscript chart, dated 
154-2, is figured, lying to the south of the Moluccas, 
an extensive territo ry  (called Jave la grande— i.e., 
G reat Java) which agrees fairly well both  as regards 
ex ten t and position w ith the northern  portion of 
A ustralia. This map is supposed to  have been 
copied from a previously existing Portuguese chart, 
and on this account the Portuguese are now generally 
credited w ith the honour of being the first Europeans 
to set foot on A ustra lian  soil.
Cornells Houtman, 1 5 9 7 .— In  J5 9 7  Cornelia 
H outm an, a Portuguese pilot in the service of the  
D utch E ast Ind ia  Company, is said to have sighted 
and given the name of Houtman's Abrolhos to a group 
of rocky islets lying about 45 miles to the  north-w est 
of Champion Bay, in W estern  A ustralia. (The term  
Abrolhos is a contraction of a Portuguese expression 
m eaning “ keep your eyes open.”)
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De Quiros and Torres, 1 6 0 6 .-The first really 
trustw orthy accounts of discoveries in A ustralian 
waters date from the early part of the 17th century. 
Pedro Fernandez de Quiros, a Spanish navigator, who 
had discovered some of the Polynesian islands in 1595, 
in his ambition to rival the great Spanish discoverers, 
Cortes and Pizarro, prevailed upon the K ing of Spain, 
Philip  I I I . ,  to supply him w ith means to under­
take a search for the G reat South Land. H e procured 
a le tte r from the Pope, “ commanding all good 
C hristians to help him ,” and, in addition. H is H oli­
ness gave a special blessing to his undertaking. The 
expedition, which consisted of three ships, was fitted 
ou t by the Governor of Peru, acting under orders 
from Philip. De Quiros commanded the small 
squadron, and Torres, another Spanish navigator, was 
second in command. Sailing westward from Lima, 
Tahiti was discovered early in 1606, and soon after, 
“ on the feast of Pentecost, 1606, he saluted from afar 
w hat appeared to  him to be the G reat Southern 
Continent of which he was in search, and gave it, in 
honour of the  festival which was th a t day celebrated, 
the name “ T ierra A ustral del E spiritu  Santo,” which 
has been ju stly  translated  ‘ A ustralia  of the Holy 
Ghost.’ ” F u rther on in the work from which this 
ex trac t is quoted. H is Eminence Cardinal Moran 
submits evidence which shows very clearly th a t the 
ten  itory in which De Quiros anchored was P ort 
Curtis (on the east coast of Queensland), which he 
named the H arbour of H oly Cross. I t  appears, 
further, th a t De Quiros bu ilt a church on the m ain­
land, where tw enty  Masses were celebrated and 
attended by all his men. M utiny on board his ship, 
the Capitana, loss of some of his crew, and sickness 
of others, compelled De Quiros, it  has been supposed, 
to re tu rn  to America before ascertaining the extent 
of his discovery. A ll th a t is recorded of his hasty 
departure homewards is the following statem ent in
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T on es' account of the voyage : “ A t one hour past 
m idnight the Capitana departed w ithout any notice 
given to us and w ithout m aking any signal.” Torres, 
after w aiting many days in vain for the  re tu rn  of De 
Quires, set sail also, and passed safely through the 
s tra it dividing A ustralia  from New Guinea which now 
boars his name. H e reached M anila in 1607, b u t the 
records of his voyages lay unknow n un til 1762, when, 
after the capture of th a t city by the B ritish, the 
A dm iralty  authorities had them  translated  and pub­
lished. On reaching Acapulco, De Quiros sen t a 
memorial to the K ing of Spain, with an account of 
his discoveries, praying to be en trusted  with 
another expedition. H is prayer was gran ted  after 
some delay, bu t he died a t Panam a on his way to 
Lima.
The Dutch.— The D utch in 1606 sent out from 
Bnntam, in the E ast Indies, a small vessel, the 
Duyfhen (Dove), to explore the southern coast of 
New Guinea. The Gulf of C arpentaria, on the 
eastern  side, was also explored as far as Cape 
Kcerwecr (Turnagain), where some of the crew 
landed. M any of them were killed by the blacks, 
whereupon the captain was glad to tu rn  his ship 
homewards. For ten  years no more discoveries 
were made, bu t in 1616 Dirk HartOg", another 
D utch navigator, visited the west coast of A us­
tra lia  in the Endracht (Concord), and landed on 
the island in Shark Bay, called after him H e 
examined the coastline from 26&° to 23° S.,
and gave i t  the  name of Endracht Dand. Among 
other D utch navigators of th is period may be mem 
tioned Ja n  Carstens, who sailed along the northern  
shore of A ustralia  in the Amheim, and had the mis­
fortune to lose eight of his crew, who were m urdered 
by the blacks. Captain Edel, in 1619, explored much 
of the western coast, and the Lceuwtn (Lioness), in 
1622, sailed around the southern coast from Cape
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Leeuwin to K ing George’s Sound. P eter Nuyts, in 
the Guide Zeepard (Golden Sea Horse), in 1627, 
explored the G reat A ustralian B ight as far as the 
archipelago bearing his name. H is account of the 
land he sailed along was ju st as unfavourable as those 
furnished by his predecessors.
Proposed Settlement.— Nevertheless, the Dutch 
determ ined, in 1028, to form a settlem ent on the western 
shores of New Holland, as A ustralia  was then called. 
For th is purpose a fleet of eleven ships, under the 
command of Commodore Francis Pelsart, was des­
patched from H olland in th a t year. A ll went well 
w ith the colonising expedition until rounding the 
Cape of Good Hope, where contrary winds separated 
the ships. Soon after, P e lsa rt’s vessel was wrecked 
off H outm an’s Abrolhos, bu t these islands and 
the adjacent m ainland having little  or no water, he 
was obliged to proceed in an open boat to B ata \ ia 
for assistance and provisions. D uring P elsart’s 
absence, the supercargo (Jerom e Cornells) and a por­
tion of the shipwrecked crew formed a conspiracy 
to seize him on his re turn , take charge of the ship, 
and tu rn  pirates. M any who refused to join this 
band of desperadoes were cruelly murdered, bu t a 
num ber who had taken refuge on another island close 
by valiantly defended themselves, and anxiously 
awaited the re tu rn  of the Commodore. On his return, 
P elsart’s suspicions were aroused by the unusual 
appearance of a boatload of his crew, who pu t off to 
meet him dressed up in rich costumes made from the 
silks and other fine stuffs th a t formed part of the 
cargo of the Batavia. The m utineers (w ith the excep­
tion of two who were marooned on the m ainland near 
Champion Bay to become a prey to the blacks), were 
summarily punished by hanging, and the idea of 
m aking a perm anent settlem ent was then abandoned.
T a s m a n , 1 6 4 2 .— Abel Jansen  Tasman was sent
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out in 1642 by A ntony V an Diemen, Governor of 
the D utch possessions in the  E ast, on a discovery 
expedition. H e discovered Tasmania, which he 
named V an D iem en’s Land, and which he believed 
to be p a rt of the m ainland of A ustralia . H e 
reported the country to be inhabited  by giants, not 
knowing th a t the notches, five feet apart, cu t in the 
trunks of the trees, were used by the aborigines in 
climbing after opossums. The same year Tasm an d is­
covered New Zealajid, which he believed to  be one 
island. A fterw ards he discovered th e  F riendly  
Islands, Fiji, and o ther small groups in the  Pacific.
In  1644 Tasman was sent out in the  Lirnmen to 
determine, among other things, w hether New Guinea 
was connected w ith the G reat South Land. H e sur­
veyed the Gulf of C arpentaria, which he named after 
Governor-General C arpeutier, of B atavia. M any of the 
bays and islands in the Gulf of C arpentaria still bear 
names significant of Tasm an’s visit (g.^., Lirnmen Bight, 
named after his ship, and M aria Island, nam ed after 
IMaria V an Diemen, the daughter of A ntony  V an 
Diemen).
Vlaming’, 1696.— The “ Swan R iver,” so called 
from the numerous black swans found there, was 
discovered by V lam ing in the  Geelvink (Goldfinch), 
while in search of a D utch cargo vessel th a t had been 
lost, i t  was thought, on the west coast of A ustralia. 
A fter carefully exam ining the coast from the Swan 
R iver to the N orth-w est Cape he sailed for B atavia, 
tak ing  w ith him two black swans, whicR were a t th a t 
tim e considered a prodigy.
William Dampier, 1688 and 1699 .—The world
is indebted to W illiam  Dampier, a buccaneering, 
roving Englishm an, for the first genuine account of 
the north-w estern parts of A ustralia, w ritten  in a 
vivid narrative style. Tired of his piratical 
pursuits in the W est Indies, he, in 1688, joined a
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vessel commanded by Captain Swan, a friend of his, 
and intended for trade  on the South Am erican coast. 
The crew, however, m utinied and became pirates. 
E ventually  the  vessel reached the Philippine Islands, 
where the captain and forty others were pu t on shore 
and left to the ir fate. D am pier rem ained on the ship, 
and, w ith the rem ainder of the crew, proceeded in 
quest of a quiet spot where his vessel could be cleaned 
and repaired w ithout in terruption. This he found in 
Cygnet Bay, an offshoot of K ing Sound, on the north ­
west coast of A ustralia, and near a group of islets 
which he called “ Buccaneers’ A rchipelago.” D uring 
his sojourn of over two months, Dampier, who ap 
pears to have avoided the society of the rough 
buccaneers as much as possible, made a careful ex­
am ination of the surrounding country. H e noted the 
land and sea breezes (which he quaintly  describes), 
the habits and m anners of the natives, the p lants and 
anim als peculiar to the country, and all of his re­
m arks on these m atters show a keen observation and 
a critical judgm ent. Dam pier qu itted  the vessel a t 
the  N icobar Islands, from which he reached Sum atra 
in a canoe, and, a fte r m any adventures, reached E ng­
land. H e afterw ards published an account of his 
voyages, which the fertile  im agination of Defoe made 
the ground work of his delightful novel, “ Robinson 
Crusoe.”
Moved by a restless spirit, and influenced by power­
ful patrons, Dampier, after a short re tirem ent on his 
esta te  in  England, undertook another voyage to New 
H olland, to  decide w hether i t  was a continent or only 
an archipelago. H e sailed in the Eoehuck under an 
A dm iralty  commission, and on 1st August, 1699, 
arrived a t  Shark  Bay, where he spent eight days 
in a fruitless search for water. H e explored the 
north-w est coast for 1000 miles, and describes i t  as a 
barren  and waterless desert, while the inhabitants 
appeared to  him to be the most miserable and de­
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graded on the face of the earth , disgusting and 
repulsive both in appearance and habits. H e described 
the kangaroo as “ a strange creature like a  racoon, 
which used only its hind legs, and, instead of walking, 
advanced by great bounds or leaps of twelve or fifteen 
feet a t a tim e.”
In  1705 Martin Van Delft conducted the last 
voyage of exploration undertaken by the Dutch. l ie  
sailed along the north coast, b u t the results of the 
voyage were in no way im portant.
Captain James Cook, 1770,—The B ritish Go­
vernm ent, in 1768, sent out a small expedition for a 
double purpose— to observe the tran s it of Venus in the 
South Seas, and to explore New Zealand. The com­
mand was given to the adm irable and in trepid  
navigator. Captain Cook, whom New South W ales 
has honoured with a sta tue  in Sydney. A small 
vessel, the Endeavour, was supplied him. Accom­
panying him were two naturalists, Mr. (afterw ards 
Sir) Joseph Banks and Dr. Solander, a pupil of the 
celebrated Linnaeus, besides Mr. Green, a well-known 
astronomer, Mr. Buchan, a draughtsm an, and Mr. 
Parkinson, an artist. A rrived a t Tahiti, the first 
p a rt of his mission was adm irably carried out, the 
observations of the tran sit having been very suc­
cessful. T hat accomplished, he directed his course 
towards New Zealand, which he circum navigated 
and mapped. Then, after passing through Cook’s 
S tra it, he sailed west and sighted Ai^stralia near 
Cape Howe. Continuing his course northw ards he gave 
to the chief headlands and inlets he passed names 
significant of their appearance or in honour of his 
friends and patrons, and on 28th A pril, 1770, he 
reached Botany Bay, where he rem ained ten days. 
The natives resisted his landing, and were quite hostile 
during his stay, notw ithstanding the numerous efforts 
ho made to be friendly with them. The names of the
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naturalists, B anks and Solander, were given to the 
two headlands of the bay. W hen he left Botany Bay 
he sailed north. H e did not en ter P o rt Jackson, 
th ink ing  from the narrow  entrance i t  was only a 
boat harbour, b u t in honour of his friend. Sir George 
Jackson, he gave i t  the  name it has ever since 
borne. H e continued his voyage, passing and naming 
several prom inent features on the coast— e.g., Broken 
Bay, Smoky Cape, P o in t Danger, &c.— until he reached 
the Queensland coast. Still sailing northw ard, his 
vessel struck on the G reat B arrier Reef, and only 
after strenuous efforts did he succeed in getting  her 
off. I t  was soon found, however, th a t she was 
leaking badly, and in this condition she was brought 
«vitk all possible haste to the shore a t the m outh of a 
stream  called by Cook the Endeavour. On beaching 
the vessel there i t  was found th a t a large lump of 
coral had pierced her tim bers, and, rem aining fast 
in the hole i t  had made, saved the vessel from 
foundering. H aving effected the necessary repairs 
Cook sailed northw ard past Cape York, near which 
he took possession of the whole of the eastern coast 
of New  H olland for George I I I . ,  bestowing upon it  
the name of New South W ales.
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COLONISATION OF N E W  SOUTH W ALES.
The loss of the Am erican colonies led to the 
colonisation of A ustralia. A fter the “ Declaration 
of Independence,” in 1776, English convicts could 
no longer be sent to V irginia, and the English 
Governm ent had therefore to look out for a new 
penal settlem ent. Cook’s “ B otany Bay ” occurred to 
them. From his account of the eastern seaboard 
i t  was a pleasant, fertile, promising land — in 
marked contrast w ith the gloomy western shores, 
as described by Dampier. I t  was, moreover, so 
d is tan t from civilisation th a t there was no danger 
of convicts, once there, m aking their escape. A ll these 
considerations had w eight w ith V iscount Sydney, who 
was a t th a t time Secretary of S tate  for the  Colonies, 
and he determ ined to p lan t a convict colony in New 
South Wales. Captain Arthur Phillip (1788- 
1792) was selected to command the expedition and 
to be h rs t Governor of the settlem ent.
First Fleet.—The “ first fleet ” consisted of the 
20-ton frigate Sirius, its tender the  Supply  (under 
Captain John  H unter), w ith three storeships, and 
six transports for conveying the crimii^als (756 in 
number, of whom 192 were women), and a guard of 
178 soldiers. The fleet sailed from England in May, 
1787, and arrived a t  Botany Bay on the 18th, 19th, 
and 20th January , 1788.
Port Jackson.— A fter a day or tw o’s experience 
of Botany Bay, its shores were deemed unsuitable as 
a site for the fu ture  settlem ent. I ts  w aters were 
Bhallow and afforded no safe anchorage, and the ships
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being unable to proceed very far up the  bay, had to 
lie near the  heads exposed to  winds and waves. 
Phillip  a t  once saw th a t  i t  was unsuitable, and 
w ithout delay set out in search of a be tte r site. 
This he soon discovered in P o rt Jackson, with 
whose beauty  and ex ten t he was in  raptures. 
H e was a t  first undecided w hether to  settle on 
the north  or south shore of the  harbour, b u t the 
discovery of a small stream  of fresh w ater running 
into an in le t which he called Sydney Cove decided 
his selection. On 26th Jan u a ry  (known ever since 
as A nniversary  Day) the  ships were brought round 
from B otany and anchored in the Cove The prisoners 
were landed, and a t once set to work clearing the 
land. A  flagstafi" was erected, volleys were discharged 
by the marines, and the Governor read his commission. 
H e also delivered a kindly address to the convicts, 
and advised them  as to th e ir fu ture  conduct. This 
done, little  tim e was lost in providing for the shelter 
and o ther m aterial w ants of the  little  community.
Relig’ion .—I t  is strange and unaccountable th a t 
C aptain  Phillip, who is credited w ith prudence, 
sagacity, and foresight, and who was most zealous in 
preparations for the  expedition, made no provision for 
the spiritual w ants of the men, women, and children 
com m itted to his charge. No m inister of religion, 
schoolmaster, or teacher was appointed to in stru c t the 
ignorant. W as the oversight his fault, or th a t of the 
G overnm ent? W as it  owing to thoughtlessness or 
indifference to religion ? W hatever the cause, i t  was 
a g reat m istake, a national calamity, and cost the 
G overnm ent dear. Religion is divine. To it  we owe 
our civilisation, our good laws, our salu tary  in stitu ­
tions. I ts  influence is fe lt universally, where tru th  
and v irtue abound. H ad  Phillip  had its m inisters to 
in struc t and console the  convicts, he would not have 
been “ forced to govern w ith the lash and the hang­
man’s rope.” I t  was no t for w ant of being reminded
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of their du ty  th a t the  Governm ent neglected theii 
obligation to the fallen colonists. The Rev. F ather 
Thomas W alshe, an Irish  priest, petitioned Lord 
Sydney to perm it himself and a bro ther priest 
to go out to m inister to the spiritual w ants of 
their co-religionists. They volunteered the ir services 
w ithout fee or reward, merely asking for the ir passage. 
Their tru ly  Catholic and self-sacrificing appeal was 
not entertained, nay, i t  was not even acknowledged.*
This is F ather W alshe’s le tte r :—
M y Lo r d ,
You have been apprised of the desire which two  
clergymen of the Catholic persuasion have to instruct the 
convicts, who are of their faith , and who are destined for 
Botany Bay. I beg leave to inform your Lordship of my sen ti­
m ents concerning this request. There are not less, probably, 
than 300, ignorant, you may im agine, of every principle of 
duty to God and man. The number is great, and consequently  
constitutes an object of consequence to every man who has 
the happiness of his neighbour at heart. That the Catholics 
of th is country are not only of inoffensive principles, but that 
they are zealously attached to the constitution of it, I may 
presume, is well known to your Lordship. For my part, who 
am one of those clergymen who wish to take care of the con­
victs of my persuasion, I  beg to acquaint your Lordship that 
if I be so happy as to be perm itted to go, I  trust my en­
deavours to bring these unhappy people to a proper sense of 
their duty as subjects and citizens may be attended w ith  some 
salutary consequence. They earnestly desire some Catholic 
clergyman may go w ith them , and I trust to the known 
hum anity of the Government that a request which seems to 
promise some hopes of their reformation w ill not be denied, 
i t  is w ell known that these people w ill not ps^ the attention  
to the other m inisters which they w ill to their own. Perhaps, 
also, the presence of their priests may be of great use to make 
them readily obey every order of their Governor, and I have 
no doubt our conduct w ill m eet the approbation of them.
I sincerely p ity  those poor people, not so much for the 
disagreeable situation into which they have brought them ­
selves as for the misdemeanours which have made them  
deserving of it. Yet, I trust if their ignorance be removed, 
and their obligations as men and Christians be forcibly incul­
• See B arton’s History of New S m tb Wales, from the  Records, Vol. I., p. 61.
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cated to them , th at th is may be a means, under Providence, of 
their becom ing useful to them selves, and perhaps afterwards 
to their country.
A t least th is I  sincerely wish. Nor do I think I can ever 
be as happy elsewhere as in the place of their destination, 
em ployed in using my endeavours to bring them  out of the 
wretched state of depravity into which they have fallen. I 
entreat, therefore, m ost hum bly, that th is our request may 
be granted. These poor people w ill bless and thank you. I 
shall take care that they be not forgetful of their obligations 
to the Governor and Lord Sydney.
I have the honour of subscribing m yself,
Your Lordship’s m ost humble servant,
T h o m a s  W a l s i i k , Priest.
P  S .—M y L o r d , —W e are not so presumptuous as to 
wish support from the Government ; we offer our voluntary 
services. W e hope, however, not to oGend in entreating for 
our passage
This petition  breathes throughout the true  sp irit of 
the missionary priest.
One m inister of religion only— the Rev, Richard 
Johnson— accompanied the fleet. A t the eleventh 
hour he was appointed a t the earnest request of a 
P ro te s tan t bishop.
Troubles and Suffering’s of Early Colonists.
— The work of clearing the land for building pur­
poses and cultivation  was rapidly proceeded with 
I t  was soon found th a t the bulk of the  convicts 
were idle, lazy, and im provident, more inclined to 
pull down ra th e r than  build up— adepts a t steal­
ing, b u t useless as farm  hands. None of them  knew 
any th ing  of farm ing. The only m an in the settle­
m ent who had any knowledge of p lanting  and sowing 
was one of the Governor’s servants. U nder those 
circum stances b u t little  food could be raised from the 
soil, though a supply was much needed, for the pro­
visions th a t  had been brought were running short. 
S tarvation  staring  the young colony in the face, the 
Governor despatched the Supply to B atavia and the 
Sirius to Cape Colony for stores. They returned with 
only a few weeks’ stock, and soon the outlook was as
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gloomy as befora All the inhabitants, from the 
Governor downwards, wore pu t on short rations and 
num bers died of starvation. The colony was relieved 
by sending 280 persons to Norfolk Island, where they 
were expected to support themselves by the cultivation 
of its fertile soil. The Siriiis, which conveyed them 
thither, struck on a rock a t the island, bu t fortunately  
there was no loss of life. The arrival of a second lot 
of convicts did not tend to lessen the prevailing 
trouble and distress. Disease, neglect, and sickness had 
left their m arks upon the new arrivals. Few if any 
out of the 1500 were fit for anyth ing  bu t the infirmary 
or hospital. Hut the darkest hour had passed. Three 
store ships arrived most opportunely, bringing pro­
visions sufficient to dispel all fears of famine, and 
never afterw ards were the convicts exposed to such 
terrible privations as they had undergone.
The First Catholics.— In  addition to the ir share 
of the corporeal suflerings th a t threatened destruction 
to the in fan t settlem ent, the Catholic portion of the 
community had to bear the cross of spiritual d estitu ­
tion. O ther convicts had their clergymen— they  had 
none; and, when the best-disposed of them m et under 
a clump of gum trees or other shady re trea t to recite 
the Rosary, read the litanies or prayers a t Mass, they 
were accused of p lo tting  rebellion, and forbidden, 
under the severest pains and penalties, to meet 
together for any purpose.
W hen New South W ales was founded in 1788, the 
penal laws against Catholics were in full force 
throughout the B ritish dominions. The toleration to 
teach their religion and to worship God in their own 
way, now happily prevailing under most governments, 
was then denied thenu The golden rule, to do to 
others as we would have others do unto us, was little  
observed in those days ; and nowhere, perhaps, and 
possibly by no others was its non-observance so much
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felt as by the Catholic convicts of Sydney. Theirs 
was a hard  lot. In  spiritual m atters they were worse 
off th an  the early Christians. The first C hristians in 
Rome could fulfil and a tten d  to the duties of public 
worship, under privations, difficulties, and dangers 
no doubt, bu t still they could do so. The first 
Catholics of A ustra lia  were bereaved of all spiritual 
comfort and consolations. They had no priest to 
celebrate Mass for them, to in struct them, or adm in­
ister the  sacram ents to them. F urther, they were 
the victim s of in to leran t prejudice. They were forced 
to a tten d  the services of the Church of England for 
twelve years— 1788 to 1800. L iberty  of conscience 
was denied them. Their rulers assumed th a t their 
souls as well as th e ir bodies were under bond to the 
S tate. The neglect of the spiritual interests of the 
Catholic portion of the  convicts may have been owing, 
as M r. G. B. B arton observes, to “ official indifference 
to religion.” The statesm en of th a t period certainly 
did no t recognise its  healing, reforming, strengthening, 
and guiding influence. The first governors took their 
tone from them. The a ttem pts a t  proselytising the 
shepherdless Catholics reflect little  credit on Governor 
Phillip  or his successor. Governor H unter.
La Perouse.— Two French discovery ships, under 
the command of La Perouse, pu t in a t B otany Bay 
for repairs shortly after P h illip ’s arrival. W hile 
there, the  n a tu ra lis t of the expedition, Pere Receveur, 
died from wounds received a t the N avigator’s Islands 
and was buried on the north  side of the bay, a 
monument, afterw ards destroyed by the aborigines, 
being erected over his grave. Governor Phillip, in a 
friendly spirit, had another erected, w ith the original 
inscription engraved on a copper plate, which 
he a ttached  to an adjacent tree. The late Rev. 
F a th e r N or her t  W oolf rey, of W averley, had a large 
slab placed over the grave of Pere Receveur, w ith the 
inscription engraven in it, while a t  the  same time
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he caused a substantial iron railing to be erected 
around it.
Explorations.— Phillip  before his re tu rn  to E ng­
land, in 1792, had explored the coast north as far as 
Broken Bay and the H aw kesbury, and the d istric t 
west as far as Richmond and Penrith , which he 
describes as “ good country.”
C H A P T E R  I I I .
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Governor Hunter, 1795-1800.—From  the de­
parture  of Governor Phillip  in December, 1792, till 
the arrival of H u n ter in September, 1795, the colony 
was ruled by M ajor Grose, as Acting-Governor, for 
two years, and for the rem ainder of the period 
by C aptain Paterson. D uring the three years of 
their rule, these two otlicers secured for themselves 
a monopoly of land, labour, and trade. The choicest 
blocks of land around the settlem ent they partitioned 
among themselves and their friends, the labours of 
the convicts they controlled and directed for the ir own 
benetit and th a t of their favourites. They bought up 
merchandise a t their own price as i t  arrived (owners 
being prohibited from selling i t  to the bestead vantage), 
and retailed the goods often a t  a profit of 1200 per cent. 
Their G overnm ent was little  be tte r than  a m ilitary 
despotism, and the ir principal aim was to make money 
by any means, good or bad. To Grose m ust be laid 
the charge of establishing the wholesale traffic in rum  
by the N ew  South Wales Corps—a body of soldiers 
enlisted in England in 1790 for service in the  colony. 
H e had acted as recruiting  agent in the organisation
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of th is corps, which contained w ithin its ranks men 
who had been a disgrace to every B ritish  regiment. 
H un ter, on his arrival, tried  hard  to pu t down the 
evil practices of the m ilitary, whose unscrupulous 
conduct tended to lower, ra ther than  raise, the moral 
condition of the convicts, and in a short time the 
condition of the settlem ent improved. H e brought 
out a num ber of farm ing men who received gran ts of 
land on the H aw kesbury. A bout six ty  convicts of 
short sentence tim e also received g ran ts of land, and 
most of them  became successful farmers.
The colony was now short of nothing b u t live stock. 
The attem pts to im port ca ttle  were not successful. 
The discovery in  1796 on the “ Cowpastures ” of a 
herd of 60 head— the offspring of those th a t had 
escaped during P h illip ’s tim e through the carelessness 
of the keepers— was now a source of great joy to the 
community.
Lieutenant Shortland discovered the H nnter 
Piiver in 1797, while in  pursu it of escaped convicts. 
A  coal mine was opened and worked by convict labour, 
and the town of Newcastle established.
Bass and Flinders.— George Bass, a surgeon, 
and M atthew  Flinders, a m idshipman, came out 
in the lleUance w ith H un ter. They were plucky, 
fearless young men. Soon afte r the ir arrival, they 
explored the coast from Sydney southw ards as far 
as Illaw arra, in a  boat eight feet long, called the 
Tom Thumb. In  1797 Bass set out in a w haleboat 
w ith a crew of six men, and discovered the Shoal- 
haven River, Je rv is  and Twofold Bays, and passed 
through the s tra it which bears his name as far as 
W estern  P o rt (V ictoria). I n  1798 they sailed round 
Tasm ania (which was up to th a t tim e believed to be 
p a rt of A ustralia), F linders m aking accurate charts 
of the coast. Bass’s fate is shrouded in m ystery : 
the  general opinion appears to be th a t after leaving
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A ustralia he was immured in the Brazilian silver 
mines, having been captured by the Spaniards while 
dealing in contraband goods on the South Am erican 
coast. F linders in 1800 carefully surveyed the coast 
from Sydney to H ervey Bay, and then  proceeding to 
London, published his charts. They were highly 
praised, and he was appointed to make a complete 
survey of the A ustralian  coast. This work he carried 
out in the Investigator. H e commenced his exam ina­
tion of the coast a t Cape Leeuwin, and, following 
the southern and eastern shores, reached Sydney, 
where he rem ained some time, while his vessel was 
undergoing some necessary repairs. Leaving P o rt 
Jackson, he made a careful survey of the rem ainder 
of the east coast, and then, passing through Torres 
S trait, was forced to sail to the island of Timor for 
fu rther repairs to his vessel, which was now in a very 
leaky condition. A  tem porary overhaul having been 
effected, he sailed round the north  and west coasts, 
and then back to Sydney. F linders was thus the first 
man to circum navigate the A ustralian  continent. 
H aving accomplished this, he set sail for England, 
but was obliged to pu t into the M auritius to have 
his vessel repaired. H ere he was imprisoned by De 
Caen, the  governor, and robbed of his charts, which 
were sent to France, and there published as the work 
of a French navigator named Baudin, who had m et with 
nothing but kindness from F linders in Tasmania, and 
from the people of Sydney. Flinders was liberated 
after six years’ imprisonment, and, on his arrival in 
London, prepared another set of charts and log book 
for the press, but, worn out by the effects of his long 
imprisonment, he died, on the day of their publi­
cation. H e will be ever remembered and respected as 
the most distinguished of the pioneers of A ustralian  
m aritim e exploration. I t  was, besides, a t F linders’ 
suggestion th a t the continent received, in 1814, the 
name of A ustralia, “ as being,” he said, “ more agree­
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able to the  ear, and an assim ilation to  the names of 
the o ther g rea t portions of the earth .”
Religious and Social Condition.—U p to  this time 
there was b u t one clergyman in the colony— the Rev. 
Mr. Johnson— a M oravian M ethodist. For a long time 
he preached in  the open air, having no building for his 
congregation. The G overnm ent appeared to be u tterly  
indifferent to the  interests of religion. Commodious 
buildings were erected for dwellings, stores, &c., bu t 
they  would contribute nothing towards building a 
house of prayer to God. H ow different i t  is in Catholic 
countries, as the chaplain of a Spanish exploring vessel 
which arrived in the port in 1793 observed. W hen a 
settlem ent is made by his nation, he said, “ the first 
though t of colonists and of G overnm ent is to p lant 
the cross and erect sacred edifices of religion.” On the 
arrival of Governor H un ter, Mr. Johnson plucked up 
courage to denounce the governm ent of Grose and 
Paterson, and to complain of the  official neglect of 
religion. As a resu lt of Mr. Johnson’s b itte r 
complaints and repeated appeals, a church was a t 
length erected. I t  “ was b u ilt of posts, wattle, cabbage- 
trees and mud plaster, and was covered w ith a thatch  
made of cabbage-tree leaves.” B u t a few months after­
wards, as Governor H u n te r wrote, “ some wicked and 
disaffected person or persons took an opportunity  of 
a windy and dark  night, and set fire to the church.”
Governor King, 1800-1806,— Philip  Gidley
K ing, who had been Lieutenant-G overnor of Norfolk 
Island  since 1788, succeeded H u n te r in 1800. H e 
received instructions to stop the traffic in rum  carried 
on by the New South W ales Corps. M ost of the officers 
were mercenaries, who joined the corps to make 
money (which they did by pandering to the vices 
of the convicts), and then  re tu rn  to England. Rum 
and other goods were im ported by those officers and 
sold to the convicts and settlers a t  enormous profit.
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The Governor acted promptly, and confiscated large 
quantities of spirits, much of which was the product 
of illicit distillation, for, in consequence of the great 
demand for arden t spirits among the colonists, illicit 
stills were numerous, and farm ers soon found th a t 
they could make about th ree times as much out of 
their wheat when distilled than  they could by selling 
the grain* H e regulated the selling price of rum, 
fixing it  a t 10s. per gallon. This action naturally  
gave grave offence to the gang of m ilitary rum 
dealers, two of whom, for instance, had in their 
establishm ent no less than  4000 gallons of rum, which 
they had been unwilling to p a rt w ith a t  even £ l  per 
gallon.
The First Priests, 1800.— Fathers Dixon, Harold, 
and O’Neil, the first Catholic priests, arrived in 1800. 
They were transported  for being suspected of 
taking part in the Irish  rebellion of 1798, bu t they 
were innocent of the charges made against them. 
F ather O’Neil having been pardoned, re turned  to 
Ire land  in 1802. Father H arold was told off to 
Norfolk Island, and F ather D ixon was appointed by 
the Colonial Governm ent in 1803 to adm inister to the 
religious w ants of the  Catholics of Sydney and its 
outskirts. The three principal settlem ents of the 
colony then were Sydney, P arram atta , and the 
H awkesbury, which he attended in rotation, under 
restrictive regulations published by the authorities. 
Governor K ing bore testim ony to the “ regular and 
exemplary conduct ” of F a th er Dixon, while his own 
flock testified to his zeal, charity, and devotedness to 
his sacred calling. Nevertheless th is same Governor
made the rising of convicts a t Castle H ill in
1804 a pretex t for depriving F a ther D ixon of the 
small allowance and rations he received from the 
Government. Of fom enting or favouring the out­
break a t Castle H ill he was as innocent as the
Governor himself ; hu t having been sent out as a
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rebel he was considered a “ tu rbu len t priest,” whom 
it was expedient to get rid  of.
W o o l-g ’FOWing’. —A fter several years’ service as 
a member of the New South W ales Corps, Captain 
M acarthur, perceiving the great facilities the colony 
presented for sheep-farming, gave up his commission 
and entered upon wool-growing. H e received from 
K ing  a large g ran t of land a t Camden. "He tried 
two or th ree breeds of sheep which produced 
wool of inferior quality. A fter some failures and 
delay he succeeded, during a visit to  England, in 
getting  from K ing  George I I I . ,  who was greatly  
in terested  in farm ing affairs, some merino sheep, 
which proved to be suitable for the climate of New 
South W ales. The in troduction  of th is little  flock 
may be regarded as the  commencement of the great 
staple industry  of A ustralia.
Outbreak at Castle H ill .— A gang of convicts, 
200 or 300 strong, working on the road a t Castle H ill, 
near P arram atta , rose in 1804 against the ir guards, 
removed the ir irons, and m arched w ith firearms to­
wards the H aw kesbury, expecting to  be joined by 
others in th a t d istrict. They were overtaken near 
W indsor by M ajor Johnston  and 25 soldiers. The 
ringleadei-s were executed. The rest, on promise of 
fu tu re  good behaviour, were allowed to re tu rn  to 
the ir work.
Persecution of Priests.— Im m ediately after the 
d isturbance F a th er D ixon was obstructed in his 
duties, his allowance withdraw n, and his rations 
stopped, because the  authorities pretended to believe 
th a t the Irish  political prisoners instigated “ the 
Castle H ill m utiny .” M r. H olt, in his autobiography, 
asserts th a t  among those who broke out were free 
men, Englishm en and assigned servants. F ather 
Dixon left the colony in 1808, and F ather Harold, 
who had been a t  N orfolk Island, came to Sydney
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and officiated in his place. B u t a regulation 
was issued and enforced, compelling all convicts, 
w ithout distinction, to a ttend  Divine service in the 
Church of England, the penalty  for non-observance 
being from twenty-five to fifty lashes. This cruel and 
in to lerant rule separated F a th e r H arold  from his flock. 
As he could no longer discharge his sacred duties, he 
left the colony in 1809, and for eight years, from 
1809 to 1817, the Catholics were w ithout a priest. 
They often begged to be excused from attend ing  the 
P ro testan t service, bu t the cu rt reply of the clerical 
m agistrate was —“ G o t o  church, or be flogged.” I t  
was evident th a t the Governm ent was ben t on allow­
ing no other form of Divine worship bu t th a t of the 
Church of England P resbyterians and other dis­
senters were coerced like the Catholics. M any addi­
tions were made to the ranks of the Church of 
England clergy, and she was blossoming as the  S tate 
Church of New South W ales
Governor Blig’h (1806-1808).—C aptain Bligh, 
the hero of the m utiny of the Bounty, and a naval 
officer of distinction, succeeded Governor K ing in 
1806 H e came with instructions from the B ritish 
Governm ent to stam p out the traffic in rum-selling 
by the m ilitary officers. H e spared no pains to effect 
this and other reforms of a social nature, bu t failed 
because a powerful and interested clique stood in his 
way a t every step. H is order prohibiting the barter 
of spirits for produce or goods of any kind was 
disregarded Then commenced the struggle which 
ended in his expulsion.
Captain Jo h n  M acarthur was imprisoned for 
allowing a convict to escape from a small vessel, of 
which he was p a rt owner. Bligh appointed a court 
to try  him, consisting of Judge-A dvocate A tkins, and 
six officers as a jury. M acarthur objected to being 
tried by A tkins, on the ground th a t he was preju­
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diced, and a b itte r enemy of his. The m ilitary officers 
sided w ith  A tkius, and the Governor th reatened  to 
imprison them  for the ir action. H e requested Major 
Johnston, the  com m andant, to w ait on him for the 
purpose of discussing th e ir conduct. The major 
declined to  do so. But, on the petition of the 
principal residents of Sydney, he proceeded to 
G overnm ent House, in full m ilitary  array, and over­
tu rned  the Governm ent of the colony by arresting 
Blifih.
INIajor Johnston  had himself appointed Governor, 
M acarthur was made Colonial Secretary, while all the 
o ther im portan t offices in the  G overnm ent were 
bestowed upon the ir friends. H e carried on the 
G overnm ent un til superseded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Foveaux, his senior officer, who in tu rn  gave way to 
Colonel Paterson, then  stationed in Tasmania. 
A fte r about a year’s “ im prisonm ent ” in Government 
House, Bligh was liberated by Paterson, on 
condition th a t he would leave the colony for England. 
Instead  of doing so, he endeavoured, in vain, to enlist 
the sym pathies of the  H aw kesbury settlers in his 
behalf. H e then  w ent over to Tasm ania for the 
same purpose, and was kindly received by the people ; 
bu t news from Sydney having arrived of his solemn 
promise to leave the  colony w ithout raising any dis­
turbance, he did not succeed. H e escaped being 
re-arrested by sailing a t last for England, where he was 
appointed to an im portan t post in the  navy. The 
home Government, as a m atter of course, resented 
the  high-handed action of those who had taken p a rt 
against Bligh. Johnston  was tried  by court-m artial 
in London for his p a rt in the  rebellion against 
Bligh, and was cashiered from the service. M acar­
th u r having left the  arm y some years before, was 
not amenable to m ilitary  justice ; bu t he was sum­
moned to England and afterw ards interdicted  from 
re turn ing  to the colony for eight years.
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Catholic.—The Catholics were still w ithout a 
priest or guide to attend to their sp iritual wants, or to 
d irect them in the way of salvation.
Governor Macquarie, 1810-1821.—Lachlan 
M acquarie had instructions from the home Govern­
m ent to reinstate Bligh for tw enty-four hours, bu t 
he having left the colony such a course was impossible. 
A ll the officers dismissed on the a rrest of Bligh were 
reinstated, and the New South W ales Corps was 
ordered to proceed to England U nder the new 
Governor the morals of the com m unity began visibly 
to improve. The tem ptations of the rum  traffic 
were removed. He encouraged industry  and tem ­
perance, and promoted education. H e has been 
described as a “ roads and building governor,” by 
reason of his activ ity  in converting tracks in to  roads 
and frail structures in to  substantial edifices.
The forming of the road over the Blue M ountains 
in 1815 was the great event of his adm inistration. 
M any attem pts had been made to cross the Blue 
M ountains, b u t they ended in failure un til Gregory 
Bla.i'land, Lieutenant Lawson, and William Charles 
Wentworth discovered a route in 1813. Convicts were 
a t once set to work, and in two years completed the 
road from P en rith  to B athurst. The rich pasture 
lands of the west were then opened to flockowners on 
the coast, who gladly availed themselves of them, and 
soon settled on the plains of the  M acquarie and 
Lachlan.
M acquarie’s favour and encouragem ent to the 
“ em ancipist convicts, whose sentences had expired, 
b rought upon him the resentm ent of a num ber of 
free settlers. M ost of these convicts had been tran s­
ported for offences which, a t the present time, would 
render them  liable only to a few weeks’ imprisonm ent. 
I t  was nothing bu t base envy on the p a rt of the free 
settlers to oppose the ir redemption. A fter serving
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two term s of governorship M acquarie retired  in 1821, 
regretted  by the bulk of the colonists.
Arrival of Father Jeremiah Flynn,— F ather 
Flynn, w ith the au tho rity  of P refect Apostolic from 
the H oly Father, arrived in Sydney in 1817, to m inister 
to the  spiritual w ants of Catholics, who had been 
w ithout a priest since the departure of F a th e r Dixon. 
H e had au thority  from Rome to adm inister the Sacra­
m ent of Conhrm ation. Pious, zealous, and burning 
for the  salvation of souls, he travelled to all the centres 
of population in the colony, baptising, hearing con­
fessions, giving instructions, and celebrating Mass. 
H is g reat zeal and edifying demeanour bred envy in 
the minds of a narrow-minded clique of anti-Catholics, 
who cried out for his expulsion M acquarie unfor­
tunately  listened to them, and although he had the 
reputation of being firm, humane, and liberal, yet in 
this instance he showed his weakness, prejudice, and 
despotism. H e  declined to en te rta in  the petition 
of 400 respectable colonists of all denominations, 
praying th a t  F a th e r F lynn  m ight be allowed to 
rem ain in the country for the  good of the Catholic 
portion of the  community. To prefer such a request, 
he said, was a piece of “ presum ption.” So the good 
priest had to leave the shores of A ustralia . Before 
leaving, i t  is said th a t he left the  Blessed Sacram ent 
in the house of Mr. W illiam  Davis, on Church H ill, 
Sydney, near where St. P a tr ick ’s now stands. A round 
the Blessed Sacram ent many of the Catholics of Sydney 
prayed on Sundays and holidays, th a t their Saviour 
would take p ity  on them , and send them priests. D r. 
Polding, in his report of the Mission for the Propaga­
tion of the Faith , a ttests  th a t the Blessed Sacram ent 
was found uncorrupt, and th a t the  species was con­
sumed on the arrival of F athers T herry and Conolly.
F ather F lynn  lost no time, on re turn ing  to Ireland, 
in bringing his grievance before the Rev. Dr. England
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(soon after appointed Bishop of Charleston), then on 
a visit to Cork. The la tte r  brought the m atter before 
Lord Donoghmore, M .P. for Cork, who had it  dis­
cussed in the House of Commons. The a rb itra ry  
conduct of the Governor was severely censured, and 
it was generally acknowledged th a t great injustice 
had been done in depriving 10,000 poor Catholics 
of their esteemed spiritual adviser and pastor.
The Rev. Fathers Therry and Conolly.—
These two good priests arrived in the ship James on 
2nd May, 1820. They brought w ith them  powers 
from their ecclesiastical superiors and full civil 
au thority  from the Home Government. Each had a 
salary of £100  a year. They presented themselves 
w ithout delay to General M:xcquarie, who acknow­
ledged their credentials, bu t determ ined to fe tter 
them as much as possible. On the 6 th  June , 1820, 
he issued instructions to them  “ not to try  to make 
converts from the members of the Church of England 
or P ro testan ts in general, to confine their labom s to 
those of their own flock, and warned them  on their 
peril.” They were not to interfere w ith the Catholic 
children in the orphan schools, all of whom were being 
brought up in the faith  and tenets of the Church of 
England. H e fu rther ordered th a t Mass should be 
celebrated only on Sundays and holidays of the 
Church of England. Though tolerating  them, he 
appeared to be sorry he could not compel everybody 
in the colony to a ttend  the services of the English 
Church under fines and pains. H e could ngt drive Hiem 
out of the colony as he had driven F a th er F lynn, bu t 
he did w hat he could to ham per them. H e had, 
however, in F ather Therry and F a th er Conolly’ 
stern, devoted missionaries to deal w ith who were not 
to be daunted by decrees or threats, who were, like 
St. Paul, chosen vessels to bear the name of the Lord 
far and wide in spite of perils and dangers.
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First Catholic Church.— The w ant of a  church in 
which to oher the  H oly Sacrifice and to give instruc­
tions in the  W ord of God was a t once felt by Fathers 
T herry  and Conolly. They resolved to supply i t  w ithout 
delay. Two m onths after the ir arrival a m eeting was 
held in the  C ourt House, Sydney, presided over by the 
Rev. Philip  Conolly, a t which it  was resolved to build 
the first Catholic Church in A ustralia. The Govern­
m ent gave the site, and the foundation stone of S't. 
M arys  was laid on 29th October, 1821, by Governor 
M acquarie, who, in reply to F a th er T herry’s address to 
him, said : “ I t  was a great gratification to me to 
witness and assist a t  the ceremony now perform ed.” 
The Government Gazette reported the attendance a t 
the ceremony as a “ vast assemblage of respectable 
persons.” The plans and designs for the  sacred edifice 
were on a large scale. People thought it  absurd for 
F ather T herry  to have w hat they believed visionary 
notions about the  vastness of the fu tu re  temple. “ I t  
will never be completed,” they said ; “ there will never 
be a congregation large enough to fill i t .” How  mis­
taken were those views and how true  the confidence of 
the reverend founder tim e and results have proved. H e 
saw his designs completed and the cathedral filled to 
overflowing before his death. F a th e r Conolly went 
to Tasm ania in 1820, and un til the  arrival in 1826 of 
F a th er Power, F a th e r T herry  had no assistance. 
D uring these six years his m issionary labours were 
incessant. H is flock was scattered over a large area, 
which embraced P arram atta , W ollongong, Hawkes- 
bury, P enrith , and other places.
Governor Brisbane (1821-1825).—Sir Thomas 
B risbane’s vice-royalty, which lasted only four 
years was rem arkable for reforms and explorations. 
H e gave freedom to the Press in 1821, tria l by jury, 
and an instalm ent of self governm ent by the appoint­
m ent of an  Executive Council of seven to advise him. 
The explorations of Surveyor-General Oxley in the
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north led to the discovery of the Brisbane River, 
where a convict establishm ent was formed, and the 
city of Brisbane founded. H um e and Hovell, in 
lb J4 , led an exploring party  from Bake George to 
W estern B ert, V ictoria, discovering the IVIurrum- 
bidgee and the M urray on the way. A llan Cun- 
ningliam, botanist, discovered a short and practicable 
route into the Liverpool P lains through P andora’s 
Pass. Brisbane bu ilt an observatory a t P a rra ­
m atta  and devoted himself to the  study of 
astronomy, finding relief in the study  of th is and 
other pursuits from the wrangling of the two rival 
parties in the  State, the “ Exclusives ” and the 
“ Em ancipists.” The former claimed to be alone 
entitled  to gran ts of land and other favours from the 
G overnm ent; the la tte r (who were once convicts, bu t 
who had become free on the term ination  of their 
sentences) demanded equal righ ts w ith the ir rivals. 
I t  was impossible to please both parties, and the 
Governor was glad to be recalled, in 1825, before 
the end of his term  of office.
Governor Darling- (1825-1831).—This Gover­
nor, through Ills blundering, was unpopular throughout 
lus adm inistration. H e drove the “ E m an cip is ts” 
appointed by Macquarie out of the public service 
E e  was a t war w ith the Press. H e had a bill passed 
through the Legislative Council wherein a second 
conviction for libel was punishable w ith  banishm ent 
from Lew  South W ales. I t  was aimed a t  W illiam 
Uiiarles entw orth, one of the founders of The 
JuanaZta?;, a newspaper which persistently  attacked 
with great severity the acts of the Governor. H e 
strove, also, to drive F a th er Therry from the colony 
and m ight have succeeded bu t for W entw orth , th^n 
the leading barrister and public man in Sydney, and 
the determ ined foe of bigotry and oppression.
F a ther Therry was deprived of his salary for no
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fault of his or breach of regulations, bu t simply 
through a p rin te r’s error. In  a le tte r to the Sydney 
Gazette^ recounting the m any grievances of his flock, 
the zealous archpriest, referring to the clergy of the 
Church of England, said th a t “ they were entitled to 
and possessed his unqualified respect." The word 
unqualified was prin ted  qualified. The prin ter ad­
m itted  the m istake was his, yet F a th e r d 'herry was 
punished for “ disrespect to the E stablishm ent.” 
This was the poor plea used for depriving him of the 
small allowance from the State, bu t his real offence 
consisted in exposing the exclusiveness of the Govern­
m ent in respect of schools, burial grounds, &c. The 
Governm ent offered F a th e r T herry £300  to leave the 
colony, bu t such a good shepherd would not desert 
his flock, and he was encouraged to rem ain by 
W entw orth, who advised him th a t the Governor 
could not send him out of the colony. P rohibited by 
the Government, F a th e r Therry was obstructed by the 
officials in the discharge of his du ty  in the hospitals 
and gaols. H e was not, however, to be deterred by 
bans or bayonets from visiting the sick and com­
forting the dying. N either soldier nor sentinel, 
pampered menial nor hireling, could resist his zeal and 
fortitude in the service of God. I t  is recorded that 
on going to one of the hospitals to visit a dying man 
he was stopped by the guard. A ddressing him, he 
said : “ The salvation of this man depends upon my 
m inistration. W hich is your du ty  Impressed by 
his earnestness, the  sentinel lowered his arm s and 
allowed him to pass. M any other instances are on 
record of F a th er T herry ’s zeal in the cause of God 
overcoming all obstacles.
The principal explorations in D arling’s time were 
the discovery of the river D arling by Captain Charles 
Sturt in 1828, and of the D arling Downs in 1827 
by A llan Cunningham. In  1829 Captain S tu rt 
and George Mac I cay explored the M urrumbidgce,
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and M urray as far as Lake A lexandrina. They 
suffered extrem e hardship on their re turn , which 
m ight have proved fatal bu t for the kindness of the 
natives. M ilitary outposts were established a t 
W estern P o rt (V ictoria), K ing  George’s Sound and 
Swan R iver (W .A .), to avert th reatened  occupation 
by the French in any p a rt of A ustralia.
The political reforms effected were an increase in 
the members of the Legislative Council from seven 
to fifteen, and the “ Bushranging A ct,” which had the 
effect of speedily suppressing crime and restoring 
order. The Governor was recalled in 1831, much to 
the satisfaction of his opponents.
Governor Sir Richard Bourke (1831-1837)
succeeded D arling. Liked from the start, his popu­
larity  never waned during his reign, which bore the 
character of justice, enlightenm ent, and liberality. H e 
allowed the emancipists to sit as jurym en in 1833. 
H e regulated the assignm ent of convicts in 1834. H e 
esttled the land question by stopping free g ran ts of 
land, and ordering th a t all land should be sold by 
j'ublic auction. H e established religious equality by 
the Church A ct of 1836.
E arly  in 1832 the Catholics held a public m eeting 
in Sydney, a t which a memorial was adopted on the 
motion of i\Ir. (afterw ards Sir) Roger Therry, praying 
the Governor to g ran t aid for the education and 
religious instruction  of the  Catholic youth  on lines 
similar to the liberal provision made for the  youth of 
the Established Church, and to restore th s  Rev. Jo h n  
Joseph Therry to the position of Catholic Chaplain. 
Sir R ichard gave the deputation which presented the 
memorial a very gracious reception, said th a t he was 
most anxious to secure for Catholics a suitable pro­
vision for their education and religious instruction, 
and th a t he would lay before the Secretary of S tate  
the m atter of the re insta tem ent of Rev. J .  J .  Therry.
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The Church and School Corporation, which was 
worked in the in terests of the Church of England, 
having been dissolved, the ChUPCh Act became law on 
the 29th Ju ly , 1836. This A ct pu t an end to all the 
schemes and designs for establishing a S tate  Church 
in the colony. I t  provided aid for three denomina­
tions— the English Church, the Catholic, and Scottish 
C hurch— in proportion to the num bers of each 
denom ination. The year before i t  was passed, the 
E nglish Church received from the Treasury, for 
chaplains and schools, £19,071, the Catholic Church 
£800, and the  C hurch of Scotland £600. I t  will be 
seen from th is sta tem ent where the lion’s share for 
religion and  education went.
Acquisition to the Catholic Body.—In  1832 
the Catholics were filled w ith hope and rejoicing over 
the arrival of Rev. Jo h n  M cEncroe as Catholic 
Chaplain, Jo h n  H u b ert P lu n k e tt as Solicitor- 
General, and the  V ery Rev. Dr. U lla thorne as Vicar- 
General. These gentlem en enriched the colony by 
the ir wisdom and m any C hristian  virtues, and were 
tru ly  pillars of the  Church.
First Catholic Bishop.— Dr. Jo h n  Bede Folding, 
the first Catholic Bishop of A ustralia , arrived in 
1835 in the Oriental. H e had w ith him Revs. J . 
Corcoran, A. Cotham, J . B. Sumner, J .  Spencer, 
H . Gregory, all of the  O rder of St. B en ed ic t; 
and Messrs. H ard ing  and Jo h n  K enny, ecclesiastical 
students. The Rev. Mr. F isher died during the 
voyage, and was buried a t  sea. Favourable winds 
and fine w eather attended  the  voyage. The ship 
called in a t  H obart, where the Bishop was cordially 
received. H e left the  Rev. A. Cotham to act as assist­
a n t to F a th er Conolly, who had been there  for many 
years, while Jo h n  K enny (afterw ards Dean), was placed 
in  charge of the Catholic school ju st established. The
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Oriental arrived in Sydney 13th September, 1835; 
and on the 20th of the same m onth the Bishop was 
installed in St. M ary’s C athedral, in the presence of a 
crowded congregation, m any of whom were non-
Catholics. The Catholic population, according to the 
census taken  one year after the Bishop’s arrival, was 
21,898 in New South W ales, and 7000 in Tasmania. 
The Catholics of the colony were spread over 800 
miles of coast—from Cape Howe in the south to 
Brisbane in the north, and from Sydney to B a th u rst 
in the west. Tasmania, too, was included in his 
jurisdiction. From this it  will be seen w hat a vast 
diocese the Bishop had to a ttend  to. In  all his 
labours for the good of his flock he was unwearied.
H e took his tu rn  like a simple priest in the con­
fessional, in preaching, in visiting the hospitals and 
prisons, consoling the afflicted sinner, exhorting to 
good works, inspiring and encouraging all. The
great moral improvement th a t was evident among the 
prisoners, the  decrease of crime and of executions— 
all “ beneficial results,” as the Governor observed— 
were the fru its of his labours, and the exercises 
introduced for the instruction of the prisoners before 
their assignment.
On St. P a trick ’s Day, 1836, the Bishop blessed 
and laid the foundation-stone of St. P a trick ’s Church, 
Parram atta . There was a large assemblage, and all 
the Catholic clergy of the colony were present. In  
the address of Dr. Polding on the occasion he 
entreated his people “ to show forth the qiower and 
purity  of their faith  in the propriety of their conduct; 
to shun all excess and drunkenness, as most offensive 
to A lm ighty God, derogatory to the memory of a 
sain t distinguished for his abstemiousness, and de­
grading to the descendants of those whose lives 
obtained for Ireland the title  of the ‘ Island of 
Saints.’ ”
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Exploration,— In  Governor B ourke’s tim e M ajor 
(afterw ards Sir) Thomas M itchell discovered the 
rivers Gwydir, Namoi, and Peel, in the  west ; ex­
plored the  rich land of V ictoria, which he named 
A ustra lia  Felix, and surveyed the D arling for a con­
siderable distance below Bourke.
On the 5 th  December, 1837, “ Good old Governor 
B ourke,” as he was affectionately called by the 
people, left the  colony. A t a public meeting, con­
vened in  Sydney, i t  was resolved, on the motion of 
W . C. W entw orth , to present him an address, 
and erect to his memory a statue, which now adorns 
the In n er Domain, Sydney. The Catholic Bishop and 
clergy also presented an  address to him, expressive of 
the ir adm iration and g ra titude  for the advantages 
derived by the  colony from the wise and im partial 
adm inistration  of th a t great and ju st Irish  Governor.
Governor Gipps (1838-1846) arrived in Feb­
ruary, 1838. H e  had a troubled reign. The colonists 
were poor and discontented. In  most cases their 
sufferings were brought on by themselves through 
over-speculation in land, w ant of th rift, and living 
beyond the ir means. U nreasonably, they a ttribu ted  
most of th e ir miseries to  the Governor.
In  1843, the  first election to the Legislature took 
place. The Council, under enlarged provisions, was 
increased to thirty-six  members, twenty-four elected 
under a lim ited franchise, and twelve nominees of the 
Crown.
Dr. Ludwig Leichhardt, a German botanist, in 1844, 
sta rted  on his first journey and explored the coastal 
country between M oreton Bay and P o rt Essington. 
On the route he discovered some splendid country, 
well grassed and heavily tim bered, and watered by 
numerous rivers, among which are the  Fitzroy, Daw­
son, Mackenzie, B urdekin, M itchell, G ilbert, Roper, 
and A lligator. In  1846 he made a second journey to
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N orthern  Queensland, which was no t successful. In  
1847 he left M oreton Bay on his th ird  expedition to 
cross the continent from east to west. H e reached 
the Cogoon River, a trib u ta ry  of the Condamine, five 
months after s tarting , and judging by the term s of 
a communication dated from there, and received from 
him in Sydney in A pril, 1848, he was hopeful of 
success. B u t th a t was the last heard of him, except 
some baseless stories about his w andering w ith blacks 
in the  interior. Expeditions sent in search of him 
were fruitless in th e ir main object, although they 
indirectly made known the  character of much of the 
interior of the  continent.
St. Mary’s Seminary.— In  Jan u ary , 1838, the 
first H igh School for Catholics was opened in St. 
M ary’s Seminary. I t  was conducted by the  Rev. 
Charles Lovat, of S tonyhurst College in England, 
who came well equipped for the discharge of his 
im portan t duties. A  scholar of no ordinary abilities, 
a sound theologian, well versed besides in physical 
science and the higher m athem atics, he brought with 
him a set of physical and chemical apparatus (the 
first, perhaps, introduced into the colony for teach­
ing) to illustra te  his lectures on Physical Science and 
N atu ra l Philosophy. H e was assisted by John  
K enny (afterw ards Dean), and a few others.
In  the same ship which brought out the Governor 
were two priests— the Rev. Jo h n  Brady and the Rev. 
Jam es Goold, the la tte r of whom afterw ards became 
Archbishop of Melbourne and the former Bishop 
of Perth . They were the first fru its of Dr. Ulla- 
thorne’s journey to Europe for more missionaries 
for A ustralia. In  a few m onths after (15th 
Ju ly , 1838) there followed the Rev. Francis 
INIurphy (afterw ards Bishop of Adelaide), the Revs. 
M. O’Reilly, Jo h n  F itzpatrick , E. M ahony, John  
Lynch, Joh n  Rigney, M ichael B rennan, Thomas 
S lattery, and — M urphy. W ith  the th ird  party  of
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priests secured by him, Dr. XJllathorne returned  to 
the colony on 31st December, 1838. The priests were 
Revs. P . B. Geoghegan, R ichard  M arum, and Thomas 
B u tle r ; ecclesiastical students, Messrs J .  Dumphy, 
P. M aginnis, and J .  G rant. H e also on th a t occasion 
introduced the first Sisters of C harity  to New 
South W ales. These were— Sisters Cahill, O’Brian, 
Callen, De Lacy, and W illiam s. These “ m inistering  
angels ” devoted themselves a t once to the task of 
reform ing the female convicts in the factory a t  P a rra ­
m atta, advising, instructing , and consoling them  daily. 
Their refining influence was soon felt in the better 
order and m anagem ent of the  establishm ent. In  
addition they opened a M agdalen Asylum, which, a t 
a la te r period, was transferred  to the control of the 
Good Sam aritan Community, founded in Sydney in 
1857. They visited the  gaols also, and brought hope 
and consolation to m any condemned prisoners.
Dr. XJllathorne, while in England, published a 
pam phlet on “ The Catholic Mission in A ustralasia .” 
I t  excited much comment and criticism a t  the tim e; and 
the spiritual w ants of the mission so earnestly  p u t be­
fore the  public doubtless induced m any of the  excellent 
young priests who then  came out to volunteer for the 
mission. H e  pointed out the defects of the system of 
transportation. Of these the  principal in his opinion 
was the unwise exclusion of the  influences of religion 
as the  chief factor in the reform ation of the convicts.
H e also wrote, in 1840, a very able pam phlet in 
reply to  Ju d g e  B urton’s a ttacks on the Catholics 
of the colony, in his book, “ The S tate  of Religion and 
Education in New South W ales.” One quotation 
will show the D octor’s vigorous vindication of his 
co-religionists : “ W e Catholics have been wronged, 
grievously wronged, and by one whose appointed duty  
it  is to protect us in our rights. T hat name and 
character of a Bi itish judge, which were given you by
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the hand of power for our use, have been tu rned  
against us to our abuse. You have
‘ Struck us with your tongue,
M ost serpent-like, upon the very heart.’
You have for years industriously picked up the stories 
told against us, gleaned gross falsehoods from tim e­
serving newspapers, which your length of public life 
should have taugh t you how to v a lu e ; you have 
carried them  in your bosom ; you have embalmed 
them  in your dislikes ; you have gone to England, 
and you have scattered the devices of our enemies 
over the high places of influence and power, endorsed 
them  w ith your name, and w ith the  seal of your 
judicial character have stam ped the falsehoods tru e .”
Progress of the Church.— A fter the  passing of 
the Church Act, during Sir R ichard  B ourke’s term  of 
office, the Catholic Church in A ustralia  advanced 
rapidly. The R igh t Rev. Dr. Folding, aided by his 
active vicar-general and faithful clergy, eagerly took 
advantage of the provisions of the A ct, and established 
churches and schools in the most populous parts of the 
colony. In  rapid succession the good bishop laid the 
foundation stones of churches a t M cDonald River, 
Lower Haw kesbury, Wollombi, Campbell's H ill, W est 
M aitland, and W ollongong ; of a school a t  Campbell- 
town, a church a t Liverpool, and St. P a tr ick ’s, 
Sydney (1810), the site of which was given by M r. 
Davis.
In  1840 Bishop Folding, accompanied by Dr. 
U llathorne and the Rev. F ather Gregory, left on a 
visit to Europe in the interests of the  Church. 
Addresses were presented, and presentations made 
to all of them  prior to the ir departure, the tr ib u te  of 
the meeting to the bishop alone being a Treasury 
Bill for £400.
On 10th April, 1842, H is Holiness was pleased to 
appoint Dr. Folding Archbishop of Sydney, a Count
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of the H oly Rom an Empire, and Bishop-A ssistant to 
the Papal Throne. H is Grace returned  to Sydney 
early in  1843, bringing w ith him two Benedictine 
priests, four Passionist Fathers, two Secular priests, 
and three members of the Irish  C hristian B rothers for 
his schools, all of whom were received w ith the greatest 
joy on landing. Dr. Broughton, the Bishop of the 
Church of England, protested publicly against the 
title  of H is Grace the Archbishop of Sydney conferred 
on Dr. Folding. H e w anted to raise the ghost of a 
S ta te  Church, and invoked “ hatred, bigotry, and 
jealousy,” all to no purpose. H is protest was treated 
as a dead letter. The Church A ct of Governor 
Bourke giving perfect religious freedom to  all denomi 
nations was in force. The people had accepted it, 
and they esteemed Dr. Folding too highly to take 
sides against him.
C H A P T E R  IV .
N E W  SOUTH W ALES U N D ER  RESPONSIBLE  
G O VERNM ENT.
Governor Fitzroy (1846-1855) was successor 
to Sir George Gipps, in 1846, and though he troubled 
himself very little  about the affairs of the colony, his 
term  of office was rem arkable for im portan t events. 
These w ere:—The abolition of transportation , 1846; 
the explorations of L eichhardt and K ennedy in 1848 ; 
the separation of P o rt Phillip  in 1851; and the 
discovery of gold in 1851.
Discovery of Gold.— The existence of gold in the 
colony had been known m any years before Edw ard 
H argraves discovered the precious metal a t  Summer 
H ill Greek, in the  B athu rst d istrict, on 12th February,
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1851. Convicts found some when m aking the B a th u rst 
road, in 1814, but kep t the knowledge to themselves. 
Count Strzelecki and the Rev. W . B. C larke, em inent 
geologists, indicated several localities where gold would 
probably be found. But, for all practical purposes, 
H argraves deserves the honour of being the first 
discoverer of gold in payable quantities. The dis­
covery of gold turned the heads of the entire com­
munity. Everybody who could go rushed off to the 
west in search of fortune, which few found, while a 
great m any m et w ith nothing b u t disappointm ent. 
New diggings were soon discovered on the Turon 
River, a t Ophir, A raluen, and other places. From  
these fields large quantities of gold were sen t to Sydney, 
whence it  was shipped to  London, sometimes two tons 
weight a t a time. The discovery of rich goldfields 
also in V ictoria in 1851 made A ustralia  as famous as 
California was in 1849, and a ttrac ted  adventurers 
from all nations to its  shores.
Responsible Government, or Home R ule— th a t 
is, governm ent by m inisters answerable to the people 
for the conduct of the in ternal affairs of the  colony— 
was first provided for in a Bill introduced in to  the 
Legislative Council in 1851. I t  provided for the  
abolition of the almost absolute power previously 
possessed by the Governor. The present C onstitution 
A ct, which was an Im perial measure and under which 
the change a t  length took place, was prepared by 
W illiam  Charles W entw orth  and E dw ard Deas- 
Thomson, who were afterw ards sent tQ E ngland to 
watch over and expedite the  passing of the Bill in 
the Home Parliam ent. I t  became law, and in 1856 
the first P arliam ent under its provisions was elected. 
In  1858, manhood suffrage, or the privilege of voting 
for the  election of members of the  Assembly, was 
given to every male person over twenty-one years of 
age who had not been less than  six m onths a resident 
of the colony.
4 2  CATHOLIC HISTORY O f AUSTRALIA
Governor Denison (1855-1861) succeeded 
F itz ro j. H e bu ilt F o rt Denison on an islet (formerly 
called Pinchgut), in the middle of P o rt Jackson, and 
erected batteries on points along the shore, to protect 
Sydney from any possible invasion of Russian 
cruisers which m ight result from the Crimean W ar. 
These petty  defences have long since been replaced 
by the strong and powerful fortifications a t the 
Heads.
The “ Dunbar.”— In  A ugust, 1857, this vessel, 
containing m any well-known colonists re turn ing  from a 
trip  to Europe, was wrecked a t The Gap, ofl: 
W atson’s Bay. The disaster cast a  gloom over 
Sydney, and led to the  erection of the large light­
house a t South H ead  overlooking the ocean.
St. John’s Colleg’e.— A rchbishop Polding issued 
a pastoral on 21st June , 1857, exhorting the Catholic 
body to  avail themselves of the liberal offer made by 
the Governm ent for the erection of a Catholic 
college w ith in  the  U niversity . The offer comprised 
a g ra n t of the  land whereon St. Jo h n ’s now stands, as 
well as a £  for £  contribution  up to £20,000 towards 
the cost of erecting a college. A  few days after the 
issue of the circular an  aggregate m eeting of Catholics 
was held in St. M ary’s Cathedral, to take steps for 
giving effect to the G overnm ent’s generous proposal. 
The A rchbishop presided. Mr. Justice  Therry moved 
the first resolution, to the effect th a t the Catholics 
should avail themselves of the munificent provisions 
made by the Governm ent for the promotion of a high 
order of education in the  colony.
The resu lt of th a t m eeting was th a t in a few days 
£ 14,000 was handed in or promised for the erection 
of the  proposed college; and as soon as Mr. W arded 
had prepared plans the building of St. Jo h n ’s was 
commeneed. I t  cost £40,000. The Rev. Dr. Forrest 
was the first rector. H e was selected by the Ven
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Archdeacon McEticroe, when on a visit to Ire land  in 
1869.
Dr. Gregory, who had for sixteen years discharged 
the arduous duties of Vicar-General, w ithdrew from 
the A ustralian  mission, and returned  to England in 
1861.
Guild.—In  June, 1845, the Catholic Guild of Sf. 
M ary and St. Joseph, an adm irable benefit society, 
was established.
State Aid.— S tate  aid was w ithdraw n from the 
Churches of all denom inations in A ugust, 1862, by 
the Legislature. ‘
Governor Young* (1861-1867). —In  1861 Sir 
Joh n  Young (afterw ards Lord Lisgar) became Gover­
nor. The Robertson L and A ct, by which a m an m ight 
select an area of land and buy it  from the Crown a t  <£1 
per acre, paying one-fourth of the  purchase money on 
taking possession and the balance a t  any fu tu re  time, 
caused some trouble between the Governor and the 
U pper House. The M inistry, finding the U pper House 
opposed to the ir Land Bill, “ swamped ” i t  by the 
appointm ent of twenty-one new members favourable 
to the measure, which soon afterw ards became law, 
and resulted in the settlem ent of g reat num bers on 
the public lands.
St. Mary’s Cathedral.— A  great calam ity befel 
Catholics on 29th June, 1865 (feast of SS. P e te r and 
Paul) in the destruction by fire of St. M ary’s Cathedral. 
A ll Sydney was sorry for it, and prom ptly sym pathised 
w ith the V enerable A rchbishop and his flock in the 
great loss they had sustained. The Catholics of St. 
M ary’s lost no time in vain regrets, bu t having resolved 
to re-build their cathedral, they a t once held a 
private meeting, presided over by the Ven. A rchdeacon 
INIcEncroe, a t which £6000 were subscribed. The 
M ayor of Sydney convened a m eeting of citizens to
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give practical help tow ards re-building St. M ary’s, a t 
which liberal subscriptions were given by m any non- 
Cathoiics. A  g reat public m eeting was held on the 
6 th  Ju ly  in the  P rince of W ales T heatre to raise 
funds for the  same purpose. H is Grace the  Archbishop 
presided, and on the stage were the Governor, Sir 
Jo h n  Young, judges, and other distinguished officials. 
The principal speakers were H is Grace, the Governor, 
the H on. T. A. M urray, P resident of the Legislative 
Council, and the Hon. E. Deas-Thomson, M.L.C. A 
wooden building was erected to answer for a time as 
a pro-cathedral, which also was unfortunately  bu rn t 
down in 1869. P lans for the  new cathedral were 
soon prepared, however, the  foundations were laid 
broad and deep and solid, and, a t a cost of .£13,000, 
were brought to the level of the ground. On the 8th 
December, 1868, the  corner-stone was solemnly blessed 
by the  Archbishop.
Governor Belmore ( 1 8 6 8 - 1 8 7 2 ) . — I t  was dur­
ing the tim e of Lord Belmore, in 1868, th a t Prince Alfred, 
the second son of the Queen, paid a visit to Sydney. 
There was g reat rejoicing on his arrival, and a sum of 
£25,000 of public money was spent on festivities in his 
honour. W hile a ttend ing  a picnic a t  C lontarf on 12th 
M arch, 1868, the  P rince’s life was attem pted by a 
m adm an named O’Farroll, who was afterw ards 
hanged for the  crime. Bad men, for their own selfish 
ends, tu rned  the lam entable occurrence to account by 
inventing all kinds of stories about “ Fenian plots.” 
The w riter of th is little  handbook was a t  th a t time a 
member of the  “ V o lu n tee r” force in Sydney. The 
corps to  which he belonged m ounted guard on St. 
P a tr ic k ’s night, 1868, a t  H yde P ark  Barracks. O ther 
companies of volunteers were told off to protect Go­
vernm ent House and D arlinghurst Gaol from “ the 
terrib le Fenians.” Sydney and suburbs were almost 
mad w ith  excitem ent and fear. I t  was a veritable 
reign of te rro r for Catholics. A  portion of the Press
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and the political T itus Oateses of the day professed to 
believe in the rumoured plots. But, as it was afte r­
wards proved by the evidence given before a Select 
Committee of the Legislative Assembly, there were 
not the slightest grounds for such belief. “ The evil 
th a t men do lives after them .” The bad passions 
fomented on th a t occasion for purely p arty  purposes 
did immense harm  to num bers of honest, industrious 
Irish  colonists for nearly a generation.
Marist Brothers.—The four pioneer brothers of 
this teaching order arrived in 1872, in the Star of 
Peace, and opened the ir first school in St. P a tr ick ’s 
parish, Sydney. I t  was a t the request of Archdeacon 
McEncroe, made some years previously, th a t the 
Archbishop introduced them. Soon the brothers 
opened schools in other parts of the city and in the 
suburbs. They also extended the field of their labours to 
New Zealand, New Caledonia, Samoa, and other 
islands of the Pacific. Their college of St. Joseph a t 
H u n te r’s H ill has now a very large roll of students, 
and the excellent character of the instruction im parted 
there is proved by the high place taken  by its pupils 
a t the U niversity  Public Exam inations.
Society of Jesus.— This distinguished society, 
whose religious zeal and devotion to C hristian educa­
tion are of world-wide reputation, established a branch 
of its order in New South W ales in 1877. The V ery 
llev. Joseph Dalton and Rev. Jam es K ennedy were 
the pioneer Jesuits. A  college for day students was 
soon opened a t St. K ilda House, in W W loomooloo, 
bu t soon a more commodious b u ild in g -S t. A loysius’ 
College, in Surry H ills— took the place of St. K ilda. 
The b rillian t F ather W illiam  Kelly, one of the pro­
fessors on its staff, made the college popular from the 
start. The Jesu its’ grand college —St. Ignatius —at 
R iver view, near Sydney, has an A ustralasian  repu ta­
tion for the excellence of its teaching, and of its
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general equipm ent. The fathers have charge of 
the parish of N orth  Sydney and of the Jesu it No­
v itia te  a t  Greenwich, the la tte r overlooking the Lane 
Cove and P a rram a tta  Rivers.
Death of the Pioneer Catholic Chaplains.—
A fter his re tu rn  from Tasm ania the Ven. A rchpriest 
T herry  had charge of the  suburb of Balmain, where 
he died in 1864, m ourned by all classes.
A  few years afterw ards, in 1868, his friend and 
colleague, the  Ven. A rchdeacon McEncroe, passed to 
his reward. The universal esteem in which he was 
held was shown by the immense concourse th a t fol­
lowed his rem ains to the D evonshire-street Cemetery, 
Sydney, where the  body was laid side by side with 
F ather T herry’s. Of these two founders of the 
C hurch in th is country the R igh t Hon. W . B. Dailey, 
soon after the ir decease, a t a large m eeting of Catholics 
in Sydney, spoke of “ the privilege of having possessed 
two such pure, simple, heroic confessors as the two 
great priests whose memory we wish to perpetuate. 
They are endeared to  us by lives as blameless as they 
were beautiful, and identified w ith everything of 
in terest in our ecclesiastical h istory.”
Dr. Folding set ou t on 22nd November, 1865, on 
his fourth  journey to Europe in the in terests of the 
Church in  A ustralia. H e visited Rome, where he 
was received w ith the highest consideration by the 
H oly F ather, while a t  the institu tions of charity  and 
education in  E ngland and Ireland  he was the recipient 
of m any m arks of profound respect.
D uring his absence the  Public Schools A ct of 1866 
was passed, which placed th e  control of denomina­
tional schools under the Council of Education. The 
Council examined, appointed, and paid the teachers, 
and directed the secular instruction, setting  ap a rt one 
hour every day for the teaching of religion. This
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sta te  of affairs lasted up to the  end of 1882, when all 
S tate assistance was w ithdraw n from the denom ina­
tional schools by the Public Instruction  A ct of 1880, 
which is still in force.
In  1869 the V enerable Archbishop left Sydney to 
a ttend  the V atican Council. Though his strong 
spirit and arden t zeal were unabated, the heat of the 
tropics was too much for his physical frame, and he 
was compelled to ha lt a t Suez. A fte r a rest there  he 
returned to Sydney and resumed his active duties. 
Mourned by all Sydney, he died a t the Sacred H eart 
P resbytery in 1877, a t the age of 83, and his remains 
were honoured w ith a public funeral.
M any years before the A rchbishop’s death  he 
recommended to the H oly See the appointm ent of 
the Ven. A rchpriest Sheehy as his coadjutor and 
successor, bu t the la tte r declined the proffered dignity. 
The Most Rev. Dr. V aughan was appointed coadjutor 
in 1873. H is career, though short, was brillian t 
and successful. H is commanding appearance and 
graceful eloquence, w hether in the pulpit or on the 
platform, won for him golden opinions from all. 
Dr. V aughan’s reputation  as a scholar and divine 
had preceded him. H is “ Life of St. Thomas of 
Aquin ” showed w hat he was capable of in litera­
ture, and his ivork as prior of the Benedictine 
Cathedral M onastery of St. Michael, near Hereford, 
for ten  years, produced excellent results. H e was 
received in Sydney in December, 1873, w ith every 
dem onstration of joy and gladness. In  I'Qply to the 
address from the clergy, he said he would apply himself 
especially to two works— finishing St. M ary’s Cathedral 
and safeguarding Catholic education. By H is Grace’s 
devotion to the former X60,000 was added to the 
C athedral fund, and his “ Pastorals and Speeches on 
Education ” abounded w ith exhortations and argu­
ments th a t excited much controversy.
The most widely-read of the A rchbishop’s sermons
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were “ The A dvent Conferences;” the most successful 
Dration was the  discourse on the “ C entenary of 
O’C o n n e l l a n d  his most celebrated lecture, “ H idden 
Springs, ” was delivered a t the opening of the Guild 
H all in 1876.
D uring the ten  years of the A rchbishop’s adm inis­
tra tion  nearly £220,000 were expended in the erection 
of churches and schools.
I t  was on A pril 19th, 1883, th a t the great 
Archbishop left Sydney on a visit to Rome and 
England. H e was accompanied by the Rev. Dr. 
G illett, his chaplain. Four m onths after, the  sad 
news of his sudden death in England was cabled to 
Sydney. A ll classes lam ented the loss the colony had 
sustained in the death  of the gifted prelate.
First Cardinal.—Dr. Moran, Bishop of Ossory 
in Ireland, became A rchbishop of Sydney in 1884, 
and was welcomed w ith great enthusiasm . Summoned 
to Rome in Ju ly , 1885, H is Holiness, Leo X I I I . ,  
made him a Cardinal, the  first prelate of the 
A ustra lian  Church upon whom th a t dignity  was 
conferred. In  November, 1885, the Cardinal 
convened the P lenary Synod of the Bishops of 
A ustralasia, for the discussion of m atters of grave 
im port to the  welfare of the Church throughout the 
colonies. This was held in St. M ary’s Cathedral. 
There were fifteen bishops and fifty-two theologians 
present, and the ir deliberations extended over a 
fortnight.
D uring the sittings of the Synod the foundation- 
stone of St. P a tr ick ’s Ecclesiastical College a t M anly 
was laid. I t  cost £65,000, and has now a large roll 
of young A ustralians studying for the priesthood.
O ther works of the Cardinal are referred to in a 
speech made by the R ig h t Hon. W . B. Dailey a t  a 
m eeting held in St. M ary’s C athedral in May, 1887, 
tow ards raising funds for completing the chancel and
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a portion of the central tow er of the Cathedral. They 
are the introduction of the  V incentian F athers of St. 
A ugustine a t Balmain, the fathers of the  Sacred 
H ea rt a t R andw ick and Botany, the Irish  Christian 
B rothers a t Balm ain East, the B rothers of St. 
P atrick  a t Redfern, the Sisters of our Lady of the 
Sacred H eart a t Botany, the Carm elite N uns a t 
Cook’s River, the N ursing Sisters a t  Petersham , and 
the L ittle  Sisters of the  Poor a t  Leichhardt. The 
expenditure for religious purposes during the first 
three years after the C ardinal’s arrival reached nearly 
£300,000. Scarcely a week passes th a t H is Eminence 
does not preside a t  the  founding or opening of some 
church, school, or o ther work of C hristian  charity, 
and, in all probability, he will bo known to fu ture 
generations of A ustralians as “ the  building prelate..” 
I t  may be said w ith tru th  th a t H is Eminence 
Cardinal M oran has been m aking history ever since 
he came to the country. In  defending Catholic doctrine 
and faith  against the onslaughts of enemies, in dealing 
with in tricate  questions in English and Irish  historw  
and in expounding w ith statesm an like grasp the 
objects and advantages of A ustralian  Federation, 
he has no equal in A ustralia. The C ardinal’s great 
literary  work in th is country is the “ H istory  of the 
Catholic Church in A ustralasia ,” published in two 
volumes in 1895. The episcopal Silver Jubilee of 
H is Eminence was celebrated w ith solemnity and 
splendour in St. M ary’s C athedral in 1897.
The R ight Rev. Dr. H iggins acted as Auxiliary- 
Bishop to the Cardinal for over ten years prior to his 
appointm ent as Bishop of R ockham pton in 1899. 
Since 1901 the responsible duties of Coadjutor- 
Archbishop of Sydney have been discharged with 
em inent ability  and tac t by the M ost Rev. Dr. 
Kelly, who, besides being a ripe scliolar, has proved
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himself a fervent and eloquent preacher as well as an 
active and capable adm inistrator.
Religious O r d e r s .— This brief recital of the 
work and progress of the Church in the Archdiocese 
of Sydney would be incomplete if m ention were not 
made of the labours of the different religious orders 
who have thus far worked with conspicuous success 
in the pursu it of the ir holy calling The education 
of the juvenile Catholic male population is carried on 
by (i.) the M arist Brothers (founded from St. Genis 
Laval, near Lyons, in France, in 1872), whose chief 
educational centres are a t H u n te r’s H ill and St. 
M ary’s Cathedral, Sydney ; (ii.) the Christian
Brothers (founded from Dublin in 1887), with 
headquarters a t St. Joseph’s, Lewisham, one of the 
suburbs of Sydney ; and (iii.) the well-known Jesuit 
Fathers previously referred to.
N um erous convent schools, well equipped and 
efficiently conducted, provide for the educational 
w ants of the girls. The sisterhoods of the A rch­
diocese include the fo llow ing ;— (i.) the Sister's of 
Charity (founded from D ublin in 1838, and com­
prising nine communities) with headquarters a t St. 
V incen t’s, V ictoria-street, Sydney ; (ii.) the Bene­
dictine Nuns of Subiaco, near P a rram a tta  (long the 
only high school for Catholic young ladies throughout 
the colonies, having been founded from the congre­
gation of the Anglo-Benedictines in 1848, in which 
year they accompanied Dr. Folding to Sydney) ; (iii ) 
the Sisters of the Good Samaritan o f the Ot'der o f St. 
Benedict (founded in Sydney in 1857), with eighteen 
communities ; (iv.) the Sisters o f Mercy (founded from 
Liverpool, England, in 1865) with seven communities, 
whose chief house is the M onte San Angelo Convent, 
N orth  Sydney, well-known as a high-class educational 
establishm ent, as well as for the Mater Misericordia 
Home conducted under its auspices a t  Church 
H ill, Sydney (as a tra in ing  school and safe refuge
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for female domestic servants when out of employ­
ment), and for the Foundling Hospital a t W aitara, 
near H ornsby (founded 1898); (v.) the iSisters of 
St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart (founded from 
South A ustralia  in 1880), consisting; of 25 com­
munities, with the mother house and N ovitiate a t 
N orth Sydney ; (vi.) the Sisters o f the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus (founded from P aris in 1882) with a fine 
convent school for higher education a t Rose Bay, 
S y d n ey ; (vii.) the Sisters o f Mercy (founded from 
Callan, Ireland, in 1888)—the la test foundation of 
the Sisters of Mercy in the Archdiocese— with their 
parent house a t P a rram a tta  and branches a t St. 
Peters, Surry Hills, St. K ieran’s, Golden Grove, and 
St. B rigid’s Orphanage, Ryde ; (viii.) the Loretto 
Nuns (a branch of the in stitu te  wliich was founded 
a t B allarat in 1875 from the Irish  paren t house 
a t R athfarnham , D ublin), who came to Sydney in 
1892, and a t present conduct a high-class boarding 
school a t H ornsby and a high school for day pupils 
a t Rand wick ; and (ix ), the Sisters o f St. Frigid  
(founded from M ountrath  Ireland, in 1887), who con­
duct superior and prim ary schools a t Cooma.
In  addition to the above, branch foundations of the 
Dom inican N uns of M aitland conduct educational 
establishm ents a t Strathfield and Moss Vale. Besides 
these distinctively teaching orders, there are (i.) the 
Nursing Sisters o f the L ittle Company o f M ary (founded 
from the C entral House in Rome in 1885), whose 
mission is to nurse the sick in their hom^s, have their 
headquarters a t Lewisham, where they have under 
their care a women and children’s hospital, an asylum 
for the blind, and a night refuge in the city, as also 
a home a t Ryde for sufferers from m ental disorders ; 
(ii.) the Poor Clares (W averley); (iii.) Carmelite Nuns 
(M arrickville) ; (iv.) the Little Sisters o f the Poor, who 
relieve a t their home a t R and wick about 70 old and 
infirm persons of all creeds, and (v.) the Sisters oj the
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Sacred Heart (founded from Issoudun, France, in 
1885) who conduct at Kensington, near Sydney, an 
institu tion  where Sisters are trained for missionary 
service in the South Sea Islands.
Suffragan Dioceses.
The suffragan dioceses of New South W ales are 
M aitland, Goulburn, B athurst, Arm idale, W ilcannia, 
and Grafton.
Maitland, situated  on the H unter, was erected 
in to  an episcopal see in 1847, the R igh t Rev. Dr. 
Davis, O.S.B., being the first bishop. H e arrived in 
Sydney in 1848, bu t through severe illness never took 
possession of his diocese, and died in 1854. Since 
1840 the mission a t M aitland had been under the 
charge of D ean (afterw ards M onseignor) Lynch.
The R ig h t Rev. Jam es M urray was appointed 
Bishop of M aitland in 1866. He, w ith the Bishop of 
B athurst, nine priests, and sixteen nuns, arrived in 
Sydney by the Empress on 22nd October of th a t 
year. The bishops and the ir religious companions 
were heartily  welcomed by the Catholics of Sydney. 
A rchdeacon M cEncroe accompanied Dr. M urray 
to M aitland, and the V ery Rev. Dr. Sheehy, V.G., 
accompanied the  Bishop of B athurst to his diocese. 
The founding of the Sacred H e a rt College, one of the 
leading high-class educational institu tions of the colony, 
the  in troduction  of the R edem ptorist Fathers, securing 
different communities of nuns for the higher and 
prim ary schools, the  founding of the  Deaf and Dumb 
In s titu tio n  a t W aratah , all testify  to the great works 
of the  bishop for the greater glory of God. Dr. Patrick  
V incent Dwyer, the first A ustralian-born bishop, was 
appointed in 1897, coadjutor, w ith rig h t of succession, 
to the aged prelate Dr. M urray. H e was consecrated 
in  Ju n e  of th a t year, and since his appointm ent he 
has been a most energetic adm inistrator. One of the 
most im portan t and far-seeing innovations intro-
NBW SOUTH WALES 63
ducecl since by his Lordship is the in troduction of 
the M arist Brothers to take charge of the boys’ 
schools a t  Newcastle and M aitland.
The religious orders belonging to the Diocese of 
M aitland comprise the Dominican Nuns, the Sisters of 
Mercy, and the Sisters o f St. Joseph. The Dominican 
Nuns (founded from K ingstow n, Ireland, in 1867) 
consist of six communities, and have th e ir priory 
a t W est M aitland, with branches a t Newcastle, 
W aratah , Tam worth, Moss Vale, and Strathfield. 
A t W aratah  they have charge of a deaf and 
dumb institu tion , where the poor and afflicted are 
well cared for and instructed  in the way of salvation. 
The character of the W est M aitland Dominican 
Convent as a high-class educational establishm ent is 
recognised throughout the colony.
The Sisters oj Mercy (founded from Ennis, County 
Clare, Ireland, in 1875) consist of ten  communities, 
with Singleton as headquarters, and branches a t the 
chief centres of population from H am ilton to Scone. 
In  addition, they have established flourishing con­
vents at Gunnedah, N arrabri, Inverell, and Broken 
Hill, as well as a t R eefton and D unedin, in New 
Zealand. In  addition to numerous well-conducted 
prim ary and high schools, the Sisters of Mercy have 
under their care a well-appointed orphanage a t 
Singleton. The great zeal and self-denial of the 
Sisters of Mercy are highly appreciated by the 
Catholic community of the M aitland diocese.
The Sisters o f St. Joseph (founded from B athu rst 
in 1883), began with a community of fopr, and now 
their number is nearly 60, distributed  throughout 10 
communities, whose paren t house is a t Lochinvar. As 
the V enerable Dr. M urray say s: “ God only knows 
the immense good they are effecting in the remote 
d istricts by their lives of self-sacrifice and by the 
excellent education—-both secular and religious— 
which they are giving to the  children.”
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Diocese of Goulburn,— Goulburn is situated on 
the  W ollondilly, on the  Southern Tableland, and 
besides being one of the leading sanatorium s in the 
colony, is the chief town on the  G reat Southern 
Railway. F athers F itzpatrick  and B rennan were the 
first resident priests in th is now populous d istrict.
First Bishop.— The R ig h t Rev. D r Lanigan had 
been m any years pastor a t  Berrim a before being 
appointed Bishop of Goulburn. H e was consecrated 
in the C athedral a t  Goulburn in 1867. As bishop, 
Dr. Lanigan pursued the same active life th a t 
distinguished him as missionary priest. Churches, 
convents, schools, presbyteries, grew up as if by magic 
under his watchful care. The inculcation of practices 
of piety to the  Sacred H eart and of tem perance 
among his flock, both old and young, was ever in his 
mind. H is clergy faithfully  co-operated w ith him, 
the best known of whom were Very Rev. Dr. 
McAlroy and Rev. Dr. Bermingham. On Dr. 
Lanigan’s death in 1900 the R ig h t Rev. Dr. Gallagher 
succeeded to the see of Goulburn, and under his 
fostering care the cause of religion and education has 
considerably advanced. Dr. G allagher’s activ ity  in the 
establishm ent of Y oung M en’s Im provem ent Societies 
and in the inculcation of tem perance is well known 
throughout A ustralia . The educational work of the 
diocese is in  the  able hands of (i.) the  Sisters of Mercy 
(two separate foundations), whose headquarters are 
a t G oulburn and Yass respectively, w ith  branches in 
the chief population cen tres; (ii.) the  Presentation  
N uns  a t  W agga; (iii.) the Sisters o f St. Joseph (w ith 
seven branches), founded from B ath u rst in 1882; 
while (iv.) the Brothers o f St. Patrick  (founded from 
M ountrath , Ireland, in 1884) conduct the  boys’ 
schools a t  Goulburn, W agga, and A lbury  ; and (v.) 
the Irish  Christian Brothers have lately  (1898) taken 
charge of the  Diocesan College a t  Goulburn.
N EW  SOUTH W ALES 5 5
Diocese of B a th u r s t .  — B athurst, often spoken 
of as the “ City of the P lains,” is situated  on the 
Macquarie. The first place of worship was a bark 
hut, which soon gave place to the church of SS. 
Michael and John, blessed by Archbishop Folding in 
1857, and which cost .£17,000. The V ery Rev. Dean 
G ran t was a t th a t tim e pastor of the district.
First Bishop.— The R ig h t Rev. D r. M atthew  
Quinn was first bishop, and came to the colony, as has 
been stated, w ith the  Bishop of M aitland in 1866. The 
young priests who accompanied him were Rev. J . P. 
B yrne (now his successor), Rev. P. Ryan, Rev. T. J . 
W alsh, Rev. W . N ugent, and Rev. D. E. M cGrath. 
There were also some Sisters of Mercy, novices, and 
postulants. D uring the nineteen years of D r. Q uinn’s 
episcopate, the  large sum of £200,000 was con­
tribu ted  tow ards the various works of religion and 
education in his diocese. St. S tanislaus College 
(where a high-class education is provided by the V in­
centian Fathers) and numerous convents, schools, 
churches, and orphanages are works which will hand 
down his name to posterity.
The R igh t Rev. Dr. Byrne was consecrated Bishop 
of B athurst in 1885. Like his predecessor, he has been 
unwearied and self-sacrificing in promoting the cause 
of education and religion, in which work he is ably 
assisted by Monsignors Long and O’Donovan, A rch­
deacon D’Arcy, and Dean McAuliffe. Sisters o j 
Mercij, Sisters o f  St. Brigid, and Sisters o f  St. Joseph. 
conduct superior and prim ary schools throughout the 
diocese, while the prim ary schools for boys a t 
B athurst and Orange are under the able m anagem ent 
of the Brothers o f  St. Patrick.
Diocese of Armidale.—Arm idale is situated  on 
the New England Tableland, and is the chief centre 
of population on the G reat N orthern  Line, beyond 
M aitland. F ather (afterw ards Dean) M cCarthy was
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one of the first priests appointed to the district, and 
the V ery Rev. D ean Lynch had charge up to 1870,
First Bishop.—The R ig h t Rev. Dr. O’Mahony, 
the first bishop, arrived in 1871. H e devoted himself 
a t  once to the  erection of a cathedral, providing 
schools, and building a residence for himself. H e 
resigned the see in 1878, and  was appointed coadjutor 
to the A rchbishop of Toronto.
The R ig h t Rev. Dr. Torreggiani was appointed his 
successor in 1879. H e  spent his first year in a visita­
tion through his extensive diocese to ascertain the 
spiritual w ants of every d istric t in it. On his death 
in Jan u ary , 1904, the R ig h t Rev. Dr. O’Connor 
succeeded to  the  see.
The religious orders engaged in the education of the 
youth  of the diocese comprise the Christian Brothers, 
the  Ursaline and Dominican Niins, the  Sisters o f Mercy 
(two foundations), and the Sisters o f  St. Joseph 
(founded from Adelaide and Sydney).
Diocese of Wileannia.— W ilcannia is situated 
on the Darling, and embraces a wide region devoted 
to sheep-grazing and opal-mining.
First Bishop.—The R igh t Rev. John  Dunne, for 
years in charge of the A lbury parish in the 
G oulburn diocese, was appointed its bishop in 1887. 
R eligion has made g rea t progress in the diocese. 
There are now over 120 nuns teaching in the schools, 
and 16 priests, all co-operating heartily  w ith their 
zealous bishop. There are 25 schools throughout the 
diocese, under the charge of the Sisters o f Mercy, 
Sisters o f St. Joseph, and the Presentatioji Nnns, w ith 
an enrolm ent of 3000 pupils.
Diocese of Lismore.— Grafton, the largest town 
in this thriv ing and im portan t diocese, is situated on 
the Clarence, but the Bishop resides a t Lismore, on 
the Richmond,
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First Bishop.—The R ig h t Rev. Dr. Doyle was 
appointed Bishop in 1887, being consecrated in 
St. M ary’s, Sydney, by H is Em inence Cardinal 
Moran. H e had been connected w ith the Diocese 
of A rm idale, which included his own diocese 
until it  was made a separate see. As an earnest of 
the piety and attachm ent of his flock to the ir religion, 
it  need but be m entioned th a t on the laying o f  the 
foundation-stone of the C athedral of St. C arthage a t 
Lismore by the Cardinal-A rchbishop in 1892^ the 
magnificent sum of £4050 was contributed. Through­
out this rich diocese the educational wants of the 
rising generation are well provided for by the Presen­
tation Nuns (Lismore, Ballina, Coraki, M urwillumbah), 
tMQ Sisters o f Mercy (Casino, Cowper, G rafton, 
Maclean, and Kempsey), and the Sisters o f the Sacred 
Heart (Bowraville),
Recent Events,
Exhibition.— Tn the In ternational E xhibition 
(held in Sydney in 1879) of the products of all nations, 
the resources of the colony were shown to great 
advantage.
Soudan and Boer War Contingrents.—The 
R igh t Hon. W i l l i a m  B e d e  D a l l e y , B.C., Acting- 
Prem ier, in 1885 despatched, w ith the consent of the 
Home Government, a regim ent of soldiers nearly 
1000 strong, to aid the B ritish troops in the Soudan. 
The news of the death of the brave General Gordon 
by the treachery of the Soudanese kindled the 
fiercest rage against them  in A ustralia, and our 
volunteers prom ptly offered the ir services in the 
spirit of patriotism . The w ar was over before the 
A ustralians reached Africa, bu t the despatch of the 
contingent made it  plain to the world that, if ever 
the m other country should be involved in serious 
difficulties through foreign aggression, the armed 
volunteers of her colonies would be found fiehtino-
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shoulder to shoulder w ith the Im perial forces in 
defence of B ritish  interests.
D uring the Boer War (1900-1902) in South A frica 
no less than  ten contingents of the  best fighting 
m aterial in A ustralia  were despatched from New 
South W ales to assist the forces of G reat B ritain  
against the Boers. These contingents acted with 
g reat courage and resourcefulness on the battlefield 
and contributed in no small degree to the success of 
British arms in th a t long series of stubbornly contested 
campaigns. N ot only did New South Wales, bu t all 
the S tates of A ustralia, as well as New Zealand, 
despatched contingents also.
Federation— the object of which was the 
creation of a separate legislature (in addition to the 
local parliam ents m eeting in Sydney, M elbourne, and 
the other capitals) for the purpose of dealing w ith 
m atters, such as defence, &c., which directly concern 
A ustralia  as a whole—had been talked of for many 
years, b u t nothing practical was done for the union 
of the  colonies till 1890. In  th a t year a conference 
of delegates from each of the seven colonies was held 
in M elbourne, and resolutions expressive of the 
desirableness of union were passed. In  1891 the 
N ational Convention to decide upon a basis for the 
federation of the A ustralasian  colonies was held in 
Sydney under the presidency of the la te  S i r  H e n r y  
P a r k e s .  The Convention agreed to a d ra ft constitu­
tion by which the fu ture  commonwealth was to be 
governed.
Owing to fiscal strife federation was lost sight of 
for some years. The in terest in it, however, was 
revived by a conference of the Prem iers held in 
H o b art in 1895, and by the People's Convention held 
in B athu rst in 1896, when Cardinal M oran delivered 
a statesm anlike address in favour of federation, which 
evoked praise from all parties.
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In  1897 the question took practical shape. The 
colonies of New South W ales, Victoria, South 
A ustralia, W est A ustralia, and Tasm ania elected each 
ten representatives to draw up a federal constitution 
for suhmission to the whole of the  electors of these 
colonies.
These delegates m et in Adelaide in A pril, 1897, and 
afterw ards in Sydney and Melbourne. A d ra ft consti­
tu tion was adopted for submission to the electors in the 
colonies named for either approval or disapproval. 
Upon S i r  (then Mr.) E d m u n d  B a r t o n , Q.C., and Mr. 
R. E. O ’C o n n o r , Q.C. (now judges of the H igh Court 
of Australia), devolved the g reater p a rt of the work 
of drafting the constitution th a t was subm itted to the 
Convention and approved of la ter on by the consti­
tuencies throughout A ustralia  and Tasmania. The 
d raft so agreed to was forwarded to the British 
G overnm ent and was passed by the Im perial 
Parliam ent in 1900 as The Commonwealth of 
Australia Constitution Act.
On the 1 s t  of J a n u a r y , 1901, a t a great 
demonstracion in Centennial Park , Sydney, this A ct 
was proclaimed, and L o r d  H o p b t o u n , the first 
Governor-General of Federated Australia, took
the prescribed oaths of olhce. Federal legislation 
is vested in a Governor-General (appointed by and 
representing the sovereign), a Senate (of 36 members, 
6 from each S tate) and a Houxe o f Bepresentatives 
(the num ber of members from each S tate  being, 
roughly, in proportion to its  population).
The Federal Legislature deals with Defence, 
Customs Duties, Postal and Telegraph services. 
N avigation and Q uarantine laws, Bills of Exchange 
and Promissory Notes, M arriage and Divorce, Copy­
rights and P aten ts, Coinage, E x ternal affairs 
generally, and lastly, such m atters as may be taken  
over from any of the States, with the consent of the 
P arliam ent of the S tate  concerned.
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The first Federal P arliam ent was opened in 
Melbourne by the Prince of W ales (then Duke of 
Y ork) in 1901, S i r  E d m u n d  B a r t o n  being the first 
Premier of the Australian Commonwealth.
The perm anent Federal capital is to be in New South 
W ales, and d is tan t no t less than  100 miles from 
Sydney. U n til the  Federal Territory  has been 
chosen, and the Capital built, the Commonwealth 
P arliam ent is to sit in Melbourne.
As before, each of the S tates in the Commonwealth 
has its  S tate  Governor and its S tate  Legislature, 
which deals w ith all m atters not controlled by the 
Federal Parliam ent.
A fte r holding office for a year and a half. Lord 
H opetoun resigned his post, and returned to England. 
H is resignation was due to the action of the H ouse of 
R epresentatives in declining to vote the  sum which 
he considered necessary in order to m aintain the 
d ignity  of the position of Governor-General. H e was 
succeeded by Lord Tennyson, who, in turn , was 
followed by Lord N orthcote, who arrived in A ustralia 
in 1905.
Ecclesiastical.— In  September, 1900, the first 
Australian Catholic Congress, was held in 
Sydney, under the presidency of his Eminence, Cardinal 
Moran. A ll the prelates of the Church in A ustralia 
and New Zealand attended, and a t the Dedication 
of St. Mary’s Cathedral, which immediately 
preceded the opening of the Congress, the Governors 
of New South W ales, Queensland and B ritish New 
G uinea were present, as well as high officials and 
representative citizens of every class and denomina­
tion. The addresses delivered a t the Congress 
exhibited great learning and high lite rary  m erit, and 
set forth  in the clearest and most au thorita tive  
m anner the teaching of the Church, especially in 
regard to the leading social questions of the day.
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Tn 1902, his Eminence Cardinal M oran, left 
Sydney on a visit to Rome and his native land. 
W hile in Ire land  he was received w ith marked 
favour by all classes, and among the m any public 
honours conferred on his Eminence, was th a t of the 
freedom of the C ity of Cork. In  thank ing  his 
countrym en for th is great honour, he strongly 
advocated the claims of Ire land  for a Catholic 
U niversity and for local self-government sim ilar to 
th a t prevailing in A ustralia.
C H A P T E R  V.
TASM ANIA.
Abel Jan Tasman discovered Tasm ania in 1642, 
and gave it  the  name of V an D iem en’s Land, in 
honour of his patron. V an  Diemen, a t th a t time 
Governor of the D utch islands in the E ast Ind ian  
Archipelago. I ts  present euphonious name was given 
to the island in 1856, in honour of its discoverer. 
I t  was visited by many English and French navi­
gators from 1772 to 1777. George Bass, in 1798, 
explored the s tra it bearing his name, and proved 
th a t Tasmania was an island, and not p a rt of the 
mainland, as had previously been believed. The same 
year, in company w ith M atthew  Flinders, he sailed 
round the island, the la tte r m aking accurate charts 
of the coasts. The settlem ent of Tasm ania goes 
nearly as far back as th a t of New South W ales. 
The worst convicts were sent th ith e r  from Sydney in 
the time of Governor K ing and for m any years a fte r­
wards. Lieutenant Bowen formed the first convict 
settlem ent a t Risdon, on the D erw ent, in 1803, and 
a detachm ent of the New South W ales Corps was 
sent from Sydney w ith the expedition in the Lady  
Nelson. This subsidiary settlem ent was formed for
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the  purpose of forestalling occupation by the French 
exploring expedition under Commodore Baudin, who 
was believed to be casting anxious eyes upon the 
island. In  1804 Colonel David Collins (who had 
come out to Sydney in the first fleet as Judge-Advocate), 
formed a settlem ent a t  H o b art— then  called H obart 
Town, after Lord H obart, a t  th a t tim e Secretary of 
S ta te  for the Colonies. Collins’s expedition was des­
patched from England for P o rt Phillip. Collins, 
however, considered P o rt Phillip unsuitable for 
settlem ent, and transferred  the convicts to H obart. 
Colonel Paterson, in 1804, established a settlem ent on 
the no rth  coast a t P o rt Dairymple. I t  consisted of a 
few convicts and a num ber of soldiers. A fter a few 
years, Launceston, on the Tam ar, was chosen as a more 
suitable site for the new settlem ent.
For m any years Tasm ania was the theatre  of strife, 
bloodshed, and unexam pled cruelty ; and immorality 
stalked abroad in  the  land. The blacks were trouble­
some for 30 years dating  from the first settlem ent. 
The first encounter w ith  them  in  1804 resulted in 50 
being killed. Some of the worst of the convicts be­
came bushrangers, and  often attacked  the settlers with 
savage ferocity. Distress, too, added to the hardships 
of the inhabitants, whose food supply often ran  short. 
In  1807 fam ine prices prevailed for the barest necessi­
ties of life. F lour was sold a t the ra te  of £200 per 
ton.
Governor Collins died in 1810, and for the next 
three years L ieu tenan t Lord, Captain M urray and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cells were successively the acting 
com m andants of the colony. D uring the adm inistra­
tion of C aptain M urray, Governor M acquarie w ent 
down from Sydney and laid out in p a rt the present city 
of H obart. Cells was succeeded by Governor 
D a v e y , who ruled from 1813 to 1817. A t this 
period the prospects of the colony began to brighten. 
Farm ers produced not only sufficient w heat for home
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consumption, bu t had a surplus which found a readj/ 
m arket a t payable prices in New South Wales. 
W haling in the D erw ent and off the coast also greatly 
stim ulated commerce. In  1816 M acquarie H arbour 
and P o rt Davey were discovered by Captain Kelly. 
The coarse, bu t good-natured. Governor Davey re­
linquished his office in 1817, and engaged in farm ing 
in the colony for a few years, bu t finally returned to 
England.
Governor Sorrell succeeded Davey in 1817. 
Bushranging was the principal difficulty he had to 
contend w ith during his adm inistration. Large re­
wards were offered for the capture of these marauders, 
bu t few were taken.
M erino sheep wore introduced from M acarthur’s 
flocks in New South W ales in 1820, and soon after 
wards several m anufacturing industries sprang into 
existence. The principal C hristian  denom inations 
erected places of Divine worship, and courts of justice 
were established during Sorrell’s rdgime.
In  1824 Governor Arthur assumed the govern­
ment of the colony. H is adm inistration was 
characterised by ability, energy, and order in all 
departm ents. The aborigines, however, gave con­
siderable trouble. A rth u r a t length determ ined to 
pu t an end to the difficulty, and for th a t  purpose 
organised a corps of settlers and soldiers, 2000 strong, 
to form a line across the island, and, advancing from 
north  to soutn, drive the  blacks like kangaroos to the 
extrem e south of Tasm an Peninsula. This aboriginal 
hun t lasted two months, and cost the Government 
£30,000, bu t the  sole result of the whole sorry 
business was the capture of one blackfellow and a 
boy. The trouble w ith the blacks was a t length got 
rid of by getting  them  to agree to be transported  to 
Flinders Island in Bass S trait, where, a fter a few 
years, they nearly all died out. A rth u r overcame the
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bushranging difficulty by offering free passages to 
England to all who gave themselves up. So many 
embraced the offer th a t in a short time Brady, the 
leader of the gang, was left alm ost alone, and when 
w andering in a secluded valley was surprised and 
captured by Jo h n  Batm an, who afterw ards took part 
in the  early settlem ent of V ictoria.
In  1825, on the petition  of its colonists to the 
Hom e Government, Tasm ania became independent 
of New South W ales. Four years la ter a nominee 
legislative body was appointed to aid the Governor in 
fram ing laws.
In  1827 the V an Diem en’s Land Company received 
a g ran t of 350,000 acres, and, much of th is being 
afterw ards sold by auction, perm anent settlem ent on 
the  land was greatly  increased.
In  1829 M r. J .  P . Faw kner, the  founder of Mel­
bourne, s ta rted  the Launceston Advertiser. On the 
expiration of Governor A rth u r’s term  of office in 1836, 
the colonists testified their appreciation of his rule by 
a g ift of £1500.
In  1837 Sir John Franklin (afterw ards lost 
while exploring in the A rctic  regions) assumed office. 
The colony progressed under the new Governor, who, 
36 years before, had served as a m idshipm an under 
Flinders during the  survey of the A ustralian  coast in 
the Investigator. Lady Franklin , his wife, warmly 
seconded his efforts in all movements for the 
good of the  people. She spent much of her 
private fortune in acts of benevolence. A  few holding 
high positions, whose soaring am bition the Governor 
felt bound to check, lost no Opportunity of thw arting  
him. One of them  was dismissed for insubordination, 
and appealed to Lord Stanley, who, in ignorance of 
the facts of the case, sided w ith him. The Governor 
was superseded by Sir F . W ilm ot, and left the  colony 
am idst the  regrets of the vast bulk of the people.
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Sir EardlGy Wilmot was Governor for th ree years 
(1843 to 1846). I t  is said he died of a broken heart 
in 1847 from the calumnies heaped upon him during his 
brief adm inistration— his chief measures having given 
great ollence to the m ajority  of the inhabitan ts.
In  1847 Sir William Thomas Denison assumed 
the governorship of the  colony. The g reat event 
during his rule vas the cBSsation of transporta­
tion (1853).
From  1840 to 1853 the island was flooded with 
convicts, transportation  to New South W ales having 
ceased in the former year, and there being no other 
penal settlem ent available. Convict labour came into 
competition w ith th a t of the free settlers, hence an 
agitation against transportation  was started  which, 
a fter many years’ delay, was crowned w ith success, 
in 1853.
The discovery of gold in A ustralia  in 1851 had a 
bad effect on Tasmania. People left the colony in 
great numbers to seek the ir fortunes on the goldflelds, 
and for nearly 20 years the progress of Tasm ania 
suffered from this cause.
In  1855 Sir Henry Young* came to the colony as 
Governor-in-Chief. D uring his term  of office Re­
sponsible Government was introduced, muni- 
cipa.1 governm ent established, and communication by 
railway and telegraph initiated. The succeeding 
Governors were Colonel Brown, Sir Charles 
Ducane, Sir F. A. Weld, General Sir J. H. 
Lefroy, Sir G C. Strahan, Sir C. R. Hamilton, 
and Lord Gormanston.
First Priest.—The Rev. Philip  Conolly, who 
arrived in H obart from Sydney in 1821, was the first 
Catholic chaplain. F a th er Flynn, when common 
out to New South W ales in 1817, was on shore in 
H obart for a few days, and was received in a friendly 
m anner by Governor Sorrell. F a ther F lynn adm in­
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istered the  sacram ents to the  Catholic convicts. Dean 
K enny, who had been six m onths a teacher under 
F a th e r Conolly, says th a t he was a “ man of no small 
ab ility  and attainm ents, very w itty, and full of dry 
hum our.”
The Rev. Samuel Coote landed in 1824. W ith  
F a th e r Coote came out M r. Roderick O’Connor, his 
family, and some free settlers to en ter upon farm ing 
in the  colony. Mr. O’Connor was then  a P ro testan t, 
b u t became a Catholic la ter in life, and made a g ift of 
£10,000 tow ards the erection of St. M ary’s Cathedral, 
H obart.
Dr. U llathorne, on his voyage to Sydney in 1833, 
rem ained a few weeks in Tasmania. H e found 
“ religious m atters in  a  very unsatisfactory condition”
The R ig h t Rev. Dr. Folding, on his appointm ent as 
Bishop of New H olland and its islands, stopped in 
Tasm ania for a few weeks before coming on to Sydney. 
D uring his stay he collected £1000 for the erection of 
a  church a t  R ichm ond (14 miles from H obart). H e 
left F a th e r Cotham  to assist F a th e r Conolly, and 
M r. Jo h n  K enny (afterw ards Dean) in charge of a 
Catholic school then  established.
Shortly after the arrival of Dr. Folding in  Sydney, 
F a th e r T herry  was sent as V icar-General to Tasmania, 
where he controlled Church affairs un til the arrival 
of the  first bishop. In  Tasmania, as in  New South 
Wales, F a th e r T herry  was the courageous champion 
of his faith. Zeal and earnestness for religion and 
education he showed w ithout ceasing, and he fought 
the Governm ent inch by inch to secure the rig h t of 
Catholic orphans to be brought up in the ir own faith.
First Catholic Bishop of Tasmania.—The 
R ig h t Rev. Dr. W illson, first Catholic Bishop of the 
colony, arrived a t  H o b art in  1841. H e had come 
from N ottingham , England, where he was very 
popular with non-Catholics and revered by his own
TASMANIA 65
flock. H is rig h t to stylo himself “  Catholic Bishop 
of H o b art Town ” was questioned by D r Nixon, the 
P ro testan t Bishop, in an offensive letter. Dr. W illson 
replied “ th a t he thought the vice and crime abroad 
in the colony called for different labour than  quarrelling 
about titles .” The Launceston Examiner^ referring to 
the conduct of the P ro tes tan t Bishop, said :— “ Every 
P ro testan t here feels scorn and indignation a t  seeing 
religion reduced to a sort of cockfight.”
N ex t to the moral welfare of the convicts, reform 
and improvement in the discipline under which they 
suffered engaged the a tten tion  of the Bishop. H e 
found them locked up a t  n igh t in wooden huts, each 
containing 20 or 50 men, herded together like C hina­
men. In  many of the gangs of convicts he found men 
carrying chains when a t work weighing from 20 to 36 
lbs. I he trea tm en t of the convicts and the “ terrib le 
punishm ents ” they underw ent, horrified him. H e 
brought this sta te  of th ings under the notice of Sir 
W m. Denison, the Governor of Tasmania, in a letter, 
in which he says :— “ Gloom, sullen despondency, 
despair of leaving the island seemed to be the general 
condition of the men’s m inds.” I t  was through his 
representations, made to the Im perial Government, 
and supported by Governor Denison, th a t convicts 
were removed from Norfolk Island, where they were 
treated  worse even than  in Tasmania, and th a t the 
former island was abandoned as a penal settlem ent.
Dr. W illson’s heart also went out to  all who were 
suffering from m ental disease. H e ha,^ gained in 
England and on the continent of Europe much 
experience in the trea tm en t of the insane, and he gave 
the benefit of i t  to the  Governm ents of Tasmania, 
V ictoria, and New South W ales for the cure of 
m ental maladies.
Bishop W illson was singularly free from national 
prejudice, as was shown in 1859, when he petitioned 
the Holy See to appoint the Very Rev. Dean B utler,
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an Irish  priest, of Launceston, as his coadjutor. 
“ The Church in H o b a rt,” he said, “ was almost 
entirely  Irish , ‘ and it  would be an act of folly to 
appoint o ther th an  Irish  bishops for priests and 
people who were Ir ish .’ ”
The M ost Rev. D aniel M urphy became coadjutor 
and afterw ards successor to  D r. W illson, who returned  
stricken w ith paralysis to  his old flock a t N ottingham , 
where he died in 1866.
Dr. M urphy had been Bishop of H yderabad, in 
India. H e arrived in H o b art in  1866, and an 
enthusiastic  welcome was extended to him. A t 
the close of the same year several nuns of the 
P resen tation  O rder arrived, under the  charge of the 
Rev. M other F. X . M urphy, the Bishop’s sister. They 
opened schools a t Richmond, un til their convent 
adjoining St. M ary’s C athedral was built, and in 1873 
they sent a branch to  Launceston. The Sisters of 
St. Joseph in 1887 opened schools in other districts 
of the  island, and in 1893 the  Sisters of M ercy took 
possession of a new convent a t  Latrobe. In  1893 the 
Convent and M agdalene Home, under the  care of the 
Sisters of the Good Shepherd, was solemnly opened 
by H is Em inence Cardinal M oran.
The Golden Jubilee  of the R ig h t Rev. Dr. M urphy’s 
priesthood was celebrated in June , 1888, am idst great 
rejoicing. H is Holiness Pope Leo the X I I I . ,  to 
m ark his appreciation, made him Archbishop of 
H obart, and H is Eminence Cardinal M oran in May, 
1889, conferred the Pallium  upon His Grace. In  
June , 1896, the Golden Jubilee of H is Grace’s 
episcopate was celebrated, in the presence of the 
C ardinal, most of the hierarchy of A ustralia  and the 
Catholic Governor of Tasmania, Lord Gormanston, 
who took a warm, generous and prom inent p a rt in 
connection w ith the proceedings. The R ight Rev. 
Dr. Delany, a ripe scholar and zealous adm inistrator, 
has for many years acted as Coadjutor to H is Grace.
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C H A P T E R  V I.
V IC T O R IA .
Victoria (previously known as the  P o rt Phillip  
d istric t of New South W ales) became a separate 
colony in 1851. In  1770 C aptain Cook, from his ship 
the Endeavour, saw a small portion of its coast and 
named one of its headlands P o in t H icks (now Cape 
Everard), situated  between Cape Howe and the  m outh 
of the Snowy River. M r. Clarke, the  supercargo of 
the Sydney Cove, which had been wrecked on the 
Furneaux Islands in 1797, while endeavouring along 
w ith some of his crew to reach Sydney, passed through 
a small portion of the south-eastern coastal d istric t of 
V ictoria, and are believed to be the first Europeans 
who ever trod V ictorian soil.
In  1798 Dr. George Bass set out from Sydney in 
an open whaleboat, cruised along portion of the 
south coast of V ictoria, and proved th a t Tasm ania 
was no t connected with the mainland, as had pre­
viously been the opinion. In  1800 L ieu tenant Jam es 
G rant, who sailed from England in the  Lady Nelson 
for the purpose of making a survey of the  southern 
shores of New H olland, was the first to ,pass through 
Bass S tra it from the west. A fter a short stay in 
P o rt Jackson, G ran t surveyed the coast of V ictoria 
from W estern  P o rt to W ilson’s Prom ontory. M atthew  
Flinders, in the Investigator, sailed into P o rt Phillip  
in 1801 and explored its  shores in an open boat, while 
L ieutenant M urray, who, had succeeded L ieu tenant 
G ran t in the command of the Lady Nelson, in a cruise 
through Bass S tra it in 1802 also explored P o rt Phillip.
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In  1803, in  the  Cumberland, Charles Grimes (then 
Surveyor-General of New South W ales) explored the 
coast of P o rt Phillip  and ascended the Y arra  for 
several miles. One of the  party , in his report of this 
expedition, says th a t “ the most eligible place for a 
settlem ent th a t I  have seen is on the Freshw ater 
R iver ” {i.e., the  Y arra) Grimes and his party  on 
one occasion breakfasted on the site of the present 
Spencer-street Railw ay Station, and have, therefore, 
the honour of being the first w hite men to set foot 
on the site of the  city of M elbourne. The Cumber­
land, in which Grimes sailed, was under the command 
of L ieut. Robbins, a naval officer, who had despatches 
w arning off the F rench expedition under Commodore 
Baudin, who was believed to be contem plating the 
annexation of the south coast of New H olland on 
behalf of the F rench Government.
Early Settlem ent.— Lieut.-Colonel David Collins, 
form erly judge advocate in Sydney, was sent out from 
E ngland in 1803 to found a  convict settlem ent in 
Port Phillip. The expedition was fitted out in haste 
in England on account of the anticipated  designs of 
Baudin, the  F rench  commodore. I t  consisted of a 
storeship, the Ocean, and the Calcutta, w ith  400 persons 
aboard, 300 of whom were convicts. A  landing was 
made near the  present town of Sorrento, and the 
country about there  explored. This was found un­
suitable for settlem ent. The land was sandy and 
barren, the water brackish, and there  was no timber. 
The resu lt was th a t Collins, who had heard glowing 
accounts of the  beauty and fertility  of the northern  
shores of V an D iem an’s Land, removed the settle­
m ent to the banks of the Derwent, s ta ting  a t  the 
same tim e in a despatch to Lord H obart th a t “ when 
all the disadvantages a ttend ing  this bay (P o rt Phillip) 
are publicly known, it  cannot be supposed th a t com­
mercial people will be very desirous of visiting P o rt 
Phillip .” D uring Collins’s sojourn, W illiam  Buckley,
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one of the convicts, deserted, and, having made 
friends w ith the natives, lived w ith them  for 32 years- 
For 20 years after Collins’s short visit P o rt Phillip  
d istric t was neglected, un til in 1824 H am ilton H um e 
and W illiam  H o veil, in search of new pastures, 
travelled overland from Goulburn, in New South 
Wales, via Yass Plains and the M urray, Ovens, and 
G oulburn Rivers, and having explored the country as 
far as the present site of Geelong, reported favourably 
of its soil and pastoral capabilities.
Soon after the re tu rn  of H um e and Hovell to 
Sydney rum ours were again afloat th a t a French 
expedition was about to make a settlem ent on the 
south coast of the continent, and to prevent this the 
authorities in Sydney determ ined to despatch an 
expedition th ither. W estern  P o rt was selected as 
its destination. A  small party  of prisoners, w ith 
soldiers to guard them, was landed there in 1826, 
under the command of C aptain W  right, w ith 
whom went Hovell as guide. I t  was found, however, 
a fter a year's occupation, th a t the surrounding dis­
tr ic t was unsuitable for perm anent occupation, and, 
a t the instance of Governor Darling, the settlem ent 
was abandoned.
Permanent Settlem ent.—In  1834 two brothers, 
Edw ard and Francis H enty , who were carrying on an 
extensive w haling industry  in Tasmania, crossed over 
to V ictoria and established a branch station a t  P o rt­
land Bay. This undertak ing  proved ^ccessfu l, and 
to it  they soon added sheep and cattle  farming. The 
H entys were thus the first real settlers of the colony, 
and they were soon followed by other stockowners 
from Tasmania. In  the following year (1835) an 
association was formed in Tasm ania to colonise P o rt 
Phillip. I t  consisted of fifteen persons, and John 
Batman was sent over w ith a party  to report upon 
the grazing capabilities of the surrounding district.
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A fter exploring much of the new country he had an 
interview  near the  present site of N orthcote with 
several native chiefs, w ith whom he contracted for 
the purchase of 600,000 acres of land on the shores 
of P o rt Phillip  and on the  banks of the Y arra  in 
re tu rn  for a num ber of knives, tomahawks, blankets, 
looking-glasses, and other articles. Governor Bourke 
afterw ards disallowed the bargain, b u t granted  £7000 
to the Batm an Association as compensation in regard 
to the transaction.
F a w k n e P . —JohnPascoe Faw kner, w ith  five others, 
settled on the  shores of P o rt Phillip  in 1835. The 
country was not unknow n to him, having been there 
as a  boy in 1803 w ith his fa ther in the convict 
expedition of Governor Collins. Messrs. H enty, 
Batm an, and Faw kner were settlers from Tasmania, 
who were a ttrac ted  to V ictoria by the glowing reports 
of the  country given by H um e and Hovell.
Australia Felix.— In  1836 M ajor (afterw ards 
Sir) Thomas M itchell explored the country from the 
M urray to the  ocean, and by reason of its  fertility  
bestowed upon it  the  nam e of Australia Felix. From  
his description of its beauty, fertility , and suitable­
ness for pastoral pursuits, m any squatters from New 
South W ales and Tasm ania rented large areas for 
grazing. A t th a t  time, too, im m igrants began to 
arrive in g rea t num bers from the U nited  Kingdom.
Melbourne, the fu ture  capital of the colony, was 
named after Lord Melbourne, the B ritish  P rem ier of 
the  period, by Sir B ichard  Bourke, when on a visit 
to the southern colony in 1837.
Latrobe.—In 1839 Charles J. Latrobe became 
superin tendent of P o rt Phillip  d istrict, which, three 
years la ter became en titled  to send six ou t of the 
tw enty-four elected members of the  newly-formed 
Legislative Council a t  Sydney. For some years after.
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owing to over-speculation in land, p roperty  of all 
kinds suiTered in value, and general stagnation  of 
business prevailed. From about the  year 1840 the 
people of P o rt Phillip became dissatisfied w ith the 
mode in which the settlem ent was governed. The 
agitation for local self-government was kep t up until in 
1851 i t  became an independent colony, under 
the name of Victoria. L atrobe was then  sworn 
in  as Lieutenant-G overnor, and the first parliam ent, 
consisting of ten  nom inated and tw enty  elected 
members, was opened a t  M elbourne, November, 1851.
Discovery of Gold.— Jam es Esmond, a  Californian 
digger, received £1000 as a rew ard from the V ictorian 
Governm ent for the discovery of the first payable 
goldfield in V ictoria in 1851, a few m onths afte r the 
great gold discoveries in New South W ales. B allarat, 
Bendigo and IMount A lexander soon became famous 
goldfields, and a ttrac ted  fortune-seekers in a short time 
from the o ther colonies, and from Europe, Am erica 
and Asia, to the num ber of 100,000. M any of these 
were successful and made fortunes, b u t the great 
m ajority  found considerable difficulty in m aking even 
a bare living. The gold-diggers had m any grievances. 
They had to pay an excessively high license fee, 
am ounting to th irty  shillings a month, for the mere 
righ t to  search for gold, and th is was imposed upon 
all alike. They were also denied the franchise, and 
prevented from cultivating  even the sm allest portion 
of land around their encam pm ents for the support of 
themselves and their families. Receiving no redress 
of their grievances, the  B allara t diggers revolted in 
1854. They formed an entrenchm ent called the 
Eureka Stockade, which, a fter a short struggle, was 
carried by the soldiers and police, who had been 
brought in large numbers from M elbourne to quell the 
insurrection. Both sides suffered heavy losses, and 120 
miners were taken prisoners, and although th irteen  
were pu t on the ir tria l the Crown failed to get a con­
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viction in any of the cases. The late Sir Peter 
Lalor, for m any years Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly in V ictoria, was one of the ringleaders of 
the revolt. M any reforms and concessions to the 
miners resulted from the outbreak. For ten  years, 
from 1851 to 1861, the value of the gold yield from 
V ictorian  mines averaged £10,000,000 a year.
Burke and Wills.— “ A M elbourne m erch an t” 
(who was no o ther th an  Mr. Am brose K yte, a patriotic 
and modest Irishm an) offered, in 1860, the sum of 
£1000  tow ards the fitting  out of an  expedition to 
cross the  continent from V ictoria to the Gulf of 
C arpentaria. P riv a te  contributions to the ex ten t 
of £3000, and a Parliam entary  g ran t of £6000, 
besides 26 camels, valued a t  £3000, were freely given 
to help on the praisew orthy undertaking. The 
leadership was given to R obert O’H ara  Burke (an 
Irishm an from the C ounty of Galway), w ith whom 
was associated W . J . W ills as surveyor and astro­
nomical observer. There were th irteen  other persons 
in the  party , which s ta rted  from M elbourne in 
A ugust, 1860, under the  happiest and most 
favourable auspices. A rrived a t  Cooper’s Creek 
on 11th November, B urke formed a depdt, w ith 
instructions to those in  charge to rem ain there for 
three m onths. B urke then, w ith three companions— 
W ills, K ing, and G ray— plunged into the  unknown 
country, and made a rapid  journey to the  Gulf of 
Carpentaria, where they arrived on 4 th  February, 
1861. Spent and worn, they retraced the ir steps to 
Cooper’s Creek, to  find the depot, alas, abandoned, 
Brahe, who had been left in  charge, having left 
some hours before the ir arrival. Brahe, before leaving, 
took the precaution of burying some provisions a t  the 
foot of a tree, on which he cu t the word “ D ig.” 
Food, of which they were so much in need, was now 
available, and they decided to rest and recru it them ­
selves— a fatal m istake, for had they but pushed on
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only for a few hours they would have reached B rahe 
and his party , who travelled only a few miles the first 
day. W eak and disappointed, they tu rned  tow ards 
South A ustralia  in the hope of reaching some outlying 
squatter’s station. D isaster befel them  on the way ; 
all perished b u t K ing, whose life was saved by the 
kindness of the blacks. The death  of these heroic 
men was lam ented over all the  continent. A  public 
funeral was accorded to the ir rem ains in M elbourne, 
where a splendid m onum ent now stands to hand 
down to fu tu re  generations the story of the ir success­
ful exploration and its harrow ing ending.
Catholic.— In  1839 the Rev. F a th er B. Geoghegan, 
of the Order of St. Francis, and a native of D ublin, was 
the first Catholic missionary to the in fan t settlem ent 
of V ictoria. For a few m onths before going to V ic­
toria he had charge of St. B enedict’s district, Sydney, 
where his zeal and piety were m arked and productive 
of the happiest results. L ike all pioneer priests, he 
had to endure m any hardships— having no place for 
some time to sleep in b u t the  bar of a public-house. 
H is first IMass in V ictoria was offered up in the  open 
air. A  short tim e after a little  wooden chapel was 
bu ilt a t the corner of Lonsdale and Elizabeth streets, 
where now stands the beautiful and popular church 
of St. Francis of Assisi. F a ther R ichard  W alshe 
(ordained in Sydney by Dr. Folding) was sent, 
towards the end of 1839, to assist in the  mission. 
F a th er Geoghegan, w ith Mr. (afterw ards Sir) John  
O’Shannassy, were treasurers of the “ P o rt Phillip  
Irish  Relief F und ” in  1846 and 1847. Both gentle­
men exerted themselves to the utm ost in raising 
money for the relief of the ir fellow-countrymen during 
the terrib le times of the  famine in Ireland in those 
years. The Rev. Dean Coffee was amongst the 
zealous priests who helped to build up the Church in 
V ictoria. H e rem ained there u n til i t  was erected 
into a bishopric, whereupon he returned to Sydney.
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H e was afterw ards in charge of P a rram atta  parish, 
where he died in 1882, much regretted.
First Bishop.— F ath er J .  A. Goold was the first 
Bishop of V ictoria. In  1848 he was consecrated in 
St. M ary’s, Sydney, by Dr. Folding. For ten  years 
previously he had laboured in various parts of New 
South W ales. The young bishop made the journey 
from Sydney to  M elbourne (overland) in nineteen 
days— no small feat in  those days of bad roads. 
H is diocese extended from the M urray to  the ocean. 
Zealous, active, and shrewd, Dr. Goold began a t once 
to organise the  Church for the  g reat fu ture  he saw 
before her in  the  colony. H e opened Catholic 
schools th roughout the  country, and introduced during 
his adm inistration  teaching and religious orders— the 
Je su it Fathers, the Carm elite Order, the C hristian 
B rothers, the  Sisters of Mercy, the  N uns of the  Good 
Shepherd, the  P resen tation  Order, the  Faith fu l Com­
panions of Jesus, and the  L ittle  Sisters of the  Poor. 
H e was created A rchbishop in 1874, and died in 
1886, after governing the  diocese for 38 years, leaving 
behind him a memory loved by his own people and 
honoured by all.
The M ost Bev. Thomas Joseph C arr became suc­
cessor to  Dr. Goold in  1887. H e had been Bishop of 
Galway, and i t  was a t  the P lenary  Synod of A ustralasia, 
held in  1885, th a t the  H oly See was requested to ap ­
point him  A rchbishop of M elbourne. H is G race’s works 
speak for themselves. W ith  voice and pen he has edified 
and instructed  Catholics, and confounded the enemies 
of the Church. H e has formed many new missions, 
added the Religious of the  Sacred H eart, the  Sisters 
of C harity, the  L oretto  Sisters, and the Sisters of St. 
Joseph to the religious and teaching orders, estab­
lished additional superior and parochial schools, and 
21 new churches, and the num ber of priests (increased 
largely by the introduction of the  V incentian Fathers 
in 1892) has been nearly doub led ; while last, bu t not
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least, the noble C athedral of St. P atrick  has been 
completed by him. I t  was thirty-five years in building, 
and cost £200,000. The ceremony of its consecration 
took place on 31st October, 1897, and was the  most 
magnificent religious function ever witnessed in  A us­
tralia. The Archdiocese of M elbourne, it  m ust no t be 
forgotten, enjoys a high reputation for the num ber and 
completeness of its educational and charitable in s titu ­
tions. The form er include the fine college of St. 
Francis X avier a t  Kew, St. P a trick ’s Colleges a t 
M elbourne and E ast M elbourne, St. P a trick ’s a t 
Kilmore, as well as numerous popular and flourishing 
superior schools for girls ; while among the many 
noble m onum ents of Christian charity  may be men­
tioned St. V incen t’s Orphanages a t  M elbourne, Our 
Lady’s O rphanage a t  Geelong, the Industria l School 
and P en iten t Asylum  a t A bbotsford, the M agdalene 
Asylum a t South M elbourne, Hom e for A ged and 
Infirm  Poor a t  N orthcote, Hom e for Neglected 
Children a t Surrey H ills, St. Joseph’s Providence a t 
Collingwood, and St. V incent’s H ospital a t  Fitzroy.
Diocese of Ballarat— The city  of B allarat is 
situated  about seventy miles from M elbourne, a t a 
height above sea-level of 1500 feet. The R igh t Rev. 
Dr. O’Connor was its first bishop, and was installed 
by Dr. Goold in December, 1874. The good bishop 
devoted himself to the establishm ent of Catholic 
schools throughout the diocese, which we(e in  charge 
of trained  and efficient teachers— the Christian 
Brothers and Sisters of the  L oretto  Community. 
Numerous churches were also built, and an episcopal 
residence was erected a t a cost of £10,000. Dr. 
O’Connor made a visit to Rome and Ireland  in 1881. 
H is flock presented him on his departure w ith £1080 
as a m ark of their reverence and esteem. A  few 
months after his re tu rn  in 1882 he was attacked  with 
inflammation of the lungs, which caused his death  on
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14th February , 1883. H e was m ourned by all classes 
as a loving, tender, charitable churchm an.
The R igh t Rev. Jam es Moore, V icar General under 
the late bishop, succeeded him in 1884, and carried 
on the work of the see till his death  in 1904. In  the 
following year the present accomplished bishop, the 
R ig h t Rev. Joseph Hisfgins, was transferred  from 
Rockham pton to control the im portan t diocese of 
B allarat. Under Dr. Moore, £85,500 were expended 
on schools, convents, churches, and presbyteries in 
the city of B allarat alone during the first ten years 
of his adm inistration . A t the end of 1905 the 
diocese contained 130 churches numerous superior 
and prim ary schools, in addition to the splendid 
College of St. P atrick  a t B allarat, conducted by 
the C hristian  Brothers. Among the high schooig 
for Catholic young ladies, the  Loretto  A bbey a t M ary’s 
M ount, and the  L oretto  Convents a t Dawson-street 
and Portland, enjoy great popularity, and in  connec­
tion w ith the form er a flourishing tra in ing  college for 
teachers is carried on. The Brigidine Sisters conduct 
a large boarding school a t  A rara t, and the Poor Sisters 
of N azareth  labour zealously in the m anagem ent of 
N azareth  House, a t  H ill-street, Ballarat, in to  which 
orphans, neglected children, and the  aged poor of both 
sexes, w ithout d istinction of creed, are received and 
cared for.
Diocese of Sandhurst.— Sandhurst, formerly 
the celebrated goldfield called Bendigo, is 100 miles 
from M elbourne. The Rev. Dr. Backhaus was the first 
priest who followed the miners to Bendigo.
The R ig h t Rev. Dr. Crane, of the Order of 
St. A ugustine, was its first bishop. H e took up the 
work of the diocese in 1875, and laboured w ith zeal 
and success for the next seven years. H e paid his 
lequired v isit to Rome in 1882, and received the 
thanks of the Holy Father, Pope Leo X I I 1., for his
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zealous labours. W hen passing through London he 
underw ent an operation for ca taract in the eyes, 
which, unfortunately, resulted in to tal blindness. In  
188G he returned to the diocese, where he rem ained 
till his death in 1901.
The R ig h t Rev. Dr. Reville, O.S. A., adm inistra tor 
or the diocese during the absence of Dr. Crane, was 
appointed his coadjutor in 1885, and discharged all 
the active duties of the see till 1901, when he 
succeeded to the full control. The diocese contains 
105 churches and 40 priests, while its educational 
wants are supplied by the H erm its of A ugustine, the 
M arist B rothers, the Sisters of Mercy, the Sisters of 
St. Brigid, and the Sisters of St. Joseph.
Diocese of Sale.— Sale, the c- pital of Gippsland, 
has for its first Bishop the R ig h t Rev. Jam es F. 
Corbett, a native of Limerick, who held for several 
years the office of Secretary to A rchbishop Goold, 
and was also pastor of St. K ilda. H e was consecrated 
by the Most Rev. Dr. Carr, Archbishop of M elbourne, 
on 25th August, 1887. H e had bu t one priest on 
tak ing  charge of his diocese. A t the end of 1905 
there were 44 churches, 16 priests, 47 nuns (of the 
N otre Dame de Sion and the St. Joseph orders), and 
a  Catholic population of about 14,000.
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C H A P T E R  V II .
SOUTH A U STR A LIA .
P a r t  of the coast of South A ustra lia  is said to have 
been discovered by P e te r N uyts in 1627.
In  1802 M atthew  Flinders, during  his survey of 
the A ustra lian  coast in the  Investigator, explored the 
southern shores from Fow ler’s Bay to E ncounter Bay, 
giving names to  the chief bays and capes as he passed.
The report furnished by C aptain S tu rt, in 1829, 
of the capabilities of the  Lower M urray basin, 
as a  promising agricultural region, a ttrac ted  the 
a tten tio n  of many people in  England. Among 
these was Edward Gibbon Wakefield, who pro­
posed to found a colony in South A ustra lia  on 
somewhat U topian  lines. H e published a pam phlet in 
London in which he drew an a ttrac tiv e  p icture of how a 
new colony m ight be founded and worked. A  high price 
was to be set on the  land, so as to exclude the poorer 
settlers, who were too prone, i t  was said, to purchase 
land and become their own m asters as soon as possible. 
I t  was to be a colony for the  middle and  upper 
classes. Poor men coming to the  colony would find 
i t  impossible to purchase land, and would therefore 
be forced to work for years for their employers. I t  
was persistently  sta ted  by the  advocates of this 
scheme th a t  money invested in the proposed colony 
would re tu rn  fully five times as much as a like 
am ount invested in England. M any, therefore, 
believed in W akefield’s theories, and took shares in 
the proposed colonisation company. The promoters 
wanted an immense area of country for nothing, bu t
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the B ritish Governm ent would not listen to such a 
request, and, in consequence of th is refusal, the 
company was dissolved.
A nother company, however, viz.. The South 
Australian Association, was formed in 1833, 
and a charter granted  to it  th ree years later, 
provided, among other things, th a t the colony 
should be self-supporting. This m eant, of course, 
th a t no convicts were to be sent out to aid by 
their labour in developing the lands of the settle­
ment. In  1836 the first im m igrants arrived and 
landed a t Kangaroo Island. T hat being found un­
suitable for a city, Colonel L ight, who had been sent 
out by the Association as Surveyor-General, decided 
on another site, m idway between St. V incent’s Gulf 
and the foot of M ount Lofty Range, on the banks 
of the Torrens. The capital was called Adelaide, in 
honour of the wife of the  reigning king, W illiam  IV . 
L ater on in the year Governor Hindmarsh 
(1836-1838), who had been sent out by the Home 
G overnm ent to rule the new settlem ent, arrived, and 
soon quarrelled w ith Colonel L ight over the  site 
chosen for the in fan t capital. Being a sailor, the 
idea of building a city  several miles from the sea 
appeared absurd, so he tried  to induce Colonel L ight 
and those acting w ith him to remove the settlem ent 
to Encounter Bay, bu t all to no purpose. A fter much 
wrangling on th a t m atter, H indm arsh  A a^s recalled 
by the B ritish Government, and his adversaries were 
in tu rn  cashiered by the Association.
Governor Gawler (1838-1841) succeeded H in d ­
marsh. H e found things looking very bad. The 
young capital was little  be tte r th an  a rude camp ; 
its inhabitan ts w ithout hope or energy. There was 
plenty of land, bu t nobody to till it. The rich settlers 
who had first arrived soon became disgusted with 
bush life, and did little  else bu t speculate in town
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lots a t  A delaide. Poor im m igrants were arriving 
from tim e to time, bu t there  was no work for them, 
as none could pay them, and to make m atters worse, 
the  high price fixed upon for land made i t  impossible 
for them  to  acquire holdings on the ir own account. 
W an t and poverty became general. To relieve 
the widespread distress the Governor started  a 
num ber of public works, improved the city, built 
wharves, and erected a  Custom House a t P ort 
Adelaide. In  th is way he spent his private 
fortune, b u t even th a t  was not enough to meet the 
claims for wages. H e appealed to the Home Govern­
m ent for help, and drew on them  to pay for goods 
sent ou t to the  country. A  few of the earlier drafts 
only were paid ; the  others were dishonoured. The 
authorities in  England reminded the Governor th a t, by 
the term s of the  charter of the colony, it  was to be 
self-supporting. The debts incurred am ounted to 
£400,000, which made the colony practically insolvent, 
as no one was willing to pay this sum. Everyone was 
anxious to qu it the  colony. Owners of land were 
w illing to sell i t  for sufficient to pay the ir passage to 
England. The B ritish  Governm ent censured Governor 
Gawler, and he had to  give place to Captain (after­
wards Sir) George Grey. The debts of the  colony were 
a t length paid by the Im perial Government, bu t all 
political power was taken  away from the South 
A ustralian  Association, the  Home authorities taking 
the control of the colony into their own hands.
Governor Grey (1841-1845) found the great 
m ajority  of the  workmen in the colony dependent on 
relief works or Governm ent wages, and w ithout en ter­
prise enough to engage in any undertaking on their 
own account. The former he a t once abolished, and 
a t the  same time reduced the wages for all Govern­
m ent work to almost starvation rates, thus forcing 
the workmen to seek employment on the farms and 
stations of the interior, and generally to tru s t rather
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to the ir own efforts than  to Governm ent assist­
ance. H e encouraged settlem ent on the land, recom­
mended habits of th r if t  and industry, and brought 
the expenditure of the colony down to its  income. 
Good fortune as well as good m anagem ent charac­
terised Grey’s period of adm inistration, for in 1841 
galena was found in M ount Lofty Ranges, and in 
the following year copper was discovered a t  K apunda 
S tation and also a t B urra  B urra, 90 miles from 
Adelaide. These discoveries helped greatly  in m aking 
the colony prosperous. D uring the first three years of 
Governor Grey’s rdgime South A ustralia  was lifted out 
of her financial difficulties, and instead of having to 
pay ruinous prices for im ported wheat and flour, was 
able to export w heat to the o ther colonies. In  
addition, sheep-farming had been commenced, and the 
industry  was assuming large proportions. D uring 
the four years of Grey’s rule settlem ent on the Crown 
lands had greatly  extended, and th is circumstance, 
added to the growing fame of her copper mines, 
caused population to stream  into the colony from the 
eastern settlem ents. Thus the dangers th a t threatened 
the very existence of the  colony were removed.
In  1844 Captain Charles Sturt, the discoverer 
of the D arling and the first explorer of the  lower 
M urray, led an expedition from Adelaide to the centre 
of the continent. I t  was well fitted out, and in­
cluded Messrs. Poole (surveyor), Browne (surgeon), 
and J .  M cDouall S tu art (draughtsm an). S tu rt 
discovered and named the S tanley and Grey 
Ranges in New South W ales. The form er is 
now known as the B arrier Range, whose silver deposits 
are some of the  richest in the world. A  thriv ing  and 
populous city now stands in the m idst of the dreary 
plain passed over by the explorers. A t a place which 
they named R ocky Glen, where there  appeared to be 
plenty of water, the  party  formed a dep6t. The 
summer heat of 1844 was intense, and soon dried up
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most of the  creeks in the neighbourhood. Their 
terrib le sufferings then  commenced, and for six 
months they were imprisoned in a furnace-like desert. 
They could not live above ground. They excavated 
an underground chamber to live in so as to escape the 
burning blasts th a t threatened to w ither them  up. 
S tu rt made several a ttem pts to find a means of 
escape for himself and his party . H e found 
the region to the north  barren and sandy, and 
called it  Stony Desert. Short of provisions and 
w ithout water, he determ ined to return. A fter 
encountering blinding sand billows and other hard­
ships, he reached Adelaide blind and dispirited, be­
lieving th a t the centre of A ustralia  was a desert. 
This opinion has been shown by la ter explorations to 
be quite erroneous.
Governor Robe succeeded Sir George Grey, who 
was appointed Governor of New Zealand—a t th a t 
time in grave financial difficulties. Robe having proved 
unsuccessful as a governor, was recalled a t the end of 
three years, and was succeeded by Sir Henry Young”, 
during whose rule C aptain Cadell, in the Lady 
Augusta, ascended the M urray a distance of 300 miles, 
thereby securing for her owners the bonus of £4000 
offered for the successful navigation of the river.
In  1851 the steady progress of the colony was 
checked for a tim e by the rush to the goldfields of 
V ictoria. Industries were a t a standstill for w ant 
of workmen. The Governor established an escort 
between Adelaide and Bendigo. M any of the 
diggers sent the ir gold by th a t route instead of 
sending it  to  M elbourne, and the advantage which 
the Governor desired of tu rn ing  p a rt of the stream of 
V ictorian gold tow ards South A ustralia  was secured. 
A fter a time m any of those who had been stricken 
w ith the gold fever returned  to the ir former pursuits 
and occupations, finding them  more satisfactory and 
profitable ^han the uncertain ty  of gold-digging.
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In  1856 the Im perial P arliam ent conceded to the 
colony the full measure of Responsible Govern­
ment which she now enjoys. Progressive legislation 
has in an especial m anner been a m arked feature of 
tlie colony’s la ter history. Possibly one of the  most 
useful s ta tu tes ever passed by any legislature was Sir 
R obert lorrens’s Beal Property Act, which simplified 
and cheapened the transfer of real estate. This 
measure was passed by the S. A. P arliam ent in 1858, 
and its provisions have since been adopted throughout 
the whole of the A ustra lian  colonies.
T H E  N O R T H E R N  T E R R IT O R Y .
In  1824 the first B ritish  settlem ent in th is region 
was established on M elville Island. In  1831 P ort 
Essington was chosen as a m ilitary post and harbour 
of refuge, b u t was abandoned in 1850. In  1864 the 
N orthern  Territory, which lies w ithin the tropics, 
was added to South A ustralia, the original northern  
boundary of which was the parallel of 26° S.
In  1862 Mr. John  M cDouall S tu a rt explored the 
in terior of the continent from Adelaide to Adam  Bay, 
in V an D iem en’s Gulf. H e gave so favourable an 
account of the country which he passed over th a t 
the South A ustra lian  Governm ent petitioned the 
Home Governm ent for a g ran t of the whole N orthern  
Territory, which was ceded to them , q,s already 
stated, in 1864. The P o rt D arw in Settlem ent was 
made the same year, and it  has prospered. Tropical 
fru its and grain grow well there, and the surrounding 
country abounds in minerals.
Overland Telegraph.— This im portan t national 
work was undertaken, in 1869, by the G overnm ent of 
South A ustralia  and completed in three years. The 
line followed the route taken by S tu a rt in his 
journey across the continent in 1862. The distance
84 CATHOLIC HISTORY OF AUSTRALIA
was 2000 miles, more th an  half of which was 
through desert country. Sir Charles Todd supervised 
this g reat national work, and i t  was owing to his 
skill and courage under m any difhculties th a t it 
was brought to a successful issue. The Eastern  
Telegraph Company laid a subm arine cable from 
Banjowangie, in Java , to connect w ith  the overland 
line a t  P o rt Darwin. C ongratulatory messages 
passed between the M ayor of London and the Mayor 
of Adelaide in October, 1872. Since then, all A us­
tra lia  has shared in the  advantages of in ternational 
communication through the great enterprise.
Catholic.— Dr. U llathorne was the first priest to 
v isit A delaide. On his arrival in 1840 he found 
about fifty Catholics there. The Governm ent refused 
him the use of a common building for celebrating 
Mass. A  P ro testan t, Mr. Jo h n  B enthon Neals, was 
more liberal. H e  gave the use of his shop twice a 
week, where the Doctor said Mass, preached, and 
otherwise instructed  his flock.
Mr. Leigh, of W oodchester (England), a convert, 
endowed a Catholic Bishopric a t  Adelaide, by giving 
four acres of land in N orth  Adelaide, and 600 acres 
a t  L ittle  Para, as well as a cash donation of <£2000. 
F a th er Benson was the first priest stationed on the 
mission (towards the end of 1841). H e was simple 
in character, and so poor were his little  flock, th a t 
he had to work a t carpentering to earn a livelihood 
for himself. H e returned  to England in 1845, and 
was engaged in the missions in W ales.
First Bishop.— The R igh t Rev. Francis M urphy 
was first Bishop of Adelaide. H e was consecrated by 
A rchbishop Folding, in St. M ary’s Cathedral, Sydney, 
in 1844. H e had laboured in Sydney since 1839, 
w ith the greatest zeal and devotion. On the 9th 
October, 1844, he arrived in Adelaide— then a 
desolate mission, w ithout even one priest. F ather
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Edward Mahonv, of M aitland (N .S.W .), had been 
sent down to prepare the people to receive the Bishop. 
F ather M ichael Ryan, of P enrith , accompanied his 
Lordship to Adelaide, and was for m any years his 
faithful and zealous Vicar-General. A m idst tria ls 
and hardships, Dr. M urphy laboured for 14 years 
and accomplished much. There were twenty-one 
Catholic churches and th irteen  priests in the  colony 
when he died. H is death, like his life, was edifying 
and holy. °
The R ig h t Rev. P. B. Geoghegan succeeded Dr. 
M urphy. H is early missionary life in V ictoria is 
referred to in C hapter V I, H e was consecrated 
Bishop of Adelaide in 1859. and\^uring his episcopate 
efforts were made to  complete the C athedral of St. 
F rancis X avier. H e died in D ublin in 1864.
The R igh t Rev. Lawrence B. Shiel was th ird  
Bishop of Adelaide. H e was consecrated by Dr. 
Goold, in St. Francis Church, M elbourne, in 1866. 
In  1867 he \dsited Rome and Ireland, and brought 
back w ith him from Ireland  some priests and a 
community of Dominican nuns. H e assisted a t the 
V atican Council in 1869. D uring his absence, the 
Rev. Dr. Smith, the Vicar-General of the diocese, 
died. Loved and revered by all classes, his death 
was regarded as a public loss.
In  1868 the Sisters of St. Joseph were established 
in Adelaide, chiefly through the zeal of the accom­
plished geologist, the late Rev. J .  E. Tedison-Woods. 
Branches of th is A ustra lian  sisterhood have since 
spread over the other colonies, while the  Dominican 
Nuns (founded from Cabra, Dublin, in the same year), 
the Sisters of Mercy (founded from Buenos A yres in 
1881), and the C hristian and IMarist B rothers are 
engaged in the holy work of tra in ing  the youth of the 
A delaide Archdiocese in religious and secular know­
ledge. The C hristian B rothers’ College in Wakefield 
street, Adelaide, is held in high esteem throughout
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the whole colony. Dr. Shiel took part, in 1871, in 
the dedication of St. P a trick ’s Cathedral, B allarat, 
after which he returned  to his diocese, and resumed 
his sacred duties. B ut his health  was failing. H e 
w ent to W illungra to recruit, bu t he was past recovery, 
and passed away there on 1st March, 1872.
The R ig h t Rev. C hristopher A ugustine Reynolds 
was nex t Bishop of Adelaide. The progress of re­
ligion after 1873, when he became bishop, was very 
m arked. In  1885 he was made Archbishop of A de­
laide, and in the  adm inistration of his diocese H is 
Grace was ably assisted by the Venerable A rch­
deacon Russell and the V ery Rev. Dr. Byrne up 
to the tim e of his death, which occurred on the 12th 
June, 1893.
The R ig h t Rev. Dr. O’Reily, Bishop of P o rt 
A ugusta, was appointed by Papal Brief dated 5 th 
January , 1895, to fill the vacant See. Since his 
appointm ent H is Grace has continued to display the 
same zeal and un tiring  energy in promoting the 
in terests of religion th a t m arked his adm inistration 
of P o rt A ugusta.
Diocese of Port Augusta.—The R ig h t Rev. 
Jo h n  O’R eily was appointed first bishop in 1888. 
H is Lordship found his diocese heavily in debt, and 
a t once devoted his best energies to reducing it, 
while the  growing demands for new churches, con­
vents, and schools were no t overlooked. The death 
of the  A rchbishop of Adelaide led to H is Lordship’s 
transla tion  to th a t See, and the vacancy thus caused 
was happily filled in 1896 by the R ig h t Rev. Dr. M aher, 
who had been A dm inistra tor of the diocese. Dr. 
M aher laboured for eight years w ith zeal and success 
till his death in 1905. The Sisters of St. Joseph and 
the Sisters of the  Good Sam aritan conduct schools 
in the chief centres of population. This im portant 
diocese contains 35 churches, and a Catholic popu­
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lation of about 12,000, whose spiritual w ants are 
attended to by 16 priests.
Diocese of Port Victoria and Palmerston.—
The a ttem pts to establish a mission in  the capital of 
the N orthern  T erritory  m et w ith m any difficulties. 
The R igh t Rev. Dr. Serra, O.S.B., who was appointed, 
in 1846, first bishop of the  diocese, was transferred 
to P erth , in W estern A ustralia, before he took 
possession of the form er see. In  1847, the Rev. R. 
Salvado, O.S.B., was consecrated bishop to succeed 
him in the see of P o rt V ictoria. The place was 
abandoned before his arrival, and he took charge of 
the m onastery of New Norcia, in W estern  A ustralia. 
His Lordship in 1888 resigned the see of P o rt A ugusta, 
which is now adm inistered by the R igh t Rev. Dr. 
Kelly, Bisiiop of Gerald tom Dr. Salvado died a t  Rome 
in 1900. The Rev. D uncan McNab, who had for years 
laboured hard among the Queensland blacks, interested 
himself while a t Rome in 1881 in the m ovement for 
establishing a mission in the N orthern  Territory, 
w hither in 1883 three Jesu it Fathers, w ith one lay 
brother, left Adelaide for the purpose of civilising and 
converting the aborigines. They established a station 
a t  R apid Creek on an aboriginal reserve, about seven 
miles north east from Palm erston. In  1886 a second 
mission was established on a Governm ent g ran t on 
the Daly River, about 200 miles d is tan t from the 
former, and three years later a thirc^ mission was 
begun, about 18 miles away, on the same reserve. 
In  1891 these three stations were abandoned— the 
first, because of its being too close to the Chinese and 
white settlem ents ; the  two on the D aly R iver in 
favour of a be tte r site on another p a rt of the  same 
stream, where, through the kindness of the South 
A ustralian Government, be tte r land was secured.
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QUEENSLAND.
A s stated  in C hapter I., the  northern  p a rt of this 
colony was among one of the  first places on the 
continent on which Europeans landed. The east coast 
was visited, it  is believed, by D utch and Portuguese 
navigators early in the seventeenth century. Captain 
Cook, in  his voyage northw ards in 1770, named 
M oreton Bay after the  E arl of M oreton, P resident 
of the  Royal Society. H e also gave names to the 
inlets and headlands on the coast as far as Cape 
York, and a t  Possession Island he took possession of 
the eastern coast in  the name of K ing  George I I I .
Matthew Flinders, in 1799, surveyed M oreton 
and H ervey Bays in the Norfolk, a cu tter of 24 tons, 
supplied by Governor H unter. In  1801 the English 
A dm iralty  sent him out in the Investigator to survey 
the en tire  coast of A ustralia. Leaving Spithead in 
Ju ly , he began his work a t  Cape Leeuwin, and made 
charts of the  southern coast. Stopping a m onth in 
Sydney for supplies and repairs, he proceeded north­
wards as far as Cape York, carefully m apping out the 
coast, and m aking a correct chart of the G reat B arrier 
Reef. H e nex t made a chart of Torres S trait, and 
of the Gulf of Carpentaria. F inding his vessel in need 
of overhauling, he went to Timor for repairs and 
supplies. H e then  surveyed the west coast, after which 
he returned to  Sydney, being the first to sail round 
A ustralia . L ieu tenan t Philip  King, in  the Mermaid 
made a chart of all the eastern shores of Queensland, 
in 1817.
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John Oxley, in 1823, discovered the Brisbane 
River, and made a hurried  survey of i t  for fifty miles, 
besides discovering and nam ing the Bremer, one of its 
tributaries. The existence of the Brisbane R iver was 
known some time before, to two runaw ay convicts, 
named Finnegan and Pam phlett, who had been 
wrecked on the coast. These men Oxley found living 
among the blacks a t the tim e of his visit, and it  is 
said th a t Pam phle tt guided Oxley up the Brisbane 
River. H e  was much struck w ith the fertility  of the 
country, and on his re tu rn  to Sydney recommended it 
as suitable for a convict station. One was formed a t 
Eagle Farm , near Brisbane, in 1824, under Captain 
Miller, of the 40th Regim ent, and he was succeeded 
nex t year by Captain Bishop. C aptain Logan was 
com m andant of the settlem ent for the nex t five years, 
and his rule was m arked by savage cruelty. H e was 
m urdered near Ipsw ich by the blacks in 1830, and 
some w riters have expressed the opinion th a t some of 
the convicts were im plicated in the m urder. In  1839 
the convict settlem ent a t B risbane was broken up.
Allan Cunning*hani, a botanist, discovered the 
D arling Downs in 1827. These fine pasture lands were 
soon taken  up by squatters, and from th a t time to the 
present they have been noted as some of the finest 
grazing districts of A ustralia. In  1840, owing to the 
discovery of a practicable route across the Dividing 
Range, below Toowoomba, the D arling Downs 
residents secured a ready ou tle t for the ir produce, 
while, for the same reason, the  commercial im portance 
of the settlem ent a t  M oreton Bay was also greatly  
increased.
The city of Brisbane was laid out by Governor 
Gipps in 1841. Two years la te r the M oreton Ba} 
d istric t became en titled  to send elected representatives 
to the Legislative Council in Sydney, and C aptain 
W ickham  was appointed G overnm ent R esident in
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1853. H e held th a t  position till 1859, when the 
d istric t was separated from New South W ales, and 
erected in to  an independent colony, under the 
name of Queensland. The success of the separation 
movement was in  a great measure due to the exertions 
of the late Dr. Lang. The first Governor of Queens­
land was Sir George Bowen.
W ith  the progress of settlem ent came deadly 
encounters between the pioneer settlers and the 
blacks. The story is a sorrowful one, and goes to 
prove th a t  the  C hristian w hite man is sometimes as 
savage as the  heathen black. Stealing sheep and 
other property was the principal crime of the blacks. 
They were driven to this, perhaps, by hunger. How 
were they  p un ished '? Like dogs— shot or poisoned. 
N ative troopers, who took joy in  slaughtering their 
countrym en, pursued them  w ithout mercy. On one 
occasion a tribe, suspected of the  m urder of a white 
man, was fired upon while holding a corroboree a t 
night. Those who were no t shot were clubbed to 
death. On another occasion twenty-two were shot by 
a p a rty  of squatters. Again, it  was not uncommon 
to poison the aborigines wholesale when it  was 
desired to rid a run  of the ir presence. F lour mixed 
w ith arsenic was once given as a present to the  blacks 
of an out station. A ll who ate of it  died after 
suffering frightfu l agonies. I t  was against such in ­
hum an acts th a t the  Hon. John  H u b ert P lu n k e tt 
courageously set the law in motion, and, in spite of 
much opposition on the p a rt of the friends of the 
m urderers, seven of the la tte r were hanged.
Explorations.— Ludwig Leichhardt and K en­
nedy are probably the greatest heroes of Queensland 
exploration. The form er’s expeditions from M oreton 
Bay to P o rt Essington have already been described. 
Edmund Kennedy, in 1848, was sent to explore 
Cape Y ork Peninsula. The party  left Sydney in 
April, and reached Rockingham  Bay w ithout mishap.
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They found the country most difficult to penetra te— 
a dense, tall scrub, m atted together w ith lawyer 
vines, which blocked them  a t every step, proving a 
galling scourge to the explorers. Through this they 
had to cut the ir way w ith saws and hatchets. P ro ­
visions running short, eight of his men were left a t 
W eym outh Bay. K ennedy then pushed on w ith 
three men and Jacky Jacky, an aboriginal belonging 
to the P a tr ic k ’s P lains tribe, on the H u n te r River. 
Owing to a gun accident one of the men was left 
behind a t Shelburne Bay, in charge of the o ther two 
white men. K ennedy and Jacky  started  for Cape 
Y ork to get assistance from a schooner which had been 
sent th ith e r to aw ait the arriva l of the explorers. 
On the way they were a ttacked  by the blacks. 
The in trepid  leader fell from a spear wound. 
The faithful Jacky  m ournfully buried his master, 
secured the journals, and made the best of his 
way to Cape Y ork, which he reached in a most 
forlorn sta te  after th irteen  days of unheard-of hard ­
ships. A fter a ttend ing  to the wants of poor Jacky, 
the captain of the schooner proceeded in all haste to 
the rescue of the men left a t  Shelburne Bay, and to 
the aid of those left a t W eym outh Bay. No trace of 
the former could be found, and only two out of the 
eight of the la tte r were living.
Mp . a . C. GPGg’O ry, in 1856, started  from 
Cam bridge Gulf to explore the cen tr^  of A ustralia . 
W ell-watered, good country was first m et with, b u t this 
was followed by sand ridges, which stopped his advance 
southwards. H e traced the Nicholson and A lb ert Rivers, 
and reached w ithin about 150 miles of the tropic of 
Capricorn. Two years la ter he went in search of the 
lost explorer, Leichhardt, bu t found no certain  traces
of him. Messrs. Landsborougrh, Dalrymple, 
Favenc, Crawford, Lindsay, and the Rev. J. E. 
Tenison-Woods have also done good service in the 
exploration of C entral Queensland.
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Discovery of Gold.— Gold was discovered on the 
banks of the  Fitzroy in 1858. The new field a ttrac ted  
thousands of diggers, b u t the  precious m etal being 
confined to a small area, the m ajority  of the gold- 
seekers were disappointed. H aving spent the ir all to 
reach the field, they had no money to buy provisions 
or to pay th e ir passage home. There was so much 
distress th a t a t length the Governments of New South 
W ales and V ictoria sent vessels to convey the unfortu­
nate  men back to the ir homes in the southern colonies. 
A  few rem ained and  settled on the flats of the river, 
where the town of Rockham pton afterw ards sprang up.
The Gympie gold field, 130 miles from Brisbane, 
was discovered in  1867 by a man named Nash, who 
was paid the  X I000 Government reward. The Palm er 
R iver field, far to the north, a ttrac ted  gold diggers 
from all parts  of A ustralia.
M ount M organ mine, near Rockham pton, has 
eclipsed all the  goldfields of A ustralia  in richness. 
I t  originally formed p a rt of a selection 640 acres in 
ex ten t, belonging to  a man named Gordon, who dis­
posed of i t  to the  M organs (two brothers) for XI per 
acre. Soon afte r th is transaction, m ining operations 
were set on foot. I t  has paid nearly X3,000,000 in 
dividends, and, as the deposit is of unknown depth, 
and yields the  richest native gold yet found, i t  is 
impossible to estim ate the  value of the mine.
Cotton and S u g fa r.—The cultivation of the 
cotton p lan t was commenced in 1861, bu t for many 
years the pursu it was not profitable, owing to 
the high price of labour. The planters a t length 
determ ined to employ Polynesian labourers (kanakas 
or South Sea Islanders) who were imported, and 
worked for a  mere pittance. Soon the industry  became 
more profitable, bu t abuses, such as kidnapping, grew 
rife w ith the island traffic in labour, un til i t  was regu­
lated by A cts of Parliam ent. Then the scandals in
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connection w ith i t  were to a g reat ex ten t done away 
with. The islanders were satisfied, and often voluntarily  
re-engaged after having served the  first term . Sugar- 
growing is also a th riv ing  industry  in  Queensland, 
and coloured labour principally is employed in its 
production. The value of the cane grown in 1894 was 
£611,415.
Catholic.— F ath er T herry  was the first priest who 
visited M oreton Bay d istric t (1838). Archbishop 
Bolding and the Rev. Dr. Gregory landed in B risbane 
in 1843, and celebrated Mass to 130 Catholics. 
D arling Downs and o ther d istricts were visited. The 
special purpose of H is Grace’s visit was to found a 
settlem ent for the aborigines in the M oreton Bay 
district. In  1858, the Archbishop, w ith A rchdeacon 
Rigney, made a tour of seven weeks through the 
inland d istric ts of the colony, m inistering to the few 
Catholics th a t were scattered th ir ty  or forty miles 
apart.
Dean H anly  and F a th e r M cGinnety were sent 
from Sydney, in  1843, to m inister to  the spiritual 
wants of Queensland. The former was in charge of 
Brisbane, the la tte r  of Ipswich. D ean H anly  was 
the F a th e r Therry of the north. H is name is still 
fondly remembered throughout the d istrict. M any 
were the difficulties he m et w ith in a ttend ing  to the 
duties of his sacred calling. On one occasion he had to 
swim the river Brisbane, on a sick call.^ A fterw ards, 
w ith the aid of a few settlers, he m ade a plank bridge 
across it. W ith  sim ilar help he b u ilt a  w eatherboard 
dwelling for a poor widow who had lost her husband 
while clearing the ir little  selection.
First Bishop.—The Rev. Jam es O’Quinn, D.D., 
was the first Bishop of Queensland. Dr. O’Quinn had 
previously filled many high positions. As P resident 
of the St. Lawrence O’Toole Seminary, Dublin, he had 
secured for th a t institu tion  great success.
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The bishop, w ith five priests and six Sisters of 
Mercy, arrived in Brisbane in 1861. There was little  
or no accommodation for them, and all had to sulfer 
for a tim e m any trials and inconveniences. H ard  
work in long and laborious visitations, sick calls, 
preaching, &c., was the portion of the bishop the 
greater p a rt of his life. H is first visitation included 
Maryborough, the B u rn e tt and Condamine districts, 
returning to B risbane via Dalby, Toowoomba, and 
Ipsw ich— more than  1000 miles on horseback. In  his 
visits to the various goldfields, he had often to live on 
dam per and sardines.
Dr. O’Q uinn’s im m igration scheme to Queensland 
was very successful, and has proved a lasting benefit 
to the colony. A fter the famine of of 1847, the Irish  
were fleeing from their country year by year. H is 
Lordship determ ined to d ivert a portion of the stream 
of em igration from Ireland  to Queensland. “ The 
Queensland Im m igration Society” received favourably 
his proposal to assist industrious and respectable 
em igrants from Ireland . The first ship, the Erin- 
go-Bragh (christened Erin-go-Slow  by the passen­
gers before the end of the ir five m onths’ voyage), 
contained 400 Irish  passengers, selected by the Rev. 
P atrick  D unne (now V^icar-General a t A lbury, New 
South W ales). A fte r leaving the Cape of Good 
Hope, where they p u t in for w ater and fresh pro­
visions, the  ship was in danger of foundering, through 
the action of some wicked person boring an auger 
hole in her bottom. I t  was believed to be the work 
of a bigoted anti-Catholic, because the Orangemen of 
Liverpool were heard to say th a t she would never 
reach the shores of A ustralia. In  three years the 
brave F a ther D unne made six voyages between 
Queensland and Ireland. H e suffered many privations 
during those voyages, shipwreck on one occasion, bu t 
they weie borne cheerfully for fa ith  and fatherland. 
Six thousand Irish  came out under his protection.
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Dr. O’Quinn attended  the  V atican  Council in 
1869, and took an  active p a rt in  its  proceedings, 
being appointed on two special committees. On his 
return , in 1871, he was accompanied by A rchdeacon 
Rigney, two priests, and ten  Sisters of M ercy for 
his own diocese.
On two rem arkable occasions H is Lordship’s coolness 
and courage were displayed in Brisbane. W hen the 
navvies of the  Ipsw ich railw ay rose and marched to 
Governm ent House dem anding bread or work, he 
calmed them  by a short speech, which induced them  
to try  o ther means than  overawing the authorities 
for obtaining redress of the ir grievances. The other 
occasion was when he became an Orangem an for the 
tim e being. On the 9 th November, 1874, the  O range­
men assembled a t  Oxley Pocket, near Brisbane, 
breathing fire and thunder against “ the  Pope and 
Popery.” Dr. O’Quinn joined them, to the ir great 
surprise. M ounting a cart, he spoke to them so 
kindly, charitably, and w ith such ta c t th a t the hisses 
with which he was a t first received were soon turned  
to cheers.
In  1874 Dr. V aughan, Coadjutor Archbishop of 
Sydney, w ith the Bishops of B athurst, M aitland, 
Goulburn, and Arm idale, visited Brisbane, to take 
p a rt in the dedication of St. S tephen’s Cathedral. 
They were received in a princely manner, and non- 
Catholics— from the Governor dow nw ards— showed 
them every mark of respect.
Dr. O’Quinn, like most of the bishops and priests 
of A ustralia, had always an eye to the fu ture in the 
selection of sites for churches and for o ther church 
property In  no other colony, perhaps, has there 
been so much valuable church property accumulated 
as in Queensland. The good Bishop spent every 
pound he could spare in acquiring it, and by his will 
he left all to his successor. The Prim e M inister of 
Queensland, a P ro testan t, gave expression to the
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general feeling of colonists on the death  of the great 
Bishop, in 1881, when he said :— “ The Bishop’s death 
is no t only a Rom an Catholic loss, b u t a grievous loss 
to the whole colony ; there was not in this or any 
of the colonies a more enlightened or cultured scholar 
or a more perfect gentlem an.”
The R ig h t Rev. R obert Dunne, who had been 
stationed  a t Toowoomba for many years, was con­
secrated by Archbishop V aughan in St. S tephen’s 
C athedral in 1882, and was made A rchbishop of 
B risbane in 1887. H e is a w orthy successor of Dr. 
O’Quinn, and has done much since his appointm ent 
in advancing religion and education. The Catholic 
population of the Archdiocese is fully 60,000, whose 
spiritual w ants are attended  to by a staff of zealous 
priests to the num ber of 50, while 25 Christian 
B rothers and 186 Sisters of Mercy provide superior 
and prim ary education for the Catholic youth. In  
regard to charitable institu tions, Brisbane occupies a 
prom inent place among the A ustralian  capitals. 
Among these the chief are (i.) St. Vincent's Orphanage, 
Nudgee, erected a t a cost of ^22,000. (The site of 
this noble institu tion  was the gift of the late Bishop 
Dr. O’Quinn, and is under the managem ent of the 
Sisters of Mercy, who, to the num ber of 22 are con­
stan tly  employed in superintending, teaching, and 
otherwise caring for their 500 little  charges); (ii.) the 
Magdalen Asylum, conducted by the Sisters of Mercy 
a t Lutwyche, about three miles from Brisbane ; (iii.) 
the Home o f Mercy, where young girls are received 
and trained for domestic service; (iv.) the Night 
Rejuge or Servants' Home, where young women, 
tem porarily out of employment, may find a safe 
r e t r e a t ; and (v.) St. Francis de Sales Printing Office, 
where boys from the St. V incent’s Orphanage are 
taugh t the prin ting  trade. (Several of the largest 
prin ting  firms in Queensland are now employing lads 
who served their anpreuticeship a t this establishm ent)
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Diocese of Rockhampton.— The Rev. John  
Cani, an Ita lian , was consecrated first Bishop of 
Rockham pton in 1882. This w orthy prelate, a fter 
about 16 years’ service in the north, succumbed to an 
attack  of dengue fever in 1898, and was succeeded in 
1899 by the R igh t Rev. Dr. H iggins, who laboured 
w ith em inent success for six years till he was chosen 
to till the vacant bishopric of B allarat. In  December, 
1905, the present bishop, the R ig h t Rev. Jam es 
Duhig, was consecrated in Rockham pton Cathedral, 
Twenty-seven priests labour a t present on the mission, 
and 152 nuns conduct superior and prim ary schools, 
a ttended by 5000 children in the chief centres of 
population.
The R igh t Rev. Dr. H utchinson was for about ten 
years Bishop of North Queensland diocese, which 
has Cooktown for its centre. H e was consecrated in 
Sydney by the Cardinal A rchbishop in 1887. 
H is death, which took place about the end of 
1897, was deeply mourned. Thirteen fathers 
were labouring w ith him. A t the  tim e of his 
death churches and schools had been erected in 
all the centres of population, and there were 
convents of the Sisters of Mercy, w ith well-filled 
schools, in Cooktown and Cairns. Dr. IMurray was 
chosen by the Holy See to succeed the R igh t Rev. 
D r. H utchinson. H is Lordship is a native of 
M eath, and was educated a t N avan ,v in  Ireland. 
Some years ago he came to A ustralia  and officiated 
a t Cooktown and Echuca (in Victoria). H e was 
prior of St. M ary’s M onastery a t the la tte r place 
when chosen for the V icariate .A.postolic of Cooktown. 
The diocese contains 15 churches, and over 30 sta tions; 
while 10 priests and 18 nuns m inister to the religious 
and educational wants of the 5000 Catholics th a t 
now reside in the diocese.
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C H A P T E R  IX .
W E ST ER N  AUSTRALIA.
The early discoveries on the coasts of W estern 
A ustra lia  are given in C hapter I.
In  1825 it  was rum oured a t  Sydney th a t the 
French threatened  to occupy some p a rt of the western 
coast of A ustralia . To prevent this and thereby avoid 
possible complications in the future, Major Lockyer, 
w ith a gang of soldiers and prisoners from Sydney, 
was sent in 1826 to forestall them. H e landed his 
company of 75 a t  A lbany, on K ing  George’s Sound. 
H ere they  engaged in whaling, un til five ye&\rs later 
the settlem ent was transferred to Rockingham  Bay, 
14 miles south of Frem antle.
In  1828, C aptain Stirling, an English commander 
was sent in the Success to  examine the western coast. 
H e spoke so favourably of it, th a t the Home Govern­
m ent decided to  found a colony there. The new settle­
m ent was to be conducted w ithout assistance from the 
G overnm ent except in the  m atte r of g ran ts of land. 
In  1829 C aptain Frem antle, who was despatched in 
the C h a l l e n g e r a few men to do the pioneering 
work, hoisted the B ritish  flag near the  m outh of the 
Swan River, a t a spot where the town of Frem antle, 
called after him, now stands. The same year the 
colonising expedition arrived from England, and 
W estern  A ustra lia  was proclaimed a B ritish colony. 
Captain Stirling* being first governor. Captain 
Frem antle had made a careful exam ination of the 
d is tric t near the m outh of the Swan R iver and found 
it  a ltogether unfit for the  perm anent site of the  new 
settlem ent. B u t the settlers, under the control of
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CHptain Stirling, having arrived im m ediately a fte r­
wards, a landing was made on Garden Island, where 
many hardships were endured for several months, 
until the present site of the capital, P erth , was a t 
last chosen fu rther up the river.
The Governor and all the chief officials received, in 
lieu of their salary, grants of land. Every settler 
who arrived obtained from the G overnm ent 40 acres 
of land for every £ 3  worth of goods brought him 
into the colony. As a result, costly and unsuitable 
articles (eff., valuable jewellery and costly furniture, 
carriages, pianos, &c.), were brought to the settlem ent, 
and were left, in many cases, on the sea shore to ro t 
owing to the great difficulty experienced in getting  
goods conveyed to the town. All the settlers became 
owners of land, bu t made little  use of it. A  Mr. Peel 
was an exception. H e spent £50,000 in farm ing and 
sheepbreeding, bu t unfortunately  his praisew orthy 
enterprise was not successful, owing to the inferior 
character of most of the land, and he was reduced to 
the position of a small settler. M any others fared 
worse ; they had nothing. The outlook of the little  
colony was gloomy. Those who could raise sufficient 
money to pay their passage to Europe did so ; others 
left for the  eastern settlem ents. Among the la tte r 
were the H entys, who engaged in whaling a t 
Portland Bay. Im m igration was stopped, and it  was 
rumoured th a t the place was to be abandoned ; bu t 
instead of taking th a t extrem e step Wesffern A ustralia  
was, a t the urgent request of the  inhabitants, turned 
into a penal settlem ent by the B ritish  Govern­
ment, and as such i t  continued from 1849 to 1868. 
The money spent in  m aintaining the convicts gave 
some stim ulus to the commerce of the settlem ent the 
farm ing industry  especially being benefited thereby.
On the cessation of transporta tion— which was pu t 
a stop to much against the wishes of a large section 
of the people—depression and discontent again pre­
100 CATHOLIC HISTORY  OF AUSTRALIA
vailed, b u t Governor Weld a t length roused 
the colonists to  action and energy by inducing them 
to depend more upon themselves. Shortly  after his 
arrival, in 1869, he travelled through the settled 
d istric ts of the colony, and made himself personally 
acquainted w ith the requirem ents of the people. H e 
also en trusted  them  w ith a large share in the manage­
m ent of m atters of purely local concern, and in this 
way prepared the colonists for responsible govern­
m ent, extended to them  in 1890. D uring his rule 
much knowledge of the physical character of the 
in te rio r and its resources was acquired.
Explorations.— The geographical knowledge of the 
in terior was extended by the labours of Colonel W ar- 
burton, and Messrs. Gosse, Giles, and Ross, who are 
honourably m entioned in the despatches of Governor 
W eld. Sir (then Captain) George Grey, afterw ards 
Governor of New Zealand, explored the country on the 
north-w est (1837 to 1840). H e discovered the Glenelg, 
flowing into Collier Bay, and Gascoigne, flowing into 
Shark Bay. In  1840, Edw ard Joh n  Eyre completed 
a try ing  journey from Eowler Bay to K ing  George’s 
Sound, along the G reat A ustralian  Bight, and in 1858 
F rank  Gregory discovered valuable pastoral country 
in the Gascoigne and M urchison districts.
Mr. (now Sir) Jo h n  Forrest was sent out to 
look for some traces of the lost Leichhardt. 
The search was fruitless. In  1870 he led an 
expedition from Shark Bay to Adelaide, which he 
succeeded in reaching in five m onths after s ta rt­
ing. None of the  difficulties experienced by Eyre, 
in his memorable journey to K ing  George’s Sound, 
along the  A ustra lian  Bight, th ir ty  years previously, 
were m et w ith. The party  kept more inland than 
Eyre, and thus avoided his desolate and barren route. 
They crossed m any grassy plains, found w ater a t long 
distances and in hmab quantities. Their description
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of the  country traversed, was far more hopeful than  
th a t given by Eyre of his journey.
In  1871 Mr. A lexander Forrest discovered a con 
siderable tra c t of good country eastw ard of P erth , 
which was soon taken up for grazing.
The brothers Forrest, in 1874, led an expedition to 
the north-eastern p a rt of the colony, and explored the 
M urchison and Gascoigne, which flow into the Ind ian  
Ocean. They found the country from Champion Bay 
to the  head of the M urchison well suited for pastoral 
purposes. Peake, on the overland telegraph line, 
was reached in less than  seven m onths after leaving 
Perth .
The transportation of convicts to W estern  
A ustra lia  ceased in 1878, and responsible 
g o v e r n m e n t  was introduced in 1890, while Sir 
W . C. F. Robinson was Governor.
The rich goldfields of Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie, 
and o ther places worked since 1894, have turned 
the eyes of the  world on W estern  A ustralia, and her 
prosperity since has advanced by leaps and bounds. 
Railw ay communication is being extended into the 
hea rt of the colony, and other public works are 
receiving the a tten tion  of the Government. From 
present appearances the colony bids fair to take the 
first place in m ineral wealth, and a t no d is tan t date 
to equal any of the o ther colonies in trad e  and 
commerce. v
Catholic.— The Rev. Jo h n  Brady was appointed 
to the charge of the mission in W estern  A ustra lia  in 
1843, by A rchbishop Polding, w ith the title  of Vicar- 
General. The Rev. Jo h n  Joostens and an 
Irish  catechist named P a trick  O’Rielly accompanied 
him to Perth . There the missionaries were cordially 
welcomed by Governor H u tt, who granted  them  three 
allo tm ents of land whereon to erect a church, school, 
and presbytery. The erection of a church, capable
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of accommodating 150 persons, was a t  once com­
menced. A  school was opened which F a ther Brady 
himself tau g h t for some time. In  1844 he visited 
Rome in the interests of his mission. H e wanted 
more priests. H e gave a hopeful account of the 
prospects of the place, and suggested th a t D r. U lla thorne 
should be appointed bishop, and th a t there should be 
a separate mission for the aborigines, whom he de­
scribed as far superior to those of New South Wales.
Dr. HI lath  or ne having declined the dignity  offered 
to him of Bishop of Perth , F ather Brady was 
consecrated Bishop on 18th May, 1845, in the 
Collegiate Church of the Propaganda. The new 
Bishop visited F rance and Ire land  for missionaries, 
and succeeded in securing several priests, cate- 
chists, and nuns, who arrived in January , 1846, and 
were welcomed by all classes. F ather Powell 
was the only English-speaking priest among the 
new arrivals, and he was placed in charge of the 
cathedral, where his sermons and instructions were 
very popular. Illness soon compelled him to leave 
W estern  A ustralia, and he became the pioneer priest of 
N orth  Sydney in 1855. H e died in Belgium in 1872.
The central mission to the aborigines, called New 
Norcia, was en trusted  to the Spanish Fathers, Dom 
Serra as superior and Dom Salvado as his assistant. 
They had much up-hill work in the mission for many 
years. They got in to  debt. Dom Serra went to 
Europe to  collect funds for the carrying on of the 
great work, and was very successful. W hile there 
he was consecrated Bishop of P o rt V ictoria, N orthern  
T erritory. I t  was feared th a t the sums collected 
by him for W estern  A ustralia m ight now be applied 
to the new diocese. Dr. B rady became alarmed 
as to how the debts on the diocese, am ounting 
to £10,000, were to be paid. A fter m ature 
consideration, he commissioned Dom Salvado to 
proceed to Europe to collect funds to pay them.
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In  the m eantime the m onetary troubles which 
beset him were too much for the Bishop. H is health 
gave way. He petitioned the Holy See for a ca  
adjutor. Dr. Serra was transla ted  from P o rt V ic­
toria  to P e rth  ; and Dom Salvado was consecrated 
Bishop of P o rt V ictoria in 1849. Dr. Serra con­
tinued bishop until 1859, when he quitted  the colony, 
leaving the Rev. M artin  Driver as adm inistrator. 
The la tte r  was appointed Bishop of P e rth  in 1869, 
Bishop Serra having w ithdraw n to his native land, 
Spain, where he died in 1886.
Dr. D river’s character, sketched by one fam iliar 
w ith his daily life, is described as “ patient, pious, 
and inspired w ith a most arden t zeal.” In  1881, 
when he visited Rome, there  were 8500 Datholics in 
his diocese and 1300 children in the Catholic schools, 
three convents w ith twenty-five nuns, and two 
orphanages w ith 100 children. In  New Norcia there 
were 100 aborigines “ settled in the ir own homes and 
buildings, cultivating  the land and taking p a rt with 
the lay brothers in all the  details of farm  w ork.” 
The saintly  Bishop died in 1886.
Dr. M atthew  Dibney, wlio had as a  priest in 
V ictoria displayed singular bravery during a notorious 
bushranging disturbance and capture, succeeded Dr. 
D river as Bishop of P erth . U nder this heroic bishop 
the building of churches, convents, and schools has 
been pushed on w ith great zeal and energj^. In  1889 
the Bishop, with two V incentian Fathers, gave a 
mission throughout every p a rt of the diocese, which 
occupied ten months, and was attended with the 
happiest results. In  1890 he established a new native 
settlem ent a t Beagle Bay under the care of the 
Trappist Fathers.
Owing to the marvellous grow th of the colony’s 
population consequent upon the gold discoveries, a 
new episcopal see was established in 1898a t  Deraldton. 
This extensive diocese which embraces the M urchison
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goldfields has been placed under the charge of the 
R ig h t Rev. Dr. Kelly, who for many years was an 
active priest a t the C athedral church a t Perth . Dr. 
K elly  is the second A ustralian-born priest raised to 
the Episcopate and the first appointed to any 
A ustra lian  See. The V icariate of Kim berley is 
under the jurisd iction  of the Bishop of Gerald ton, as 
also, since 1899, is the vacant diocese of P ort 
V ictoria, in the N orthern  Territory.
C H A P T E R  X.
NEW ZEALAND.
New Zealand, as stated  in  C hapter I., was dis­
covered and named by Tasman in 1642. H e anchored 
in w hat he then nam ed Massacre B ay (now known as 
Golden Bay), where three of his crew were killed by 
the M aoris in a most treacherous manner. The 
la tte r then attem pted  to a ttack  the  ship, bu t a 
discharge of cannon frightened them, and they re­
tu rned  to the shore. A fte r this collision w ith the 
natives, Tasm an coasted along the western shores of 
the N orth  Island, giving to some of the more prom in­
en t headlands the names they still bear.
Captain Cook surveyed the islands in 1770, and 
sailed through the s tra it bearing his name, which 
Tasman believed to be a bay. H e also displayed the 
B ritish  colours and took formal possession of the 
islands a t M ercury Bay in the N orth  Island, and a t 
Queen C harlotte Sound in the South Island for his 
M ajesty George I I I .  Cook first landed a t Poverty 
Bay, where unfortunately  he came in to  conflict with 
the natives. They took the ship to be a gigantic bird, 
the sails as its  wings and the small boats as its un­
fledged little  ones. Cook had more th an  one conflict 
w ith the Maoris, forced upon him by the ir murderous 
attacks upon his men a t  d iderent times during his
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stay on the coast. A ll his efforts to gain their , 
friendship were w ithout avail. To the last, they 
were aggressive and bloodthirsty . Some European 
domestic animals were let loose in the bush by Cook. 
These m ultiplied largely, especially the  pig. M any 
vegetable and root seeds were also left w ith some of 
the tribes, by whom they were carefully cultivated for 
a time, bu t a t length allowed to degenerate.
French Expedition.— In  December 1769 soon 
after Cook’s visit, the  French navigator De Surville 
in his ship St. Jean Baptiste, anchored a t IVIonganui 
in the N orth  Island, and held friendly relations w ith 
the natives till on the ir stealing a boat he b u rn t one 
of the ir villages and carried off one of the chiefs. In  
1772, two French ships, under the command of C aptain 
Du Fresne, sailed along the coast of the N orth  Island, 
and anchored in the Bay of Islands. H e made friends 
with the Maoris, and the most kindly feelings were 
m aintained for a m onth between the visitors and the 
natives. On one occasion the captain and sixteen of his 
officers w ent on a fishing excursion w ith the Maoris, 
bu t they were never seen afterw ards. The boat’s crew 
sent ashore to look for them  were all massacred but 
one. Captain Crozet, the second in command, landed 
a force to a ttack  the natives, num bers of whom were 
killed. H e also b u rn t two Maori villages.
Cook’s visits to New Zealand in 1773 and 1774 
were m arked by more bloodshed between his men 
and the Maoris, who were surprised on one occasion 
feasting upon some of the sailors they had killed. The 
great navigator visited New Zealand in 1777 during 
his th ird  voyage, which had for its object the  finding 
of a passage around the north  of the  A m erican con­
tinen t. On the whole Cook spent 327 days on the 
New Zealand coasts.
Whaling-, Sealing-, and Native Rising-s.— A fter 
the settlem ent of P o rt Jackson, in 1788, w haling and
1 0 8  CATHOLIC HISTORY OF AUSTRALIA
sealing by Am erican and English vessels became es­
tablished industries on the coast of New Zealand. 
Friendly Maoris bartered pork and potatoes for knives 
and blankets, tobacco, rum, and other articles. This 
m utual trade begot be tte r and more friendly relations 
between the natives and their visitors for many years. 
B u t this good understanding was not of long duration. 
H ostilities were soon renewed, and kep t up till 1871. 
[Summarised, these were— The Boyd Massacre in 1809, 
when about seventy men, women, and children were 
pu t to death  in revenge for flogging a M aori sailor ; 
the triba l wars of 1820 ; the Woiru Massacres of 
1843, caused by Colonel W akefield (brother of Edward 
G. W akefield), of South A ustralian  settlem ent 
notoriety, “ jum ping ” the land of R auparaka ; the 
rising of H oni H eki in 1844, through a quarrel 
w ith  a w haler; the  Taranaki War in 1859, arising 
ou t of land taken from the M aoris; the M aori W ars 
of 1860 to 1863; the outbreak of H au H an  in 1865, 
inspired by fanaticism  ; Te Kooti in 1868 to 1870 ]
First Mission.— The Rev. Samuel M arsden, a 
C hurch of England clergyman, of Sydney, formed a 
mission in 1814 in the  northern  p a rt of the N orth  
Island. H e was accompanied by three other clergy­
men— Messrs. K endall, K ing, and H all— their wives 
and children, and some mechanics. For 12 axes they 
bought 200 acres of land on the shore of the Bay of 
Islands, where they set up a “ w hite flag w ith a cross 
and dove.” A djacent thereto they purchased 13,000 
acres for 48 axes, and in a few years they were in 
possesion of 27 square miles of land a t H okianga and 
the Bay of Isles. The Rev. Dr. Lang, w riting of the 
mission, describes i t  as “ the most morally w orthless” 
on record.
In  1817, m ainly through the representations of 
Mr. M arsden, four m agistrates (one Englishm an and 
three M aori chiefs) were appointed by Governor 
M acquarie to exercise au thority  over B ritish subjects
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in New Zealand, bu t in connection w ith th is m atter 
the Home A uthorities were careful not to  allow these 
m agistrates to interfere w ith the native inhabitan ts 
or their territory.
In  1833 Mr. Busby was appointed B ritish  Resident 
a t Russell, in the Bay of Islands, where a settlem ent 
had grown up from the visits of w haling vessels, and 
where disturbances had been of frequent occurrence.
In  1839 the New Zealand Land Company, formed 
in England by Edward Gibbon W akefield (the origi­
nator of the South A ustralian  colonising experiment), 
sent out an expedition under his brother. Colonel 
W illiam Wakefield, to purchase land from the Maoris 
and establish a settlem ent in New Zealand. A  site 
was chosen a t P o rt Nicholson, and here the B ritish 
colours were hoisted only two days before Baron de 
Therry, a Frenchm an, arrived for the purpose of 
taking possession of the land for France. In  con­
nection with his land purchases. Colonel W akefield 
got into trouble w ith the Maoris. C aptain Hobson 
arrived from Sydney in 1840 w ith a proclamation 
declaring New Zealand a dependency of New South 
W ales and a commission appointing him L ieutenant- 
Governor of the islands. In  this capacity he con­
cluded with the M aori chiefs the Treaty of VVaitangfi 
(February  6th, 1840), whereby the whole territo ry  
was transferred to the B ritish Crown. W ithou t delay 
Hobson pu t a stop to all traffic in land w ith the natives, 
and the New Zealand Land Company fouAd themselves 
in a dilemma. Thousands of people were arriv ing as fast 
as ships could bring them  to take up the land which 
they had paid a pound an acre for in England to the 
company B ut the company had no lawful title  to any 
land. The difiiculty was referred by Governor Hobson 
to Governor Gipps, in Sydney, who declared the 
transaction of W akefield w ith  the M aoris irregular, but 
said th a t if the la tte r were properly compensated for 
their land, and tw enty acres reserved for governm ent
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purposes, he would allow the company to occupy the 
land they purchased a t  P o rt Nicholson. This offer 
was gratefully  accepted.
In  1841  New Zealand was established a Separate 
colony quite ap a rt from New South W ales, and 
Hobson now became Governor of the territo ry  (in­
stead of L ieu tenan t Governor as heretofore). U nder 
Governors Fitzroy and Sir George Grey the colony 
advanced. The la tte r  employed num bers of Maoris, 
a t  fair wages, in m aking roads into the interior, and 
otherwise dealt fairly  w ith the natives generally. 
H e paid them for the ir lands, opened schools for the 
education of the ir children, and supplied them  with 
farm ing im plem ents to  cultivate the land. H e did 
more. H e hanged the white men who murdered them  
wantonly.
In  1849 W akefield established settlem ents in 
Dunedin, in connection w ith the Free Church of 
Scotland, and in 1857 he formed a settlem ent in 
C anterbury, under the  auspices of the Church of 
England.
In  1853 a first instalm ent of constitutional govern­
m ent was conferred on New Zealand, and in 1856 
full responsible g’overnment was introduced and 
W ellington was established as the capital of the 
islands in 1865.
Catholic— M r. Thomas Poynton, an Irishm an, 
was the first Catholic settler in New Zealand. H e 
arrived in  Sydney in 1822, and w ent to H okianga 
in 1828. H is wife made two voyages to Sydney, to 
have her two children baptised by F ather Therry. 
In  1835 Mr. Poynton himself made a voyage to 
Sydney, in the  hope of securing a priest for New 
Zealand ; Dr. Polding had too few clergy in Sydney 
to spare one. The good bishop gave Poynton some 
books of instruction  and devotion, to be d istributed 
amongst the Catholics, w ith a le tte r exhorting them
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to be steadfast in the faith. Poynton made a 
second voyage for the same purpose, bu t had to  
re turn  w ithout the wished-for clergyman. On a th ird  
visit he was cheered by the news told him by Dr. 
Folding, th a t missionaries were on the ir way, and 
m ight soon be w ith him.
First Bishop.—Dr. Pompallier, the  first Catholic 
Bishop, arrived a t H okianga in 1838. H e had 
letters from Dr. Folding and A rchdeacon M cEncroe 
to the principal Catholic settlers there. The W esleyan 
and Church of England missionaries spared no pains 
to destroy the Catholic mission. They excited the 
natives by calumnies and m isrepresentations, taken 
from Fox’s “ Book of M artyrs,” to rise against the 
bishop. The missionaries told the natives tha t, if the 
bishop remained, he would take their land from 
them. A  chief, w ith a num ber of Maoris in war 
paint, came up to the Bishop’s house one morning. 
They demanded of Mr. Poynton to deliver him up To 
them ; otherwise there would be a general massacre. 
Poynton pointed out to them  th a t they were the 
dupes of bad men, who were afraid or ashamed to 
come themselves. A fter much parleying, the Maori 
chief withdrew, on condition th a t Poynton would 
accompany him to the headquarters of the W esleyan 
missionaries. H e did so, and time was gained. The 
bishop, by his kindness and m anly bearing, won over 
to his side the unfriendly Maoris. The R igh t Rev. Dr. 
Folding, with Dr. Gregory, paid a short visit to the 
mission a t K ararika, in the Bay of Islands, in 1840. 
They were received w ith joy by the F athers of the 
M arist congregation. They mixed freely w ith the 
natives in order to show them  th a t the calum ny th a t 
the Catholic religion w asno tthere lig ion  of Englishm en, 
was unfounded. U p to 1850, when the M arist 
Fathers left the  diocese of A uckland, ten Maori 
stations and missions had been established, having 
over 5000 converts.
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In  1848 New Zealand was divided into two 
dioceses— A uckland and W ellington. Bishop Pom- 
pallier rem ained in charge of A uckland and Bishop 
V iard  of W ellington, which became the political 
capital of New Zealand in 1865.
In  1850, on his re tu rn  from a visit to Europe, 
Bishop Pom pallier brought w ith him from the 
C onvent of Mercy, Carlow, M other Cecilia M aher 
and seven sisters of th a t order. They were received 
w ith great joy in  Auckland, where the ir teaching was 
highly appreciated. In  the  first year the attendance 
i t  th e ir schools increased from 60 to 240 children.
The wars in which the M aoris were engaged in 
1860 and for some years after brought ruin to  their 
missions about A uckland, which was a great blow to 
the aged Bishop. The burden of governing the 
diocese he a t  length felt was too much for him. In  
1868 he sailed for France, and shortly after resigned. 
H e died in 1870.
The B ig h t Rev. Thomas W illiam  Croke suc­
ceeded Dr. Pom pallier in 1870. D uring the four 
years of his episcopate he freed the church from 
debt, infused new life and courage into the faithful, 
added zealous priests to the ranks of the clergy, and 
opened new schools for the nuns. H e resigned the 
see of A uckland in  1874, and was appointed A rch­
bishop of Cashel on his arrival in Ireland.
In  1879 the M ost Rev. Dr. Steins, of the  Society 
of Jesus, w ith four Benedictine fathers and one 
Je su it lay-brother arrived in Auckland. Coming 
from C alcutta he was delighted w ith the climate of 
A uckland, pleased w ith the flourishing condition of 
religion and education, and edified by the devoted­
ness of the  Irish  missionary, the V ery Rev. F a ther 
M cDonald, who had given the best p a rt of his life to 
the conversion of the Maoris. In  1881 Dr. Stein’s 
health gave way from over-exertion. H e resigned 
the see and sailed for Sydney, where he was received
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by the Jesu it F athers w ith the utm ost kindness. H e 
died 9th September th a t year, and was buried a t 
N orth Sydney, where a suitable m onument has been 
built over his grave.
The R igh t Rev. Dr. Luck arrived in A uckland in 
188*2 as successor to Dr. Steins. H e died there  in 
1896 and was succeeded by the R ig h t Rev. Dr. 
Lenihan, the present bishop of A uckland.
Archdiocese of W ellington.— Dr. V iard was 
first Bishop of W ellington, and coadjutor of A uck­
land till 1860. H e was a man of prayer all his life­
lifetime ; bu t he was a man of action also. In  1866 
the good prelate had the joy of dedicating St. M ary’s 
Cathedral (then completed), which is situated on a 
hill overlooking the city. In  1868 Bishop V iard  
visited Rome, and was present a t  the V atican Council. 
H e returned to W ellington in 1871, bu t i t  was 
observed th a t he did not enjoy his usual health. In  
May, 1872, he was stricken with dropsy of the heart, 
and he passed away early in the  following month. The 
“ general deep sorrow th a t hung over the people,” as 
the Wellington Independent said, betokened real grief.
In  1874 the INIost Rev. Francis Redwood was 
appointed to the see of W ellington, which in 1885 
was raised to an archbishopric. The special works 
of H is Grace in W ellington have been the building 
of St. P a trick ’s College, for the higher education of 
young men, and of St. INIary’s Convent.of Mercy, while 
his fame as a preacher has spread over the  whole of 
Australasia.
Diocese of Christchurch.— The R ig h t Rev. 
John  J . Grimes, of the Society of M ary, was the first 
bishop of the new diocese, which embraces W estland, 
and C anterbury, and has a population of about 
25,000 Catholics.
Diocese of Dunedin.— In  1840 Bishop Pom pallier
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celebrated Mass in Otago, and remained ten days 
instructing  the natives. The R ig h t Rev. P atrick  Moran 
was appointed first Bishop of D unedin in 1871. 
Accompanying him were ten  nuns of the Dominican 
Order, and the Rev. W illiam  Coleman. The Bishop 
was much discouraged on finding the “ diocese almost 
d estitu te  of the necessaries of divine worship, such as 
altars, vestments, chalice, and other suitable a ltar 
ornam ents, &c." Dr. M oran a t  once issued a 
pastoral letter, appealing to the people to raise money 
for three objects, v iz .:— “ 1st, to establish a nuns’ 
school in D u n e d in ; 2nd, to pay the travelling 
expenses from Europe of a sufficient num ber of 
m issionaries; 3rd, to provide decent and suitable 
requisites for the due celebration of the adorable 
sacrifice of the M ass.” The people prom ptly responded 
to  th is appeal, and provided the necessary funds for the 
needs of the  diocese. In  the course of sixteen years 
the C athedral of St. Joseph was finished, twenty-five 
new churches erected, seventeen schools established, 
one college founded, besides which residences were 
provided for the clergy and for the religious of four 
convents, and the num ber of priests was increased 
ninefold. The am ount expended in these works was 
over i£80,000.
The Rev. M onsignor Coleman, who had been Vicar- 
General of the  diocese for a long time, and “ the 
bishop’s stay and faith fu l counsellor for many years,” 
died in 1890. M any tribu tes were paid to his 
memory by Dr. M oran and the press of Dunedin. 
The R igh t Rev. Dr. Moran died in June, 1895. 
D uring his career in Dunedin he wrought a great 
change in the spiritual life of the diocese, which was 
realised by his own flock and adm itted by the public 
generally. The R igh t Rev. Dr. Verdon was chosen 
by the Holy See as second Bishop of Dunedin, and 
was consecrated in his own beautiful cathedral by the 
Cardinal Archbishop of Sydney, in May, 1896
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Since then his Lordship has taken up the adm inis­
tration  of the diocese with an earnestness th a t gives 
promise of the happiest results as far as religion is 
concerned.
The Catholic population of New Zealand in 1891 
was 87,272.
T H E  A U S T R A L IA N  A B O R IG IN E S .
Like the indigenous lower animals and vegetable 
productions of A ustralia, the native man is fast dis­
appearing. The aboriginal population of New South
ales a t the tim e of its settlem ent in 1788 was about 
one million. In  the census of 1871 it  was 503,981— a 
decrease of about 51 per cent. In  1891 the num bers 
had fallen to 8280, an enormous decrease. The black 
population of the continent in 1848 was estim ated at
3.000.000. Official statistics set i t  down in 1891 at
200.000. A t this ra te  of decrease it is only a question 
of tim e when the aborigines of the  m ainland of 
A ustralia  will become ex tinct like those of Tasmania.
W hence A ustralia  was first peopled and by what 
race of m ankind is still m atter for doubt or con­
jecture. E thnologists are divided in opinion as to 
w hether the aborigines of A ustralia  belong to the 
N egrito or Papuan family. The evidence in support of 
their N egrito origin, however, appears to be the 
stronger.
The blacks of A ustra lia  have been underrated, 
according to Mr. Gideon S. Lang and others whose 
ample opportunities for studying the ir character qualify 
them  to speak, and add weight to the ir opinions. 
Govei'nors Phillip  and H u n te r formed a high opinion 
of them, which was shared by many explorers, from 
Eyre to Burke, who have often borne testim ony to 
their many good qualities of head and heart. To
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rank them  little  be tte r than  brutes, and somewhat 
above the gorilla, as some w riters and travellers have 
done, savours of ignorance or prejudice. They are a 
conquered race, despised and disparaged— contemned 
and calum niated by those who wished to justify  or 
palliate the inhum anity shown in the early days towards 
them. They possess intelligence and other qualities 
which go to show th a t they  are not so low in the scale 
of hum anity  as they are represented. F ifty  or sixty 
years ago num bers of them  were employed in the 
whaling and sealing vessels sent out from Sydney, 
and they proved themselves good sailors. M any 
gentlemen about th a t  tim e m anned the ir yachts 
w ith blacks— and capital hands they were. They 
are good troopers, and in hunting  criminals they 
are unequalled. “ No one,” says Mr. Lang, “ seeing 
the natives merely as idle, w andering vagabonds 
among the  w hite men can judge as to w hat they are 
in th e ir natu ra l state. In  the ir subtlety  as diplo­
m atists, and the ir skill and activity  in w ar and in the 
chase, I  consider them  quite equal to the Am erican 
Indians. The great weir for catching fish on the 
U pper Darling, and another described by M orrill, 
the shipwrecked m ariner, who passed so m any years 
am ongst them , prove th a t they are capable of con­
structing  works upon a large scale and requiring 
combined action. Everything they have to do they 
do in the  very best manner, and for every contingency 
th a t arises they devise a simple rem edy.”
They have the same laws throughout the whole 
continent, and the governm ent is adm inistered by 
elderly men. Every tribe  is confined to  its own 
district, the  boundary of which m ust not be crossed 
except a t the risk of death.
Some who have w ritten  on the subject of their 
religion are of opinion th a t the aborigines know 
nothing of God— indeed, th a t they are atheists. 
Others declare th a t they are strongly impressed with
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tlie idea of a M aker and R uler of the  world, who 
made the sun, the trees, and the kangaroo. Bishop 
Salvado, the Rev. W . Ridley, Canon G unther, and 
other clergymen, as well as Count Strzlecki, all assert 
th a t the blacks believe in two religious principles— 
the au thor of good and the  author of evil. There is 
no doubt of the ir belief in im aginary beings, to some 
of whom they  a ttr ib u te  good, and to an evil sp irit 
called “ W ondon” they a ttr ib u te  all th e ir  misfortunes, 
as well as storms, floods, lightning, whirlwinds, and 
hail. They believe in the transm igration of souls, and 
th a t w hite people are the ir dead ancestors returned 
to life.
W h at has been done to  compensate the  aborigines 
for the loss of th e ir country, for the deprivation of 
their hun ting  field and fishing grounds ? Alas, very 
little. A  few camps dedicated to them, and an 
annual dole of clothing. U nder the convenient bu t 
pharasaical plea of the  “ rights of conquest,” the  
wrong-doing is a ttem pted  to  be condoned, and the 
atrocities inflicted sought to be justified. The laws 
of m orality and religion demanded more Christian 
trea tm en t in th e ir behalf. Governor Phillip  was as 
kind to them  as circum stances perm itted, bu t there 
was no organisation to  succour them  when the ir 
means of procuring a livelihood were taken  from 
them, or to protect them  against the  violence of the  
whites. Governor M acquarie established a settlem ent 
a t Blacktown (near Richmond, N .S .W  ) for those living 
in th a t district, and a branch settlem ent was estab­
lished a t Castle H ill, near P arram atta . B oth were 
under Messrs. Tyerm an and B ennett, of the London 
M issionary Society. A fter the  departure of the 
Governor, the institu tions were closed. Lord Jo h n  
Russell, when Secretary for the Colonies, in 1841, 
urged upon Governor Gipps to  set apart fifteen per 
cent, of the  “ land fund ” for the  civilisation and 
protection of the  aborigines. The reply given to the
1 1 6  CATHOLIC HISTORY OF AUSTRALIA
despatch was, th a t i t  would be vain to a ttem pt to 
change the habits and customs of those savages. 
Governor Gipps was fu rther urged by Lord Stanley, 
in 1845, by a despatch, to  enlist co-operation amongst 
the colonists for the  civil and religious advancem ent 
of the  aborigines. A  society was formed in Sydney 
to consider Lord S tanley’s despatch. The members 
of it  came to the  conclusion “ th a t no plans, no 
systems, availed to am eliorate the  condition of the 
A ustralians.”
The Churches, including the Catholic, Church of 
England, Presbyterian, and W esleyan, made many 
efforts in the different colonies to instruct and civilise 
the  blacks. A rchdeacon Broughton, afterw ards 
Bishop of Sydney, established a mission a t W ellington, 
which was for a tim e successful. The London 
M issionary Society formed missions a t Lake M ac­
quarie, near Newcastle. The settlem ents a t Blacktown 
and Castle H ill, already referred to, were in charge of 
members of the  same society.
In  1843 Archbishop Folding, on his re tu rn  from 
Europe, brought w ith him four priests of the Passionist 
Order, who established a mission for the blacks a t 
S tradbroke Island, M oreton Bay, where they laboured 
for th ree years.
In  1866 a community of Benedictine Monks, under 
the  B ig h t Rev. Dr. Salvado, O.S.B., founded a settle­
m ent for the  aborigines in New Norcia, W estern 
A ustralia , where some of the  men are taugh t to 
cultivate the soil, and others instructed  in various 
trades. The females are taugh t to k n it and cook 
Miss N ightingale, of Crimean fame, after her voyage 
to A ustralia , said of the  institu tion  :— “ In  no part 
of th is world have they succeeded in educating and 
civilising the savage races except in the Benedictine 
M onastery of New N orc ia” while Sir F. N apier 
Broome, Governor of W estern  A ustralia, expressed 
himself as “ filled w ith adm iration a t the good work of
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the mission among the Aborigines collected on the 
station, and a t the industry  and success displayed on 
the extensive farm s.” The members of the Society 
of Jesus, under F ather A. Strele, began a mission in 
1882 a t the wish of H is Holiness Leo X I I I .  to the 
blacks of the N orthern  Territory. The settlem ent is 
on the Daly River, where a large g ran t of land was 
given by the Government of South A ustralia  for the 
missions. F ather Strele speaks hopefully of the 
missionary stations established by him, and says 
“ th a t the blacks in the northern parts of A ustralia  
are well suited for learning agriculture and the 
various mechanical a rts .”
The Rev. Dr. M cNab instructed and baptised 
many of the blacks in P o rt Mackay, in Queensland.
The B urragorang Mission, founded by the late 
Father Dillon, formerly of Balmain (N.S.W .), is still 
fulfilling all the  objects of its founder.
Dr. Lang established missions a t M oreton Bay, 
which were dissolved after some years.
I  he W esleyan Church established a mission in the 
F ort Phillip d istric t (now Victoria) which had well- 
devised plans for its success, yet failed.
In  1890 His Lordship Dr. Gibney secured a large 
trac t of land from the Government a t Beagle Bay, 
W estern A ustralia, for a native settlem ent I t  is under 
the Order of La Trappe, whose self-denying labours 
are producing the happiest results among the abori­
gines. The Mission is now (1898) in a flourishing 
condition, and F ather Ambrose, the A bbott, says they 
are beginning to reap in joy w hat they sowed in tears.
ANGUS AND R O B E R T SO N ’S 
EDUCATIONAL BOOKS.
C iv ics  a n d  M o ra ls  fo r  S choo ls. By P e r c iv a l  R. C o le , M. A. 
Revised and Enlarged Edition. Two Parts, Is. each; Complete 
in one Volume, 2s.
H is to ry  o f  A u s tr a la s ia ,  f ro m  th e  E a r l ie s t  T im e s  to  
th e  I n a u g u r a t io n  o f  th e  C o m m o n w e a lth . By  
A r t h u r  W . J o se . Second Edition, w ith  6 m aps a n d  64- 
illu stra tion s. Cloth, Is. 6d. ; paper cover. Is.
T h e  M e tr ic  S y s te m  o f  W e ig h ts  a n d  M e a s u re s , a n d  
D e c im a l C o in ag e . By J. M. T a y lo r ,  M .A. 6d. 
Answers, 6d.
C o m m e rc ia l A r ith m e tic . B y  G. E. D e n c h . Cloth, 2s. 6d.
E n g lis h  G ra m m a r, C o m p o s itio n , a n d  P re c is  W r i t in g .  
B y J a m es C on w ay . New  Edition, 3s. 6d.
A  S m a lle r  E n g lis h  G ra m m a r , C o m p o s itio n , a n d  
P re c is  W ritin g . By Ja m es C on w ay . N ew  Edition, 
Is. 6d.
C a u se r ie s  F a m iliS i : A  S im p le  a n d  D e d u c tiv e  
F re n c h  C o u rse . B y Mrs. S. C. B oyd . Teachers’ Complete 
Text, 3s. 6d. Pupils’ Edition, Is. 6d.
A u s tr a l ia n  O b je c t L e s s o n  B ook , P a r t i .  For Infant and 
Junior Classes. Cloth, 3s. 6d. ; paper cover, 2s. 6d.
A u s tr a l ia n  O b je c t  L e s so n  B ook , Part II. For Advanced 
Classes. Cloth, 3s. 6d. ; paper cover, 2s. 6d.
A u s t r a l i a n  L e t te r in g  B o o k , 32 pages. Cloth, 6d.
N e w  B o o k  o f  S o n g s  fo r  S c h o o ls  a n d  S in g in g  C lasses . 
By H u g o  A lp e n . Staff N otation, Is.
A u s t r a l ia n  P ro g re s s iv e  S o n g s te r , in both notations. 
No. I ., Junior, 6d. ; No. II., Senior, 6d. ; Combined, Is.
Complete list of Publications, including Pupils’ Text 
Books in English Grammar and Composition, English 
History, Australian History, Geography, Geometry, 
Arithmetic, Algebra, Table Books, Copy Books, Drawing 
Books, &c., post free on application._________ -
Websdale, Shoosmith and Co., Printers, Sydney.
